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Have you ever experienced these symptoms: 
knee ache, swollen knee, knee inflammation, 
crackling sound when walking, cannot extend
your leg straight, including difficulties walking 
up and down the stairs? If so, these are warning 
signs for knee arthritis. Some risk factors are 
being middle-age or older, female, overweight, 
repeated trauma to the knees, previous knee 
injury, and genetics factors. If the knee surface 
suffered ample damage from inflammation or 
injuries, patients may feel pain when walking 
or using the stairs. If the damage is more severe, 
patients may feel aches and pains when they 
are sitting or sleeping.
What Can Cause Knee Pain?

T h e  m o s t  co m m o n  c a u s e s  o f  k n e e  p a i n  a re  
arthritis  or chronic knee inflammation, such
as rheumatoid arthritis, and knee injury.

Osteoarthritis usually occurs in patients who are 
50 years old or older. It is caused by wear and tear 
of the cartilage, leading to the hard, rugged bones
rubbing against each other. Patients will hear crackling
sound during movement, which may be accompanied 
by pain and stiffness.
Inflammatory arthritis, such as rheumatoid arthritis, 
causes the thickening of the synovium and more
synovial fluid is produced in the joint, leading to 
swelling. If the inflammation is chronic, it can destroy
the joints.
Knee trauma or injury can destroy the cartilage
from excessive force or cause fracture in the bone
and cartilage.

Total Knee Replacement Surgery

Patients who receive total knee replacement surgery 
will feel less pain and can regain their quality of life.
The patient will be admitted to morning of or the night
before surgery. The anesthesiologist will assess and
recommend the method of pain management suitable 
for individual patient. Methods include a systemic
sedation or a spinal block. Total knee replacement
surgery lasts approximately 1 – 2 hours. The damaged
surface is surgically removed and prosthetic joint made
of either metal or a composite is inserted to absorb the
impact. After surgery, the patient will be observed in the
recovery room for another 1 – 2 hours. Once the patient
has gained consciousness, they will be moved to inpatient
care ward. Most will stay in the hospital for 4 – 5 days. 
A physical therapist will begin rehabilitation immediately 
after surgery and subsequently help the patient to self-
ambulate until they can be discharged and return to 
normal activities.

Why Choose The Hip And Knee Center, 
Bangkok International Hospital?

The Hip and Knee Center at Bangkok International Hospital
is one of the pioneers of total knee replacement surgery
using digital template program to plan the surgical position
together with pain intervention technique, such as adductor 
canal block, and ultrasound waves (alternative supplement
for pain management). Such combination minimizes pain and
injury to surrounding tissues. Complications after surgery is 
also reduced, resulting in quicker recovery and patients can 
walk again within 24 hours as well as return to their daily 
routine quicker.

A team of medical specialists highly experienced in knee
replacement surgery along with multidisciplinary team of 
medical professionals, including anesthesiologist, physical 
therapist ,  and internist work together to ensure
comprehensive care for the patient.
World-class standard certification for total knee replacement
program by JCI in the USA.
High technology (digital template / pre-operative planning
program) is used to plan precise procedure to decrease
injury to the surrounding tissues as well as indicate the
size and position of the prosthetic to lengthen its lifetime
of use.
Pain management techniques, such as adductor canal
block and radiofrequency ablation (radiofrequency ablati
on is an additional option), are used to minimize pain.
Standard and premium prosthetic joints last at least 
15 – 20 years.
Low risk of complications, such as nerve damages, 
infections, or blood clots.
Enhanced Recovery After Surgery (ERAS) Program help
quick recover with a team of experienced physical therapists. 
Patients can walk within 24 hours after surgery and return 
to their normal routines.For more information, please contact

Hip and Knee Center
1   Floor, South wing (S1) Bangkok International Hospital Building
(+66) 2310 3731  +66) 2310 3732)

st 

KNEE REPLACEMENT SURGERY 
LESS PAINFUL, QUICK RECOVERY, 
WALK WITHIN 24  HOURS.

Reference : 
Dr. Wallob Samranvedhya 
Orthopedic Surgeon (specialized in hip and knee) 
Hip and Knee Center, Bangkok International Hospital
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Whether you’re taking your first step in Asia, or you’re already 
well on your journey, we can help with your Private Wealth 
Management needs. 

Being the leading Nordic bank in Singapore, we understand 
the unique challenges you face living and investing in Asia. 
With a wide network and decades of experience, we can help 
you achieve your goals.

+65 6357 0882
sebgroup.lu/singapore



6   ScandAsia • October 2022

Publisher :
Scandinavian Publishing Co., Ltd.
211 Soi Prasert Manukitch 29
Prasert Manukitch Road
Bangkok 10230, Thailand
Tel. +66 2 943 7166-8
Fax: +66 2 943 7169
E-mail: news@scandasia.com

Editor-in-Chief :
Gregers A.W. Møller
gregers@scandmedia.com

Advertising :
Finn Balslev
finn@scandmedia.com
MB: +66 81 866 2577 

Graphic Designer :
Peerapol Meesuwan
Peerapol@scandmedia.com

Production Manager:
Sopida Yatprom

Printing :
Thanathorn Print  and  
Packaging Part., Ltd.

ScandAsia is a printed magazine and online media 
covering the people and businesses of Denmark, 
Sweden, Norway, Finland living and working in 
China, Hong Kong, Thailand, Malaysia, Singapore, 
Indonesia, Philippines, Vietnam, Cambodia, Laos 
and Myanmar. 

Who should subscribe:
ScandAsia subscribers are typically Nordic expats 
and companies from the Nordic countries living 
in and active in Asia. Another group of subscribers 
are Nordic people living in the Nordic countries 
who subscribe to ScandAsia for personal or 
business reasons. We also have many Asian 
subscribers, who for a wide range of reasons are 
following the activities of the Nordic expats and 
companies via a subscription to ScandAsia.

The ScandAsia magazine is produced 
every month and distributed to all 
print version subscribers via postal 
services and to all eMagazine sub-
scribers via email. Subscribing to the 
eMagazine is FREE - simply sign up on 
the ScandAsia.com website.

Become a ScandAsia user/
get free digital ScandAsia magazine 
or paid subscription via 
www.scandasia.com!

6   ScandAsia • October 2022

Editorial

Let’s go Revenge Partying!

“Revenge traveling” was the term which the 
tourism industry invented to describe the 
boom in traveling activity that shot up as  

soon as all the Covid related traveling restrictions  
were lifted.

Now that we are standing on the threshold of the 
festive season, I think a lot of us are looking forward 
to some serious revenge par tying. Remember the 
count down parties before Covid? Remember the jam 
packed city squares on New Years Eve? The pubs filled 
to the brim and more queuing up to get in from the  
street outside.

All the chambers and social associations are gearing up 
for Christmas lunches during November and December, 
all the starved out hotels and restaurants are pushing 
special offers for “Festive Season Brunches” and “Year 
End Magic Nights”. Most of the Nordic Chambers in 
South East Asia are throwing Annual Balls and Christmas 
Lunches again and I love to see the remaining Nordic 
expats go out and supporting them.

This all falls in line with the  urge to party at a high-
intensity level in large gatherings as an attempt to make 
up for lost party time during social isolation.

I am personally all for going all out this festive season. I will 
join the lunches, I will sing the drinking songs, I will dance 
in the streets on New Years Eve, I will celebrate life and 
that most of us are still here. I will send a brief thought 
of sympathy to the bereaved families of the ones, who 
didn’t make it. But I will still definitely rejoice more than 
I will be sad.

How about you?

Gregers Moller
Editor in Chief
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News brief

Sabotage on gas pipes in the Baltic Sea

Europe, but for both Sweden and 
Denmark it was a wakeup call to the 
vulnerability of these important in-
stallations as well as the data cables 
crossing the Baltic Sea.

The pipelines are 1.224 kilo-
meters long and consists of 199.755 
pieces of pipe of up to 12 m.. Each 
standard piece of pipe weighs 24 t. 
and has an inner diameter of 1,15 
m.. Overall, 2.424.00 t. steel has 
been utilized for building the North 
Stream which has a capacity of 55 
mia. m3 of gas, enough to sustain 26 
mio. households equivalent to 600 
shipments of liquid gas.

The leaks have prompted geo-
political tensions with NATO declar-
ing “irresponsible acts of sabotage”, 
the Western alliance warning of be-
ing prepared to “deter and defend 
against the use of energy and other 
hybrid tactics” and Russian President 
Vladimir Putin blaming the leaks on 
“international terrorism”.

