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Editorial

60% devaluation of the Danish Krone?

The Danish krone is no longer what it used to be. 
From being the star on the European sky, the Dan-
ish krone has now apparently been relegated to 

pariah status.
When a Danish tourist in Thailand goes to the ex-

change booths to get Thai baht for their – in the eyes of 
the Danish tourist – good solid Danish kroner, they will 
be met with a wall of rejections and - if lucky - will be 
offered a “grey-market” suggestion of around 40 pct. of 
the official exchange rate. 

Currently, a 1000 krone note is worth only 2000 
Thai Baht despite the flashing light-board promising 4.970 
Baht.

What is going on?
The problem is that the strict Danish money laun-

dering-rules have crippled the foreign cash-exchange 
between Denmark and abroad. The private Danish banks 
no longer want to buy back from abroad large amount 
of cash money due to the risk of violating the tough 
money laundering regulations. This means that banks in 
for instance Thailand can no longer sell the Danish cash to 
the Danish banks like before and consequently they see 
no reason why they should accept the Danish banknotes.

The situation is grotesque, since the Danish cur-
rency happens to be as strong as ever – so strong, that 
the Danish central bank has to maintain an interest 
base-rate far below the corresponding interest rate at 
the European Central Bank, just to avoid excess capital 
inflow in Denmark.

The Danish Ministry of Foreign Affairs has issued 
a statement that the Danish authorities are not to be 
blamed. 

“The challenges is not due to rules or guidelines is-
sued by Danish authorities,” the statement says. 

Denmarks Central Bank “Nationalbanken” also re-
jects any responsibility.

“It is the responsibility of the Danish banks, in coop-
eration with their foreign partners, to find a solution that 
meets the rules,” the Central Bank comments.

The commercial banks put the blame on the money 
laundering rules, shooting themselves in the foot, as 
the fast expanding fintech-industry - like “Revolut” and 
“Wise” among others - are more than willing to fill the 
gap with far better exchange rates, faster execution and 
no nonsense service.

Flemming Kruhøffer
Foreign Correspondent

MarketWire
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diverse student population, helped to 
develop her social awareness - a 
skill she finds integral in her work as 
a doctor in the UK.  
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News brief

Successful Danes Worldwide 
meeting in Bangkok

Over 60 Danes and their 
families living in Thailand 
par ticipated on Wednes-

day 16 November 2022 in a meet-
ing at the Royal Danish Embassy in 
Bangkok where Danes Worldwide 
briefed about some of the rules 
affecting Danes living abroad. In par-
ticular, the meeting focused on the 
current rules regarding moving to 
Denmark with a foreign spouse, 
how a Danish person born abroad 
can keep their Danish citizenship 
and the reduction of Danish State 
Pension for Danes living outside 
Europe.

Lisbeth Kjersgaard, legal advi-
sor for Danes Worldwide, was the 
main speaker on the three subjects 
and managed in an impressive way 
to clarify the sometimes compli-
cated rules.

Before the briefing on the le-
gal issues, local Danes Abroad rep-
resentative Marianne Edelmann 

Krüger welcomed the par ticipants 
and gave the word to the host of 
the event, the Royal Danish Em-
bassy. On behalf of ambassador Jon 
Thorgaard,  Assistant Manager Ingrid 
Dahl-Madsen gave a very thorough 
briefing of all the activities that the 
Embassy is busy with.

Among others, Ingrid Dahl-
Madsen mentioned that the em-
bassy is keeping itself knowledge-
able about the political situation 
surrounding the upcoming general 
election in Thailand expected to 
take place in the spring of 2023. 
She also mentioned the delay in is-
suing visas to tourists who want to 
visit Denmark and Iceland. The delay 
should be over in a month or two 
since the last of the new staff mem-
bers, which the embassy has em-
ployed, had recently been cleared 
after a thorough security check and 
had started working.

Ingrid Dahl-Madsen was fol-

lowed by Secretary General of the 
Danish Thai Chamber of Commerce, 
Michael Andersen, who introduced 
the Chamber and thanked the em-
bassy and the Danes Worldwide for 
the good cooperation they enjoyed.

The meeting served also as an 
introduction to Michael Bach Pe-
tersen, the new Secretary General 
of the Danes Worldwide. Michael 
Bach Petersen was appointed to 
follow in the footsteps of his pre-
decessor Anne Marie Dalgaard only 
five months ago. 