Russia has dismissed accusa-
tions of being behind the explosions 
causing the leaks and has launched 
an international terrorism investi-
gation while urging Washington to 
answer whether it was behind the 
leaks. This suggestion was rejected 
by the United States as “ridiculous.”

As of now, the area of the leak-
ages is being surveilled by Danish 
Armed Forces and other authorities, 
while a ban of seafaring within ten 
kilometers of the leakages, due to 
danger of explosion and potential 
lost buoyance force if sailing above 
leaking gas, has been introduced. 
Further, flight traffic within 1 kilome-
ter of the uprising gas is now pro-
hibited. The general level of Military 
Readiness has been increased to the 
next highest level – orange – mean-
ing all energy companies ought to 
increase security levels on energy 
plants and restrict access as much 
as possible.

On Monday 26 September, 
Denmark and Sweden 
were shocked by the news 

that the gas pipelines North Stream 
2 and North Stream 1 in the Baltic 
Sea had been sabotaged. Explosions 
were clearly recorded and it is ruled 
out that the leaks could have hap-
pened by accident. 

The initial leak was detected 
on the Nor th Stream 2 pipeline 
located Southeast of Dueodde on 
Bornholm, Denmark’s Easternmost 
Island. Later on Monday evening, 
two additional leakages was report-
ed by Swedish Sjöfar tsverket on 
Nor th Stream 1 located Nor th-
east of Bornholm. One of the leak-
ages happened within international 
waters although recognized as the 
Danish Exclusive Economic Zone 
(EEZ). An economic zone is a zone 
located outside a country’s territo-
rial waters in which the neighboring 
coastal state has exclusive power of 
exploiting natural resources.

Later, a third leakage was dis-
covered on the pipe line inside the 
Swedish Exclusive Economic Zone.

Nor th Stream 1 is currently 
closed – officially due to mainte-
nance – while North Stream 2 was 
never opened as sanctions against 
Russia was initiated after the inva-
sion of Ukraine. The leakages would 
therefore not have any effect on gas 
supplies to Denmark or the rest of 
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News brief

Unidentified drones threatening 
Norwegian oil fields

On the same day as the sab-
otage of the gas-pipes in 
the Baltic Sea, Norway’s 

Petrolium Safety Authority (PSA), 
reported that unidentified drones 
had been seen flying near Norwe-
gian offshore oil platforms and urged 
oil companies to increase alertness.

Drones had been sighted near 
Equinor’s giant oil field Johan Sver-
drup and also near the Heidrun 
platform in the North Sea, breaching 
the 500-metre security perimeter. 

Drones have further been spotted 
near Kristin, Gullfaks C, Snorre A and 
Gina Krog installations. Norway’s 
southwestern police initiated inves-
tigations into the sightings and noti-
fied the Norwegian Police Security 
Service which deals with terrorism 
threats.

A few days later, Norway de-
cided to deploy navy ships to pro-
tect its oil and gas installations from 
possible sabotage.

Norwegian pr ime minister, 

Jonas Gahr Stoere, told reporters 
the Navy would be positioned near 
offshore installations while police 
presence would be increased near 
facilities on land. Equinor declared 
to have increased security measures 
at its installations.

Norway is now Europe’s lead-
ing gas and oil supplier with over 90 
offshore oil and gas fields connected 
by gas pipelines stretching approx. 
9.000 km.
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News brief

Nordic reactions to the passing 
of Queen Elizabeth II

After 70 years of an extraordi-
nary reign, Queen Elizabeth 
II died on 8 September 2022, 

aged 96, at the Balmoral Castle in 
Scotland. Her death was marked 
in all the Nordic countries where 
leaders and royal families were quick 
to pay their respect and send con-
dolences to the British Royal Family.

Denmark’s Queen Margrethe 
II’s condolences to King Char les 
were published on the webpage of 
the Danish Royal House.

“Deeply moved by the sad 
news of your beloved mother’s 
death, I send you and Camilla my 
warmest thoughts and prayers. Your 
mother was very important to me 
and my family (…) We shall miss her 
terribly,” she wrote.

Norway’s King Harald wrote 
in his condolence message that he 

is deeply saddened to receive the 
news that Her Majesty Queen Eliza-
beth has passed away. King Harald 
has decided that a flag will be flown 
at half-mast from the Norwegian 
Palace Balcony today and at the day 
of the funeral.

Sweden’s King Carl XVI Gustaf 
offered likewise his heartfelt condo-
lences to Her Majesty’s family and 
her people. The condolence was 
posted on the official homepage 
of the Swedish Royal Cour t and 
describes how Elizabeth had always 
been dear to the King and his family.

Finland’s President, Sauli Ni-
inistö expressed, on Twitter, his con-
dolences for the passing of Queen 
Elizabeth II.

“During her 70-year reign, she 
witnessed and shaped history like 
few others. Her sense of duty and 

dedication to service are an exam-
ple to us all. Deepest condolences 
to the royal family and the British 
people”, tweeted President Niinistö.

Iceland’s President Guðni Th. 
Jóhannesson wrote on Twitter :

“Queen Elizabeth will be re-
membered for her commitment and 
duty towards her people and for be-
ing a strong and courageous woman. 
I will remember her curiosity and 
warmth. My deepest condolences to 
the people of the United Kingdom 
and the Commonwealth.”

Apart from the heads of state, 
all the Nordic prime ministers issued 
similar statements.
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News brief

Her Majesty Queen Mar-
grethe II of Denmark has 
decided that, as of Janu-

ary 1 2023, the titles of Prince and 
Princess should be removed from 
the children of her son, his Royal 
Highness Prince Joachim. Instead 
of Prince and Princess her grand-
children can only use their titles as 
Counts or Countess of Monpezat. 
Instead of being addressed as “Your 
Royal Highness” they will have to 
be addressed as “Your Excellency” 
in the future. But the grandchildren 
maintain their places in the order of 
succession.

The first one to comment on 
the decision was Countess Alex-
andra, the former wife of Prince 
Joachim and the mother of two of 
Queen Margrethe’s grandchildren, 
Pr ince Nikolai and Prince Felix. 
Countess Alexandra said her chil-
dren were sad and shocked.

“It’s the children’s identities and, 
as a parent, you are affected by that,” 
said Helle von Wildenrath, speaking 
on behalf of Countess Alexandra, 
Prince Joachim and his current wife 
Princess Marie.

“It is a different story from 
when they were deprived of the an-
nuity (an annual amount of money, 

Red.) They have always been aware 
that they are to take care of them-
selves. They have been extremely se-
rious and responsible of their titles. 
They are born as princes and prin-
cesses, so it is vulnerable for them to 
be deprived of.”

A c lear ly af fected Pr ince 
Joachim expressed, when inter-
viewed by Danish tabloid news-
paper Ekstra Bladet, how he felt 
his children were being harmed by 
being stripped of their royal titles. 
The Prince was asked about how 
it had affected his relationship with 
his mother to which he answered “I 
don’t think I have to elaborate on 
that at this instant”.

The ruling affects all four chil-
dren of Prince Joachim; Prince Niko-
lai, 23, Prince Felix, 20, Prince Henrik, 
13, and Princess Athena, 10. After 
divorcing Alexandra in 2005, Prince 
Joachim married Princess Marie in 
2008, with the couple later wel-
coming Prince Henrik and Princess 
Athena.

On Thursday, Prince Nikolai, 
the oldest of the grandchildren, 
commented on the matter. “My fam-
ily and I are, obviously, very sad. We 
are, as my parents have also been 
expressing, in shock over this deci-

sion and how fast it has happened,” 
he told Danish DR.

Chief of Communication at 
the Danish Royal House, Lene Bal-
leby, says Prince Joachim has been 
aware that his children were going 
to be deprived of their titles since 
May 2022 and expresses the Royal 
House’s understanding of the dif-
ficulty of the situation.

Queen Margrethe II herself told 
reporters, during an event at the Na-
tional Museum in Copenhagen, that 
the decision was one which she had 
been “mulling over for some time.”

“It is a consideration I have had 
for quite a long time, and I think it 
will be good for them in their future. 
That is the reason.” Being asked if 
the ruling was for the sake of her 
grandchildren she replied: “Yes, of 
course.”

Royal expert and Political Edi-
tor at Danish Radio4, Thomas Lars-
en, calls it a “severe escalation of the 
internal crisis within the royal family.”

“It is now clear for everyone, 
that there is great dispute within the 
royal family. It is fur ther clear, that 
Prince Joachim and his part of the 
family feels bypassed and are very 
distressed with the decision,” he told 
Danish DR.

His Royal Highness 
Prince Joachim with 
all his four children 
and his current wife 
Princess Marie.

Queen Margrethe II downgrades 
her royal grandchildren
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News brief

Hong Kong lifts quarantine 
requirements for arrivals

The government of Hong Kong 
announced on September 
23 the lifting of compulsory 

quarantine requirement for travel-
ers from overseas, starting from 26 
September. At present, the epidemic 
situation has peaked and is showing 
signs of subsiding, why the govern-
ment has declared that Hong Kong’s 
immunity shield is able to ward off 
the spread of the COVID-19 virus.

On a press conference, Chief 
Executive John Lee said the gov-
ernment wishes “to minimize the 
inconvenience faced by arrivals due 
to quarantine requirements and al-
low room for Hong Kong to con-
nect with the world as far as pos-
sible, while being able to contain the 
epidemic development.” He further 
said his administration also took into 
account people’s livelihood, eco-
nomic activities, Hong Kong’s com-
petitiveness and other factors.

As a result, it is no longer re-
quired to present negative test re-
sults for COVID-19. Instead,  travel-
ers should present a negative result 
of a PCR-test, conducted within 24 
hours before jumping on a flight to 
Hong Kong. It will be possible to ac-
quire a PCR-test at the airport, and 
arrivals can head home immediately 
without waiting for the result.

The government further intro-
duced a “0+3 arrangement” under 
which arrivals are subject to three 
days of medical surveillance. Dur-
ing surveillance, they are allowed 
to roam freely but face restricted 
access to bars and restaurants. This 
is followed by a four-day self-mon-
itoring period, making it a 7-day 
observation period in total. Travelers 
are expected to take four PCR-
tests conducted upon arrival – day 
zero – and on day two, day four, and 
day six. With a negative test after 

day two, travelers are issued a blue 
QR-code after the third day, and 
they are thereby free of all restric-
tions. Should travelers test positive 
to COVID-19, their Vaccine Pass will 
be converted to a Red Code.

Hong Kong residents who are 
not fully vaccinated will be allowed 
to return, although they will need to 
follow existing procedures to obtain 
a Vaccine Pass.

Hong Kong’s Covid-19 poli-
cies are very stringent compared to 
the rest of the world, and the city 
continues to enforce a four person 
limit in public, to uphold face masks 
outdoors, and to mandate the use 
of a contact tracing app to enter 
certain premises.

Chief Executive John Lee (right) 
and Secretary for Health 

Lo Chung-mau at the press 
conference on 23 
September, 2022
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News brief

Swedish DJ Alesso to play in the 
Philippines

Garuda Indonesia files for Bankruptcy

Indonesia’s national carrier Ga-
ruda Indonesia filed in September 
for Bankruptcy at a New York 

Bankruptcy cour t and requested 
the recognition of its recent debt 
restructuring deal in a Jakarta court.

Reported by Nasdaq, Garuda 

and its creditors agreed to halve its 
debt to around $5 billion, although 
this is currently being challenged in 
Jakarta’s supreme court by Ireland-
based aircraft lessor, Greylag Goose 
Leasing, with a decision yet to be 
made.

Greylag Goose has previously 
objected to Garuda and its credi-
tors calculation of claims at around 
2.3 trillion rupia ($152.07 million). 
Claims from Boeing, one of Garuda’s 
lessor’s, to Garuda are estimated at 
$822 million.

Foreign companies are allowed 
to file for bankruptcy in the United 
States bankruptcy cour ts if they 
have assets, proper ty or business 
in multiple countries, including the 
United States.

Shortly after the star t of the 
Covid crisis, Thailand’s national air-
line, Thai Airways International, like-
wise went bankrupt but its debt 
burden has since been restructured.

Swedish DJ, Alesso will have a 
concert at the SMDC Festival 
Grounds, in Manila, the Philip-

pines on the upcoming 17 Decem-
ber 2022.

Previously, in September 2016, 
DJ Alesso had his first Philippine 
concert as a part of the “Road to 
Ultra Festival” at the Mall of Asia 
along with many other artists.

“In My Feelings” is his newest 
single of 2022 featured house pro-
ducer Deniz Koyu. This year, concert 
tickets and VIP spots will be available 
to purchase on SM Tickets’ and Ova-
tion Ticket’s official websites, though 
the date of their release will be an-
nounced later.
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News brief

Danish Embassy in Vietnam 
welcomes new Ambassador

Malaysian Danish Business 
Council has changed its 
name and will from now 

on be known as DanCham Malaysia 
- Danish Chamber of Commerce 
Malaysia.

The name change comes after 
20 years of operation under the 
MDBC name. The Malaysian Danish 
Business Council was founded on 19 
October 1992 and is a non-profit 
organization with the aim of assist-
ing Malaysian and Danish business 
women and men in their effor ts 
to promote trade, services and in-
vestments between Malaysia and 
Denmark.

MDBC now DanCham Malaysia

The Embassy of Denmark in 
Vietnam welcomed H.E. Mr. 
Nicolai Prytz as the new Am-

bassador on 8 September 2022.
On the same day, the Ambas-

sador presented his credentials to 
the President of Vietnam, H.E. Mr. 
Nguyen Xuan Phuc.

Both par ties discussed more 
potential collaborations and will 
fur ther strengthen the meaningful 
relationship between Denmark and 
Vietnam.

A few days later, the new Dan-
ish Ambassador joined - along with 
other EU and ASEAN Ambassadors 
and staff - a bicycle ride around West 
Lake in Hanoi to mark the 45th an-
niversary of EU-ASEAN diplomatic 
relations on 11 September 2022.
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News brief

Finnish church closed in Thailand

strategy of the church is to encour-
age the Finns to integrate their ac-
tivities into the activities of their 
local Lutheran Church.

In an interview in ScandAsia 
in 2007, Jyrki Markanen told about 
when he first came to Thailand in 
1997.

“I was appointed by the Finnish 
Evangelical Lutheran Mission for a 
four years period. I became the pas-
tor of one of the eight congregations 

The full-time church ministry 
among Finns in Finnish lan-
guage has been closed since 

the end of August. However, Jyrki 
Markkanen, the long time resident 
and full-time pastor among the Finns 
in Thailand, will remain in Thailand.

“I will be working as an adviser 
for theological education and pro-
gramme management within the 
Finnish Evangelical Lutheran Mis-
sion (FELM) and I will be based in 
Bangkok,” Jyrki Markkanen says to 
ScandAsia.

“In order to ensure a smooth 
transition I will also be in charge of 
Advent and Christmas services in 
Finnish language in Southeast Asia 
this year,” Jyrki Markkanen adds.

Instead of a permanent Finn-
ish Church in Thailand, there will be 
changing traveling Finnish pastors 
coming to Southeast Asia for Ad-
vent and Christmas.

However, the presence of the 
church will not completely disap-
pear, Jyrki Markkanen explains. The 

Danish Pastor Christa Lund Herum and Finnish Pastor Jyrki Markkanen have been working well together since the Danish 
Church was established in Bangkok in 2017. Here they pray together during the 2021 joint Nordic Christmas service in Christ 
Church in Bangkok.

Pastor Jyrki Markkanen wishing a 
blessed Christmas to the congregation 
after the Nordic Christmas service in 
Bangkok in 2019.

in Bangkok totaling around 2-3.000 
members in Thailand most of them 
being Thais.”

Then in 2002, Jyrki Mark-
kanen was asked if he wanted to 
be responsible for the Finnish state 
church in Bangkok.

“I said yes, so now I actually 
have two jobs”, Jyrki Markkanen 
joked at the time.

Already then, Jyrki Markkanen 
was in no hurry to leave Thailand. 
His wife was working as a nurse at 
a shelter for unmarried pregnant 
women called “Home of Grace” and 
their children, the daughter seven 
years old and their son 11 years old 
at the time, were students at Bang-
kok Pattana School.

“Nobody knows the future but 
we are not in a hurry to go anywhere 
else. At present we feel quite all right 
here” Pastor Jyrki Markkanen told 
ScandAsia back in 2007. Today, 15 
years later, this seems indeed to be 
unchanged.
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News brief

Danish protein powder based 
on Thailand’s crickets

The Trade Council of Embassy 
of Denmark in Thailand in late 
September visited Danish 

company Essentia Protein Solutions 
in Bangkok where they were pre-
sented with Essentia’s new protein 
powder made from crickets which 
will be produced in Thailand.

The Embassy states that the 

protein solution will suppor t the 
food sustainability agenda across the 
world by ensuring a green transition 
of the global food and beverage in-
dustry, and Denmark could play an 
important role in the transition as it 
is frontrunner in providing innova-
tive solutions.

The product was announced 

on Thursday 22 September and will 
be available to customers in No-
vember 2022.

The Trade Council promotes 
trade and investment between Thai-
land, Cambodia and Denmark by 
assisting Danish companies.