The meeting was generously 
sponsored by Pandora and Conrad’s 
Deli.
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News brief

In Singapore, the Danish Business 
Association Singapore (DABS) , 
the Royal Danish Embassy and 

Maersk Singapore , offered the 
unique opportunity to gain informa-
tion on family reunification and re-
lated topics that matters for Danes 
abroad on 23 November at Maersk 
Singapore Pte Ltd.

The pr imar y focus of the 
meeting was on family reunification, 
but there was also time to discuss 
other issues such as retaining Danish 
citizenship.

The event introduced Micháel 
Bach Petersen, the new Secretary 
General of Danes Worldwide, and 
Lisbeth Kjersgaard, Legal Advisor of 
Danes Worldwide.

Danes Worldwide had offered 
one-on-one meetings with legal ad-
visor Lisbeth Kjersgaard on 21 and 
24 November and this opportunity 
was taken up by many. If you missed 
it, you may still email to lisbeth@
danes.dk

Danes Worldwide, DABS, Danish 
Embassy and Maersk hosted Danes 
Worldwide’s event in Singapore
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News brief

Sweden and Vietnam celebrate 
the founding of the friendship 
paper factory
On November 25th, Viet-

nam Paper Corporation 
celebrated the 40th anni-

versary of the establishment of Bai 
Bang Paper Factory (1982 – 2022).

Attending the celebration, on 
the side of the guests were Ms. Ann 
Mawe – Ambassador of Sweden 
to Vietnam, along with officials and 
employees of the Embassy, experts, 
and advisors from Sweden; leaders 
of the Ministry of Industry and Trade 
of Vietnam, Vietnam Paper Corpora-
tion, and local authorities.

Reviewing a past history, Acting 
General Director Le Cong Hoang 
said that on November 26, 1982, 
Bai Bang Paper Factory – the largest 
foreign aid project of the Swedish 
Government and people for the 
Vietnamese people was officially 
inaugurated and put into opera-
tion, opening a new era of Vietnam’s 
paper industry. This historic event 

is a testament to the results of the 
good friendship between the Gov-
ernment and the people of Vietnam 
and Sweden.

Over the past 40 years, with 
the help of the relevant Vietnamese 
authorities and the Swedish Gov-
ernment, Bai Bang Paper Factory 
has produced 2.7 million tons of 
writing and printing paper, making 
an impor tant contribution to the 
development of Vietnam’s socio-
economy and cultural life, becoming 
a famous brand both at home and 
abroad. Bai Bang Paper brand has 
been awarded many major awards 
in Vietnam and entered the top 100 
titles in Vietnam.

On behalf of the leaders and 
employees of Vietnam Paper Cor-
poration, Mr. Hoang Quoc Lam – 
Chairman of the Board of Directors 
expressed his deep gratitude for the 
valuable suppor t of the Govern-

ment and people of the Kingdom of 
Sweden during the past 40 years of 
Factory operation; wishes to con-
tinue to promote the tradition, pre-
serve and invest in developing the 
brand name “Bai Bang Paper”.

For its part, the Swedish Em-
bassy in Vietnam also said that Bai 
Bang is the largest Swedish develop-
ment cooperation project ever and 
remains a clear symbol of the long 
and strong relationship between 
Sweden and Vietnam. From being 
one where Sweden supplies aid 
to Vietnam, it has instead become 
a more equal relation of mutual 
benefit, with a focus on trade and 
economic relations, and political dia-
logue.

Source: Thanh Tra Newspaper, 
Facebook of the Embassy of Sweden 
in Hanoi.
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News brief

Norway’s King Harald says 
Princess Märtha Louise’s exit from 
the Royal House is a great loss

Princesse Mär tha Louise of 
Norway no longer wished to 
be a par t of or worked for 

the Norwegian Royal House.The 
decision saddened King Harald and 
his wife, Queen Sonja, greatly, the 
King expressed during an interview 
with Norwegian public-service me-
dia NRK.

"It is a great loss for her and for 
us," said the King.

According to Danish public 
service media DR, the decision was 
made collectively within the Royal 
family to recognize a general feeling 
of dissatisfaction among the Nor-
wegian population and to restore 
peace and serenity around the Royal 
House and its name.

The decision was announced 
in a press released published by the 
Princess herself.

"After a period in which several 
questions have been raised regard-
ing me and my fiancé’s role, I have 
decided that I will no longer be con-
ducting official tasks for the Royal 
House," the Princess stated in the 
release.

In the future, Princesse Märtha 
Louise would only be seen publicly 
par ticipating in Royal attending in 
relation to family celebrations and 
sport events.

King Harald has chosen not to 
deprive his daughter of her Royal 
title.