A total of sixteen Slovakia-
produced howitzers jointly 
financed by Denmark, Nor-

way, and Germany will be deliv-
ered to Ukraine in 2023, announced 
German Defense Minister Christine 
Lambrecht on 2 October 2022.

According to the manufacturer, 
these defense weapons can fire all 
types of NATO 155 millimeter cali-
ber ammunition.

All three countries are equally 
financing the production, as the total 
value of the procurement is 90 mil-
lion US dollars.

Denmark, Norway, and Germany 
to pay for artillery weapons 
to Ukraine in 2023

The Zuzana howitzer produced in Slovakia.
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News brief

Trendy Danish fashion brand
Baum und Pferdgarten selected 
by Siam Discovery

Siam Discovery recently hosted 
the event, “The Future of Fash-
ion” to introduce various fash-

ion brands selected from around 
the world. One of the most stylish 
and trendy international brands pre-
sented was the Danish Baum und 
Pferdgarten.

Baum und Pferdgar ten’s Pre-
Fall 2022 collection, “Post-Modern 
Explorer” is inspired by the 1912 
paint ing entit led “A Mountain 
Climber” by the Danish artist, Jens 
Ferdinand Willumsen. The painting 
portrays the artist’s wife with a view 
of the Alpine mountains in the style 
of Expressionism.

The “Post-Modern Explorer” 
collection is designed to have the 
colors used in the painting like pink 
and blue, and the sharp brushstrokes. 
The brand creates the combination 
of silk, Denim, and Jacquard fabrics, 
which presents an interesting con-
trast.

Founded in Copenhagen in 
1999, Baum und Pferdgar ten has 
become one of the leading Dan-
ish fashion houses known for their 
timeless and design-led collections 
that are full of unexpected playful 
contrasts.

H&M hosts “Celestial Spaces” 
concert featuring Filipino pop-group
The Swedish fashion retailer, 

H&M, hosted a vir tual con-
cer t, “Celestial Spaces” fea-

turing P-pop group, BGYO, on 24 
September and 25 September 2022.

The BGYO members Gelo, 

Akira, Mikki, JL, and Nate performed 
a 45-minute concert dressed in the 
current and previous collections of 
H&M.

The event was not the first 
time for H&M to work with music 
bands. H&M has previously launched 
the collection, “The World is My 
Home” with the Filipino streetwear 
brand, Don’t Blame the Kids (DBTK). 
This was the first Filipino brand that 
got to work together with H&M.

Par ticipants BGYO concer t 
and fashion show could also win 
exclusive merchandise and VIP tick-
ets to the viewing par ty with the 
pop-group.
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When choosing a pre-school or kindergar-
ten, many things can be checked from 
the website. Where is the institution 
located? Ask Google maps how traffic 

usually is at different times of the day. Is it based on a 
religion or an educational philosophy?

If you have moved to Asia recently, it’s a good idea 
to check if there is a Nordic association where you live. 
They often have mothers groups that can give you useful 
input for your choice.

 
Questions for your visit
When you have narrowed down your choice and you are 
ready to visit the place. What should you look for? Here 
are some ideas.

 
• Is it really international or just local with an inter-

national name?
• Do they have a part-time or full-day program?
• What time do sessions start and finish?
• What sort of activities do the children do?
• Do the children have a scheduled rest during  

the day?
• How many children do they have attending?
• How long have they been operating?
• Do they have outdoor and indoor areas for  

children to play and learn?
• What resources and equipment do they have to 

support children’s learning?
• Do they provide any additional help and support 

to under 5s with special education needs?
• Is the facility safe and clean?
• Where is the first-aid kit and do they know how 

to use it?

How to pick a kindergarten, 
preschool or pre-prep school?

Below you can find inspiration for more criteria and questions 
to ask - and prepare yourself for the questions the pre-school 
might want to ask you!

 

• Are there age-appropriate books and toys?
• Is there a safe outdoor play area with adequate 

shade?
• Does the classroom provide a variety of activities 

or “centers”?
• Is the atmosphere fun and inviting?
• Do the children seem happy?
• Do you yourself feel good here? Trust your gut!
 

Meeting the teacher is one of the most important as-
pects of choosing a preschool. If he or she answers your 
questions warmly and attentively, and you are happy with 
the feeling the teacher gives you, then it’s safe to say you 
found a good fit.

 Teachers love knowing that you are ready to part-
ner with them in your child’s education, so ask as many 
questions as you can.

 
 Visit the Boss
Now, it is time to meet the director. Here’s a quick check-
list of things you’ll want to talk to the director about when 
you visit.

• About the money, what are the payments and what 
you get for each fee? Is there an enrolment fee? Is 
there a separate application fee? What does the 
tuition fee cover? Are field trips included? Is lunch 
included? What does the uniforms cost? Make it 
clear that now is the time to be honest. If there 
are other costs that surface later, you will remove 
your child.

• How do they punish bad behavior?
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• What are the safety procedures for dropping off 
and picking up children?

• How will the kindergar ten or preschool com-
municate with you? (Newsletters, emails, apps, 
conferences?)

• Are they licensed or in other ways meet safety 
requirements and provides adequate staffing?

 
What the preschool may ask you
Most parents forget that the preschool may also have 
questions. It is a 2-way street.

• Many pre-schools will not take in children that are 
not toilet trained by the time they start. Kindergar-
tens might be more relaxed and of course nurser-
ies will be OK, but it is an issue the institution would 
like to ask you about.

• Separation anxiety is another issue. Can your child 
be left with others without their parents staying? 
How well do you handle it, when your child starts 
crying?

• How well does your child communicate verbally? 
This is especially important if they’re not feeling 
well and need to communicate the issue to the 
responsible teacher.

• Finally, discipline is an important issue. The teacher 
might want to know how you admonish your child 
at home when he or she behaves badly.

Is there an enrolment 
fee? Is there a separate 
application fee? What 

does the tuition fee 
cover? Are field trips 

included? Is lunch 
included? What does the 

uniform cost?
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Swedish School in Bangkok 
moved to Ekamai

News brief

Swedish School Organisa-
tion in Bangkok – Svenska 
Skolföreningen Bangkok – has 

moved. The students now meet at 
Bright Skies International School by 
Acacia at Ekamai soi 63/6 every Sat-
urday morning between 10 am and 
12.00 noon.

SSFBKK is an over ten years old 
organisation offering Swedish after 
school activities and language train-
ing and can not be compared to a 
regular Swedish school. It’s a  volun-
tary activity but the school organisa-
tion receives a financial contribution 
from Sweden for children between 
6 and 20 years of age, who has at 
least one parent who is a Swedish 
citizens and where Swedish is spo-
ken as an active language at home.

In Bangkok, the organisation 
also has a group for younger kids not 

fulfilling the criteria.
The focus is on keeping up the 

Swedish language and to develop 
the speaking skills and also to learn 
about Swedish culture and tradi-
tions.

The young chi ldren learn 
through playing games and other 
suitable activities, while the older 
students learn to improve their 
reading and writing etc. Sometimes 
they organise fieldtrips and invite 
the parents to join. The school has 
access to Swedish books and the 
children can also bring their own 
books if they prefer.

Every year, the children prac-
tice a Santa Lucia procession and 
perform at the Embassy or the Resi-
dence and the Thai-Swedish Cham-
ber of Commerce.

Usually, while the children join 

the classes, the parents enjoy a cup 
of coffee (FIKA) at a near by cof-
feeshop.  

A term/semester contains ap-
proximately 15 lessons and the cost 
per child is 3000 thb.

You can learn more on the 
webpage for Swedish School Or-
ganisation Bangkok as well as on 
Facebook.
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Year 4 students at Bangkok 
Patana School are captivated 
by their learning theme for 

Term 1 – Chocolate! Throughout 
this mouth-watering theme, their 
teachers use chocolate as a vehi-
cle to teach a variety of subjects. 
Students learn about the history 
of chocolate making, the culture of 
the Mayans and the Aztecs and fair 
trade. Students will also be making 
their own varieties of chocolate in 
Science and Design+Technology, as 
well as designing their own choco-
late bar labels in Art.

To begin this extravaganza 
of chocolate, the students were 
launched into Roald Dahl’s world 
of chocolate at Mr Wonka’s Choco-
late Factory. Surprise guests from 
the famous story dramatically per-

Chocolate is good for eating….
and learning!
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As historians, the Year 4 stu-
dents went back in time and learnt 
that the Aztecs believed that choco-
late was a gift from the god Quet-
zalcoatl, the god of wisdom, and 
that the seeds once had so much 
value that they were used as a form 
of currency worth more than gold! 
They then learned how to make 
Aztec hot chocolate and tasted 
their concoctions, which had a bit 
of a spicy kick. It was certainly an 
acquired taste! Luckily, they followed 
up with a cup of regular hot choco-
late more suited to their tastes.

The final activity involved be-
coming ‘Cookie Quality Controllers’ 
as they had to carefully map out 
and excavate chocolate chips from 
cookies. This led to some mathemat-
ical analysis as Mr Wonka wanted 

to know if his cookies were con-
sistent in their cookie to chocolate 
chip ratio.

This exciting start to the theme 
of chocolate has sparked the cu-
riosity and creativity of our Year 4 
learners. They are already inspired, 
posing deep and interesting ques-
tions about chocolate that will drive 
their learning throughout Term 1. 
Learning in this way is interactive 
and engaging!

“For more information please 
contact www.patana.ac.th 
or call 02-785 2200.”

formed the moment the children 
in the story entered Willy Won-
ka’s wonderful chocolate fi l led 
world. (The surprise guests were 
their intrepid, costumed teachers, of 
course!) Mr Wonka then challenged 
the children to explore chocolate 
in four different ways through play-
based learning. 
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I remember being picked up by my 
mother on my first day of nursery 
and proudly handing over my first 

ever painting – a series of blue and 
yellow lines on an A3 page. I was ex-
tremely proud of my boat as it hung 
in my playroom for years to come, 
and I remember how my mother’s 
reaction made me feel wonderful. 
Now, as an early years educator at 
Bangkok Prep, I take great pleasure 
in seeing children take home their 
own little masterpieces. Whilst it is 
known that the role of ar t in the 
classroom is integral and something 
that we value greatly, how does it 
really support the development of 
our children? 

‘A recent study found that the 
role of ar t in the classroom had 
a positive impact on the develop-
ment of certain competencies such 
as self-awareness, self-management, 

social awareness, relationship skills 
and responsible decision making.’(1) 
This journey begins in the early years 
classroom and educators strive to 
enhance their provision to provide 
children with as many opportuni-
ties to access ar t materials freely 
throughout the day. Here’s how art 
benefits our little ones:

Sparking curiosity: 
Children are naturally curious, and 
their desire for meaning can be fa-
cilitated through creating visual art. 
A successful creative area will have a 
huge range of resources from paints, 
painting tools, paper and junk, and 
children will be encouraged to ex-
plore these resources to imitate 
what they have observed in the 
world around them as they recreate 
their own realities.

The role of art in the classroom
By Michaela Reid

Fine motor 
development:
As children grasp and manipulate 
tools, they begin to strengthen the 
muscles in their hands. These actions 
help develop children’s fine mo-
tor control, and as they do so, the 
quality of their ar t work becomes 
more refined and they gain speed 
in completing tasks. Fine motor skills 
are required for everyday tasks such 
as buttoning clothes, unscrewing 
lids and turning book pages. Ac-
tively creating artwork gives children 
ample opportunities to unknowingly 
build upon these skills in the class-
room, all while having fun!
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Cognitive 
development: 
including decision 
making and 
calculated risk:
Engaging in ar t activities helps to 
develop children’s cognition – they 
learn cause and effect and classi-
fication of objects such as shapes, 
colors and symbols. Children’s abil-
ity to problem solve, memorize and 
visually analyze are also improved. 
Not only this, but children develop 
their concentration skills and ability 
to persevere. Allowing children to 
access the ar t resources in a no-
pressure environment gives them 
the opportunity to explore freely 
and move at their own pace – the 
perfect way to learn!

Relationship skills 
and social 
development:
As children begin to learn to col-
laborate with one another, they par-
take in group initiatives to complete 
art projects. I often find children will 
naturally work together when junk 
modeling or creating larger pieces. 
Naturally, their communication skills 
develop as they articulate how to 
complete tasks and suppor t each 
other. As an educator, it is wonder-
ful to hear children offer words of 
support or compliment their peers. 
Children learn how to give feedback 
to their friends and offer opinions 
on final pieces.

Self-awareness 
and expression: 
Children are able to express their 
thoughts and feelings through vi-
sual art. Some younger children will 
mark-make to create images which 
make sense to them. Mark-making 
refers to the different lines, dots, pat-
terns, textures, etc. we produce in an 
artwork (2). What may appear to be 
a scribble to us, can be a represen-
tation of something a child has ex-
perienced, for example, a storm or 
a feeling. As children develop their 
mark-making, their visual represen-
tations become clearer. Children 

Photos courtesy of Bangkok Prep

enjoy drawing their family or memo-
rable experiences like a trip on an 
airplane, or a bir thday par ty. They 
begin to identify their family mem-
bers, friends and familiar characters 
in their representations. When mis-

takes are made or outcomes do not 
go as planned, children learn how to 
regulate themselves emotionally and 
continue to persevere.
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LEARNING FOR THE FUTURE
THE EARLY YEARS provides a strong
foundation through play-based learning.

   oung children are natural inquirers. 
They love to explore, discover, and ask 
questions. The Early Years, which at KIS 
is part of the IB Primary Years 
Programme (PYP), builds on this 
natural curiosity, acknowledging that 
experiences during the early years lay 
the foundation for all future learning.

The Early Years experience provides a 
welcoming and safe learning
environment, both indoors and 
outdoors, where children learn through 
play. Academic and social learning 
are integrated, helping children 
achieve independence, self
confidence and a sense of 
responsibility. With a great teacher to 
student ratio, our students receive 
plenty of individual care and attention.

Learning is engaging in the PYP as 
students learn through “Units of 
Inquiry” which bring different subjects 
together in a real world context. 
Students collaborate to discover 
languages, math, social sciences, arts, 
Thai, music, IT and more. These 
subjects are taught in a 
transdisciplinary manner through 
themes, which helps students make 
connections, organize their knowledge 
and understand the relevance of the 
concept and ideas they are learning.

KIS is an International Baccalaureate 
(IB) World School offering a continuum 
of IB education for students from 3-19 
years old. The IB is academically 
strong, well balanced, international, 
and respected globally. At KIS students 
in all grade levels learn through the IB, 
following the IB Primary Years, Middle 
Years Programme, IB Career-related 
and the IB Diploma Programmes. 

Students don’t just learn knowledge, 
they learn skills that serve them 
throughout their lives.

KIS inspires individuals to make the 
world a better place helping students 
to be successful in KIS and prepared 
for university and beyond. 

Please contact our admissions office 
to schedule a tour and learn more 
about becoming part of the KIS 
learning community. SCAN HERE TO 

FIND OUT MORE

KIS International School
999/123-124 Pracha-Utit Road.
Samsennok, Huay Kwang,
Bangkok 10310, Thailand

T: +66 (0) 2274 3444
E: admissions@kis.ac.th

www.kis.ac.th

“The most effective 
kind of education
is that a child should 
play amongst 
lovely things” 
– Plato.
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What and Why of Open Inquiry

Research tells us that when 
children play, they learn.  But 
how can playful learning 

happen within the constr ucts 
o f  s choo l , where  there  a re 
timetables, routines, and curricular 
responsibilities that we must follow?  
Here at NIST, the Early Years team 
have created Open Inquiry, a system 
that allows for children to take the 
lead in their learning in a playful way.  
By opening up all of the doors in 
EY we essentially ‘remove the walls’ 
between our classrooms, enabling 
children to access all educators, all 
learning proposals, giving plenty of 
room to freely move through the 

carefully curated spaces and allowing 
student-initiated play to happen.   

Every day, before Open Inquiry, 
each classroom has a quick pre-play 
reflection, reviewing the learning 
that happened the day before . 
The different areas of research are 
shown on a ‘Menu of Thinking’ for 
the children to see and they are 
invited to either visit a new space 
or return to where they were the 
day before, carrying on with their 
play.  Educators are carefully placed 
throughout the environment to 
observe and listen, ask questions 
in order to support thinking to go 
deeper, engage learning, and record 

and reflect on the concepts or 
curriculum being explored.  Children 
are carefully tracked and monitored.

Once Open Inquiry time has 
come to an end, play is stopped, 
nothing is cleaned up, and children 
stay in the space to have ‘reflection 
time’.  Educators ask, “What did 
you play today?”  Children share 
their ideas, show their thinking in 
the resources used, while exper t 
educators support the development 
of their ideas. Educators may ask 
“Does anyone have an idea of what 
your friend can do next? What ideas 
do you have for tomorrow?” using 
the natural social-constructivism 
that occurs in play.  After a plan for 
learning is made for the following 
day, the space is cleaned up and 
children return back to their classes. 