"She is our daughter, and she 
will remain our daughter, and there-
fore she is Princess Märtha Louise," 
said the King to NRK

The Princess’ fiancé, Durek Ver-
ret, is a shaman and the announce-
ment followed a row of incidents of 
him making controversial personal 
statements about being able to cure 
cancer and predict acts of terror. Ac-
cordingly, the Princess had been ac-

cused of using her Royal position for 
private and commercial interests in 
relation to the couple’s joint lecture 
tour “The Princess and the Shaman.”

In the interview, King Harald 
and Queen Sonja, told NRK that they 
were pleased about their daughter’s 
happiness and had decided to live 
with each other’s differences as they 
shared genuine respect and love for 
each other.

"And (Durek Verret) he is actu-
ally quite funny to be around," said 
the King.

The King added that they did 
not agree with their son in law’s 
statements and had been forced to 

remind him that what he said also 
affects the Royal House.

"He is American, so of course 
he does not know what a Royal 
House is (…) He thought he could 
do what he wanted without it having 
a consequence for us."

Queen Sonja remarked, that 
their son in law had come to the 
understanding, that he ought to con-
sider the Royal House and what it 
stands for when making personal 
statements. She fur ther expressed 
his and her husbands joy of reaching 
a joint solution in which they can 
remain a family.

Norwegian King Harald and Queen Sonja expressed sadness of thier daughters 
decision to quit her Royal duties. Photo: Avisen.dk
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News brief

The Embassy of Denmark in 
Singapore has reflected on 
Nordic Green 2022 and said 

the talk had fostered Nordic-Asian 
cooperation and highlighted Nordic 
strongholds.

The theme of this year’s Nor-
dic Green Talk was “Green Transition 
and Energy Resilience” and was held 
during Singapore Energy Week.

The event gathered the Nordic 

Ambassadors and a panel of en-
ergy industry leaders sharing their 
carbon-neutral ambitions, perspec-
tives on Nordic strongholds and 
experiences with energy transition 
in the Nordics and the Southeast 
Asia region.

Ambassador of Denmark to 
Singapore, Sandra Jensen Landi, 
called for  speeding up the sustain-
ability and green energy transition in 

Nordic ambassadors in Singapore 
hosted the event Nordic Green 2022

The Nordic approach to the green transition and energy resilience was discussed 
at the Nordic Green Talk on 26 October. Archive image.

the Nordic region and thereby es-
tablished the mood for subsequent 
discussions that dealt with the Nor-
dic region being the world’s most 
sustainable and integrated region by 
2030, how to make sustainable avia-
tion fuels become a reality, emerging 
trends in a greener future, energy 
challenges across SEA and energy 
collaborations in the transitioning 
from fossil fuels to renewable en-
ergy.

Ambassador of Norway to 
Singapore, H.E. Eivind S. Homme, 
concluded the Nordic collabora-
tions with Singaporean and Asian 
par tners are key in solving long-
term challenges of sustainability and 
short-term disruptions of the global 
and regional energy markets.

The Embassy said it was hon-
ored to be part of the big event and 
thanked all participants, organizers, 
and partners.

The Swedish public prosecu-
tion authority has confirmed 
that the North Stream 1 and 

2 gas pipelines in the Baltic Sea was a 
deliberate act of sabotage. Concrete 
evidence of remains from explosives 
has been collected from the site.

Swedish prosecutor, Mats 
Ljungqvist, said traces of explosives 
were found on several of the re-
mains of the pipelines.

Preliminary investigations con-
ducted by Säpo, the Swedish Secu-
rity Service, also suspected sabotage 
which has now been confirmed by 
the crime scene investigations.

Swedish newspaper Expressen 
released underwater footage of the 
sabotaged pipeline clearly showing 
that it has been almost completely 
split in two parts. Upon the release, 
the Danish Defense, Copenhagen 
Police, and PET – the Danish Secu-
rity and Intelligence Service – ad-
ditionally confirmed the damages 
on Nor th Stream 1 and 2 to be 
sabotage.

“It’s not surprising, but it is an-
other step in the direction of what 
we already knew. When the Swedes 
now determines it as a fact, its no 
longer a suspicion (…) There is a de-

Sweden confirms sabotage 
on gas pipeline

liberate act behind it. It is staggering,” 
said TV2 defense correspondent, 
Anders Lomholt.

Copenhagen Police continues 
its investigation of the pipelines in 
collaboration with PET, the Danish 
National Police and energy authori-
ties.
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News brief

Danish design company Bolia.
com celebrated a Grand 
Opening of its first shop in 

Singapore, bringing New Scandina-
vian Design to Singapore.