It is through play that children 
solve problems, think strategically, 
and relate to others.  Play sparks 
curiosity, invites innovative thinking, 
and has the potential to foster a 
lifelong love of learning!  Here at 
NIST we strive to support each child 
to expand their thinking through play 
using our Open Inquiry approach.

Where would you like to think today?

How do I make Rangoli?Exploring a Green Screen.
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Start your child’s journey at 
Shrewsbury International School 
City Campus (Sukhumvit-Rama 9)

Shrewsbur y  I n te r na t iona l 
School Bangkok, a leading in-
ternational school in Southeast 

Asia, is one school with two cam-
puses; City Campus and Riverside, 
each with its own unique identity.

The City Campus is a special-
ist, purpose-built primary school for 
young children aged 2-11 years old, 
with a maximum enrollment of 655 
students from Nursery to Year 6. 
Children who graduate from City 
Campus in Year 6 are guaranteed a 
place in the Riverside Senior School 
in Year 7.

Three-stage learning 
journey

Children at City Campus em-
bark on an expertly-planned educa-

at Shrewsbury City Campus are 
age-appropriate and specifically de-
signed with play and discovery at 
the core of their  curriculum. Early 
Years facilities are self-contained, 
secure, and safe. There are 35 spa-
cious and tech-enabled classrooms 
with expansive outdoor views  and 
interconnected by flexible shared 
space, all of which foster creativ-
ity and collaboration. The campus 
boasts a 500-seat auditorium, a Re-
cital Hall, indoor 25m and learning 
pools, indoor Sports Hall with an 
elevated running track, natural turf 
pitch, Gymnasium, a fully-equipped 
library, air-conditioned dining space 
and various creative hubs for design, 
innovation, art, dance, drama, music, 
and soft play.

Contact us, please scan the QR 
Code or call 02-203-1222

tional journey following the British 
curriculum, nurtured by highly quali-
fied British teachers.

The learning journey here is 
divided into 3 levels;

1. Early Years (2-4 years old) - 
Nur turing curiosity and ex-
ploration.

2. Key Stage 1 (5-6 years old) - 
Developing the skills necessary 
to become excellent learners.

3. Key Stage 2 (7-11 years old) - 
Progressing academically while 
building on character and per-
sonal wellbeing.

Purpose-built and age-
appropriate facilities

The faci l it ies and learning 
equipment for each year group 
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Learning Without Limits 
in Early Years

At BISP, we are passionate 
about following children’s 
interests while providing 

real life opportunities for children 
to explore, investigate and wonder 
about the wor ld around them. 
Gross motor skil ls provide the 
foundation for developing healthy 
bodies and social and emotional 
well-being; children learn through 
physical activity, thus all areas of the 
curriculum are suppor ted when 

children are able to fully interact 
with their environment.

Effective learning environments 
are crucial in setting up children for 
success in the Early Years. Our vast 
setting includes an amazing outdoor 
learning area which is uniquely and 
purposefully designed for children 
aged 3-5 years old, with nature 
being at the forefront. This outdoor 
learning environment is open and 
accessible to Early Years children for 

the majority of the day to encourage 
and develop these crucial skills.

Physical development is one 
of the prime areas in early child 
development so having provisions 
that allow for and challenge children 
to be physical is important during 
their earliest years. These activities 
are vital in children’s all-round 
development, enabling them to 
pursue happy, healthy and active lives. 
By providing opportunities for play 
both indoors and outdoors, adults 
can suppor t children to develop 
their core-strength, stability, balance, 
spatial awareness, coordination and 
agility - in the Early Years at the 
British International School, Phuket 
we call this physical literacy. .

We take great pride in our high 
quality settings led by passionate and 
experienced Early Years teachers. 
Our balance of an inviting indoor 
learning environment coupled 
with an amazing outdoor learning 
env i ronment  a c commoda te s 
ch i ld ren ’s  d i f fe rent  types  o f 
behaviour while providing space and 
opportunities for them to be both 
active and reflective, to explore and 
to communicate.

We invite you to visit our 
amaz ing indoor and outdoor 
learning environments at BISP!

Br it ish International School , 
Phuket - Inspire Learning; Nurture 
Wellbeing; Ignite Passion
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News brief

Finnish HEI Schools Bangkok teaches 
lifelong learner skills 

Finnish Ambassador to Thailand, 
Mr. Jyri Jarviaho, visited on Sun-
day, 25 September 2022 The 

Finnish HEI School Bangkok and 

joined an activity with the children 
and teachers.

The Finnish HEI Schools Bang-
kok teaches lifelong learner skills to 

Educators invited to LIFE2023
in Lapland

Embassy of Finland in Kuala 
Lumpur calls on educators to 
join LIFE2023, the Lapland In-

ternational Forum for Education, 
on 27 January – 3 February 2023 
to learn about Finnish education 
methods.

At LIFE2023 educators may 
combine the unique possibility to see 
the mysterious Northern lights in 
Santa Claus own home town - while 
joining a professional experience 
providing a close-up introduction 
to the culture of the World’s happi-
est country through academic and 
free time programs. The program 
includes visits to Finnish schools, job 
shadowing Finnish teachers, observe 
Finnish experts, and enjoy Lapland’s 
awesome winter activities.

Finnish National Agency for 
Education and Visit Finland has rec-
ognized LIFE2023 as one of the best 
educational travel products for pro-
fessionals in Findland based on at-
tractiveness, authenticity, uniqueness, 

adaptability and educational content. 
In 2023 the program focuses on the 
theme “Teachers heading for a bet-
ter future.”

children in their first seven years, 
following the Finnish educational 
curriculum developed by exper ts 
in early childhood education at the 
University of Helsinki.

“According to research, the 
first seven years of life are called ‘the 
magical years’. It is the period when 
the brain is growing and opening to 
receive any form of stimulation,” said 
Mr. Piyapong Sumettikoon, Chief 
Academic and Pedagogy Officer of 
HEI Schools Bangkok confirmed the 
Ambassadors opinion.

These elements effectively sup-
port children social skills and self-
development.
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News brief

Swedish scientist wins 2022 Nobel 
Prize in Medicine

Swedish scientist Svante Pääbo 
won the 2022 Nobel Prize in 
Medicine for his work on hu-

man evolution by discovering the 
genetic code of humanins’ extinct 
relatives like “Neander thals” and 
“Denisovans”.

“By revealing genetic differenc-
es that distinguish all living humans 
from extinct hominins, his discover-
ies provide the basis for exploring 
what makes us uniquely human”, the 
Nobel committee said on Monday, 3 
October 2022.

In Svante Pääbo’s studies, the 
most fundamental questions like 
“where do we come from and what 
allowed Homo sapiens to succeed 

while our relatives went extinct” 
were explored.

It leads us to the knowledge 
of the connection between Nean-
der thals and modern humans as 
well as achievements of sequencing 
DNA of a human species called the 
Denisovans from a 40,000-year-old 
fragment of a finger bone discov-
ered in Siberia.

The prize is awarded by the 
Nobel Assembly of Sweden’s Karo-
linska Institute and is worth 10 mil-
lion Swedish crowns ($900,357).

Thomas Perlmann, secretary 
for the Nobel Committee for Physi-
ology or Medicine shared that the 
scientist was in delight after learning 

about his accomplishment.
“He was overwhelmed, he was 

speechless. Very happy,” said Perl-
mann.

Following his father’s legacy, 
Sune Bergström was awarded the 
same Nobel Prize in 1982.
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News brief

Finland in Kuala Lumpur presents 
the Future is Made in Finland 
webinar series

The Embassy of Finland in 
Kuala Lumpur re-introduces 
the Future is Made in Finland 

series. In the webinar series, it ex-
plores the different aspects of living, 
working, and innovating in Finland. 
The series fur ther delves into the 
meaning of success.

“Success means different things 
to different people. For some, it’s 
about having an exciting career. For 
others, it’s about having quality time 

with friends, family and loved ones. 
And others again want freedom, ad-
venture and unique experiences. No 
matter what your recipe for success 
looks like, chances are you’ll find the 
ingredients in Finland.”

The series runs over four webi-
nars; “Future-Readiness” on 11 Oc-
tober, “Responsibility” on 25 Octo-
ber, “Fearlessness” on 17 November 
and “Curiosity” on 16 December.
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Singapore reforms long-term 
work visas

Thailand extends visa-on-arrival 
to 45 days

News brief

Foreign visitors to Thailand from 
visa-exempt countries - incl. all 
the Nordic countries - with 

visa-on-arrival will be able to stay 
for up to 45 days, up from 30 days.  

“The government is working 
on a plan to come up with mea-
sures to promote tourism to ac-
commodate more tourists during 
the period,” Deputy government 
spokeswoman Traisulee Taisaranakul 
said when expaining the change.

The extending stay conditions 
will be effective from 1 October 
2022 to 31 March 2023.

The Thai Cabinet also exclud-
ed COVID-19 from the list of ill-
nesses that are forbidden for entry 
to Thailand.

ing itself as a global hub for talent 
and a safe, stable place to invest, live 
and work in. Attracting international 
businesses and white-collars from 
abroad is crucial in driving the gov-
ernment’s ambitions to strengthen 
the country’s possibility of compet-
ing with rival business hubs such as 
Hong Kong and the United Arab 
Emirates.

Selena Ling, head of Treasury 
Research & Strategy at Oversea-
Chinese Banking Corp said to news 
media Blomberg, that the new rules 
will not have a significant impact for 
all industries as they only target very 
specific high growth industries.Singapore is changing its current 

visa rules so that allow for-
eigners who earn a minimum 

of $21.431 (S$30.000) per month 
can get a five-year work pass. The 
change is aiming at attracting and at-

taining top talents and investments. 
Also eligible for long-term visas are 
exceptional candidates in spor ts, 
science and academia who do not 
meet the salary criteria.

Singapore is aiming at position-
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News brief

Danish Embassy and Danish 
Seamen’s Church in Singapore 
welcomed new students

The Embassy of Denmark in 
Singapore welcomed new 
students together with the 

Danish Seamen’s Church in Singa-
pore in mid-. The Embassy’s Head of 
Mission, Birgit Dohman Chang and 
the Embassy’s two trainees were 
present.

The student night was ment to 
inform the new students of the local 
do’s and don’ts while providing suffi-
cient amounts of hotdogs and beers.

On its Facebook page, the Em-
bassy said it was a pleasure welcom-
ing new students after few years 
without much activity, and the Em-
bassy wished the students an inspir-
ing time in Singapore.

Danish Spectre new factory 
in Vietnam starts operating

The Danish firm, Spectre, has 
star ted running its new fac-
tory in An Giang Province, 

Vietnam, after two years of con-
struction.

This is the third Spectre factory 
in Vietnam and the first Danish For-
eign Direct Investment (FDI) project 
in An Giang with a total investment 
of approximately US$17 million.

As allied with high Corporate 
Social Responsibility (CSR) stan-
dards, the factory’s construction 
used solar energy and advanced de-
sign features to assist the firm in re-
ducing the CO2 emissions per year.

Spectre offers a wide variety 
of garments for outdoor sports like 
trekking, hiking, climbing, hunting, 
golfing and sports fishing, etc. It was 
established in 1947.

Photo of employees at Spectre by the Danish Embassy in Vietnam.
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News brief

More IKEA shops to open 
in the Philippines

Mr. Georg Platzer, the manag-
er of the Swedish furniture 
retailer IKEA said that the 

company plans to open more shops 
in Manila, the Philippines.

As the market and consumers’ 
needs are growing, “it’s clear that 
one store alone will not be enough. 
The Pasay City store is the beginning 
for IKEA in the Philippines. There’s 
the possibility of more stores to 
come,” said he.

However, the new location or 
exact timing of the business expan-
sions have not been made official.

Plus, IKEA is also focusing on 
expanding its online stores.

Volvo Cars stops selling petrol 
or diesel cars in Denmark

Swedish manufacturer, Volvo 
Cars announced on Tuesday, 
20 September 2022 that it will 

no longer sell petrol or diesel ve-
hicles in Denmark.

The company is now exclu-
sively focusing on electric vehicles as 
its milestone is to be a a fully electric 
vehicle manufacturer by 2030. Ac-
cording to Volvo, electric cars and 
plug-in hybrids are in significantly 
high demand in Denmark.

Sarka Fuchsova, Head of Volvo 
Car Denmark said “it is time to say 
goodbye to hybrids over time as the 
future is all-electric.”

Volvo Car s was founded 
in 1927 in Sweden and is one of 
the company in Volvo Car Group, 
owned by a Chinese corporation, 
the Zhejiang Geely Holding Group.

“Definitely when it comes to 
online, we are about to stretch our 
fulfillment areas. Now we are just 
Metro Manila, Batangas and Pam-

panga. But in the future, we are going 
to serve more of the islands. So that 
customers from Iloilo to Leyte can 
also order online,” Mr. Georg added.
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News brief

Norbreeze Group opens office 
in Ho Chi Minh City
Norbreeze Group, the Dan-

ish owned and operated 
jewelry company, recently 

celebrated an opening ceremony of 
its new office, “Norbreeze House” 
located in District 3, Ho Chi Minh 
City, Vietnam.

The event was attended by 
founders of Norbreeze Group, An-
ders Peter Juel Sauerberg and Anne 
Trads Juel Sauerberg, the Ambas-
sador of Denmark in Vietnam, Mr. 
Nicolai Prytz, Vice Chairman of the 
Board of Directors of Norbreeze 
Collective Asia, Mr. Stig Maasbol as 
well as the Managing Director of 
Norbreeze Collective Asia, Mr. Nam 
Huynh.

Norbreeze Group was found-
ed in 2004 by Anders Peter Juel 
Sauerberg and Anne Trads Juel Sau-
erberg. During the ceremony, the 
company founders recalled Nor-
breeze’s journey of success since 

they first established the firm in 
Vietnam back in 2016.

Today, the group has come a 
long way and represents and distrib-
utes several luxury brands including 
the leading global jewelry brand like 
Pandora.

The company also used the 
occasion to introduce its new name 
“Norbreeze Collective Asia,” and 
its new logo with a design of tree 
leaves.

Mr. Nam Huynh, Managing Di-
rector of Norbreeze Collective Asia 
said that:

“The opening of a brand new 
office here in Ho Chi Minh City 
marks the start of our new exciting 
journey to execute on Norbreeze 
Group’s 2030 vision. Our colleagues 
are the success behind this journey, 
with your passion, commitment and 
dedication always following the high-
est standards.”

Norbreeze’s representatives on the grand opening. Photo by Norbreeze Group.

Mr. Nam Huynh, Managing Director of 
Norbreeze Collective Asia, speaks at 
the event. Photo by Norbreeze Group.
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News brief

LEGO chooses Vietnam as first 
country in Southeast Asia 
to invest $1bn in  factory

Having a factory in Vietnam will 
also help LEGO quickly respond to 
the changes in consumer demand in 
Southeast Asia, he added.

LEGO’s factory in Vietnam will 
be the firm’s sixth factory in the 
world. It is expected to operate in 
July 2024.

Mr. Preben Elnef, 
Vice President of 
LEGO Group speaks 
at the supply chain 
shift conference 
in Binh Duong 
province,Vietnam 
on Thursday, 15 
September 2022. 
Photo: Huu Hanh / 
Tuoi Tre.

During the supply chain shifts 
conference in Binh Duong 
province in early Septem-

ber, Mr. Preben Elnef, Vice President 
of LEGO Group shared the reasons 
why Vietnam holds the potential to 
be the first country in Southeast 
Asia where the Danish has firm de-
cided to invest 1 billion US dollars in 
building its factory.

Mr. Preben said that Vietnam 
has a workforce that meets all the 
requirements to become a LEGO 
supplier. The requirements essen-
tially include those related to sus-
tainable development and environ-
mental protection.

Norwegian Seamen’s Church 
Anniversary Bike Trip is back

The Norwegian Seamen’s 
Church in Pattaya will now 
organize the10th anniversary 

cycle tour “Tour de Jubilee” on 8 
to 16 November 2022 which was 
postponed back in November 2020 
due to Covid-19.

The cycling tour star ts from 
Udon Thani in an easterly direction 
until the participants will meet the 
Mekong. The route will then follow 
the river south all the way to Kong 
Chiam. From here, the last leg goes 
west to Ubon Ratchathani.

This will be a trip of a total of 
781 km - with an option to shorten 
the last stage by 44 or 80 km. 

The participants will leave Pat-
taya on Tuesday 8 November, and 
star t cycling from Udon Thani on 
Wednesday 9 November and re-

turn to the Seamen’s Church on 16 
November. Deadline for registration 
is on Monday 31 October 2022 via 
email to tourdejubilee2022@gmail.
com
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News brief

Bang & Olufsen, the Danish 
luxury audio brand founded 
in 1925, opened its newest 

store in K11 MUSEA landmark of 
Hong Kong on 14 September 2022. 
At the grand opening, the brand also 
announced its newest sound bar for 
redefining home cinematic experi-
ence, “Beosound Theater.”

“With its powerful sound, ad-
vanced technology platform and 
modular design, we bring the im-
mersion of a multi-speaker setup 
into one soundbar that slots seam-
lessly with any screen”, said Kristian 
Teär CEO of Bang & Olufsen.

Bang & Olufsen opens new store 
in Hong Kong

Danish and Thai companies discuss 
district energy

Danmark’s Ambassador to 
Thailand, Jon Thorgaard 
hosted a networking con-

ference for discussion between 
Danish and Thai firms on solutions 
for the district energy sector on 
Friday, 16 September 2022 at the 
Embassy of Denmark in Bangkok.

The par ticipants were the 
Danish companies Grundfos, Dan-
foss, Kamstrup, Devcco, AVK Inter-
national, ABB, Frese, and their Thai 
partners.

Vice Chairman of Federation 
of Thai Industry’s Renewable Energy 
Industry Club, Mr. Natee Sithiprasa-
sana also attended.

The Guests of Honour at the grand opening were (from left): Mara Chow, Assistant 
General Manager, K11 Concepts Limited, Devin Pun, Vice President, K11 Concepts 
Limited, Jay Fung, Hong Kong Singer-Songwriter, Arnaud De Schuytter, the President 
of Bang & Olufsen Asia Pacific and Kent Doo, Commercial Director – Greater 
China, Bang & Olufsen.

Photo by the Embassy of Denmark in Bangkok Facebook page.

“This event will further Danish-
Thai collaborations and lead to new 
strategies and solutions contributing 

to a greener and cleaner world,” 
the embassy wrote on its Facebook 
Page.
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News brief

Denmark has launched its 
candidature for a non-per-
manent seat on the United 

Nations Security Council (UNSC) 
2025-2025, announced the Face-
book page of the Embassy of Den-
mark in Singapore.

[This] “is a natural extension of 
our strong and longstanding com-
mitment to the UN and interna-
tional cooperation (…) We hope 
to once again be entrusted with this 
impor tant responsibility,” the an-
nouncement said.

Denmark last served on the 

UN Security Council for the period 
2005-06 and was a member of the 
Security Council in 1953-54, 167-68, 
and 1985-86.

The Security Council has pri-
mary responsibility for the mainte-
nance of international peace and 
security and is composed of 15 
Members, five permanent and ten 
non-permanent members elected 
for two-year terms by the Gen-
eral Assembly. The five permanent 
members of the Council are China, 
France, Russian Federation, the Unit-
ed Kingdom, and the United States. 

Denmark wants seat on the UN 
Security Council

Currently, the ten non-permanent 
members are Albania, Brazil, Gabon, 
Ghana, India, Ireland, Kenya, Mexico, 
Norway, and the United Arab Emir-
ates.

Freigtzen Logistics celebrated 
new office in Bangkok

Freigtzen Logistics - member 
of Danish-Thai Chamber of 
Commerce (DTCC) for many 

years - is expanding its premises and 
celebrated their new office on 20 
September 2022.

“At Freightzen Logistics, we 
have outgrown our facility over the 
years with our continuous growth. 
In line with our future strategy as a 
Thai regional logistics company, we 
celebrate our new Thailand head-
quar ters in a modern, Scandina-
vian-influenced open office environ-
ment,” CEO Jimmy Jensen shared 
with other DTCC members when 
sending out the invitation to the 
event.

The company’s new address 
is: Freightzen Logistics Ltd., 23/45 
Sorachai Building, 16th Floor, Soi 
Sukhumvit 63, Klongton-Nua, Wat-
tana, Bangkok 10110.
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News brief

Join “Lunch Talk with Bangkok 
Governor”

be held on 25 October 2022 from 
11.00 AM to 2.00 PM at SO/ Bang-
kok, Sathorn, Ballroom 8th Floor.

At the event, Bangkok Gov-
ernor, Mr. Chadchart Sittipunt will 
share the nine priorities develop-
ment plan for the Bangkok Metro-
politan Administration (BMA), along 
with his vision and upcoming proj-
ects for Bangkok. Plus, there will be 
a Q & A session.

The fee for Chamber mem-
bers and co-branding chambers is 
1,500 Baht and 2,000 Baht for non-
members.

Celebrate Midwinter Ball 
with SwedCham Singapore

Only few remaining tickets 
were left at time of print 
for joining the Swedish 

Chamber of Commerce in Singa-
pore (SwedCham Singapore) at the 
annual Midwinter Ball on 16 No-
vember 2022 from 7:00 pm – 01:00 
am.

The SwedCham Annual Mid-
winter Ball has been held since 1985 
and is one of the highlights of the 
year. It celebrates initiatives and 
people within the Swedish business 
community in Singapore.

This year, the theme – and 
dresscode – of the Midwinter Ball 
is “The Roaring Twenties” – with the 
explanation that the 1920’s was “a 
decade synonymous with profound 

political, economic and social change 
- as much as the 2020’s.”

The lucky people attending the 
Midwinter Ball can look forward to 

a four-course dinner and select-
ed wines along with the feature of 
award shows “Swedish company of 
the Year” and “Swede of the Year”.

Franco-Thai Chamber of Com-
merce (FTCC) invites in col-
laboration with the Thai-Nor-

wegian Chamber of Commerce 

(TNCC), Danish-Thai Chamber 
of Commerce and other foreign 
Chambers in Thailand, to a “Lunch 
Talk with Bangkok Governor” to 
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News brief

Christmas Lunch 
at Danish Embassy in Bangkok

The Danish-Thai Chamber of 
Commerce (DTCC) is to 
host the Christmas Lunch 

2022 on 25 November 2022 
from 11.30 AM to 5:00 PM at the 

Royal Danish Embassy in Bangkok,  
Thailand. 

Members may star t looking 
forward to having the happy, jolly  
time of the year. The ear ly-bird  

prices for attending the event is on 
going until 4 November 2022.
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Roaring Nordic Crayfish 
Party in Bangkok 
Thai Nordic Association 
did it again!
By Gregers Møller
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The Crayfish Par ty of the Thai Nordic As-
sociation took place on Saturday night 24 
September 2022. The Ballroom of  Landmark 
Hotel, Bangkok, was full to the brim with 200 
happy partygoers. The party had been sold 

out almost two weeks in advance and the expectations 
were fully met.

For TNA Event Manager Horst Wiezorrek it was 
the successful culmination of months of hard work. But 
he had not been alone. All the TNA board members had 
been involved in every aspect of the party.

The party was possible with the generous support 
of Gold Sponsors Bangkok Hospital and Bangkok Patana 
School along with Silver Sponsors Homerly Senior Living 
and regular Sponsors Allied, Bangkok Prep and Scandina-
vian Village. A range of sponsors of goods and services for 
the lucky draw also contributed to the financial viability of 
the party. All were mentioned and thanked by Chairman 
Lasse Staalung in his welcome speech and throughout the 
night, their logos kept flashing over the screens left and 

right to the stage.
On the signal of the Chairman, the long row of wait-

ers marched in from the kitchen carrying big trays with 
deliciously cooked crayfish to the tunes of a triumphant 
march. Soon, the glasses were filled with beer, white wine, 
red wine, and – of course – imported original Snaps and 
the singing of snaps song could begin.

All of a sudden, it was time for Bangkok’s best party 
band, The Boss Band, to take over the party and the am-
bience moved up several notches. As usual, it didn’t take 
the guests long to respond and find their way to the floor 
and for hours, the mood and the moves were controlled 
by the skilled party musicians.

Then it was time for the lottery. Many arms lengths 
of lottery tickets had been snapped up by the guests and 
now it was time to find out if the Gods had been with 
them in their selection of the right lottery seller among 
the board members to entrust with their bets.

Many arms lengths of 
lottery tickets had been 

snapped up by the guests 
and now it was time to 
find out if the Gods had 

been with them.
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There was a mystical 
telepathy between 

Lina and the musicians 
and together they

 just went on and on, 
until the dancers 
on the floor were 
turned into one 

big cheering crowd 
of admirers.
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After the main prizes had been picked up, The Boss 
Band was back on again and this time the band surprised 
by pulling up one of the guests, Lina, on the stage to per-
form a duet of the pumping and defiant “I will survive”. 
There was a mystical telepathy between Lina and the 
musicians and together they just went on and on, until the 
dancers on the floor were turned into one big cheering 
crowd of admirers.

By the end, the Boss Band had already played their 
planned three encores and was getting serious about 
packing up – if just the dancing audience would let them. 
But no, they wouldn’t. Finally, the band played one last and 
then one very last-last encore. Then the captain of the 
Ballroom gave the signal to the waiters to start packing 
up the tables and slowly the resilient crowd accepted that 
the party was over. About an hour over the rescheduled 
time!

Good luck trying to beat that next year!