Bolia welcomed guests and 
customers you to “a little corner of 
our world – where beautiful Scandi-
navian design with a sustainable and 
creative onset come together at Bo-
lia’s first ever flagship store in Asia.”

The company encourages ev-
eryone to join them in celebrating 
the new addition to the Design Col-
lection portfolio of Danish lifestyle 
and discover a collection of furniture 
and home accessories in Singapore.

Danish design company Bolia.com 
opens first ever flagship store 
in Singapore

Nordic countries are classified 
“very low” risk to corruption

The 2022 Global Corrup-
tion Index (GCI) measures 
the state of corruption and 

white collar crimes of 196 countries 
around the world and it shows that 
the top 10 countries that are con-
sidered as “very low” risk to cor-
ruption include all Nordic and other 
countries.

According to the report, those 
are Norway, Finland, Sweden, Den-
mark, Estonia, New Zealand, Neth-
erlands, Iceland, Australia and Ireland.

On the other hand, the coun-
tries that were classified as “very 
high” risk to corruption are Afghani-
stan, Venezuela, Equatorial Guinea, 
Libya, Eritrea, South Sudan, Yemen, 
Democratic Republic of the Congo, 
North Korea, and Syria.

The GCI is completed by a 
leading Swiss-based company spe-
cializing in third-party risk manage-
ment, the Global Risk Profile (GRP).
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News brief

The Minister of Foreign Affairs 
Singapore, Vivian Balakrish-
nan, attended a breakfast at 

the residence of the Norwegian 
Ambassador, Eivind Homme togeth-
er with the Ambassadors of all the 
Nordic countries.

The Nordic Embassies count-
ed Embassy of Denmark, Sweden, 
Finland, Norway and Iceland in Sin-
gapore. Fur ther, Sim Ann, Senior 
Minister of State, and Sam Tan, Spe-
cial Envoy for Arctic Affairs attended 
the meet-up.

The Minister and the Nordic 
Ambassadors had “a good conversa-
tion about developments in Europe 
and the Arctic” of which Singapore 
has been an Observer at the Arctic 
Council since 2013.

Norwegian Embassy in Singa-
pore said the enriching and friendly 
dialogue was highly appreciated 
while Vivian Balakrishnan stated the 
Nordic countries to be close friends 

Singapore’s Vivian Balakrishnan met 
with Nordic Embassies on Arctic 
developments

The University of Bergen is 
one of the universities with 
the highest citation impact 
within Arctic research and 
most cited in Norway. 
Photo: Kim E. Andreassen, 
University of Bergen

and par tners of Singapore in ar-
eas of research, development, digital 
technologies, and maritime sectors.

The Minister further expressed 
gratitude towards the Nordic Am-
bassadors and their countries’ con-
tinued support of Singapore’s Ob-
server-ship at the Arctic Council.
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News brief

“A Journey to the Fairy Tale World” 
book by Danish illustrator launched 
in Vietnam

The Embassy of Denmark in 
VIetnam and Kim Dong Pub-
lishing House co-organized a 

book launch of “A Journey to the 
Fairy Tale World” illustrated by Dan-
ish author, Tove K Lange on Friday, 11 
November 2022.

The book presents both draw-
ings and stories in the Vietnamese 
language of the most well-known 
fairy tales from all over the world.

During the opening ceremony, 
the Danish Ambassador to Vietnam 
H.E. Mr. Nicolai Prytz said:

“I hope that these beautiful 
paintings and enter taining stories 
will attract not only Vietnamese chil-
dren but also adults and guide them 
through various fairy tales that most 
of us know by heart since our child-
hood.”

LEGO to open 80 more new stores 
in China in 2023

The Danish firm, LEGO, plans 
to open 80 more new stores 
in China in 2023 in accor-

dance with its big global expansion 
plans.

“China is a very, very impor-
tant market for us. We still see tre-
mendous potential. We have been 
investing and expanding our busi-
ness and connecting with more and 
more people and consumers in Chi-
na over the last few years, and we 
will continue on that path,” said Julia 
Goldin, the LEGO group’s global 
chief product and marketing officer.

Recently, the company revealed 
its products inspired by Chinese cul-
ture, including five new Lego sets 
featuring elements such as the Lunar 
New Year and the Monkey King, re-
ported the Xinhua News Site.

Goldin added that the com-
pany will continue to create more 
products that “taps into their [Chi-
nese customers] history and their 

roots but in a modern and innova-
tive way.”

Over the past few years, LEGO 
has opened over 380 retail stores in 
105 cities across China.

Founded since 1932, the com-
pany has expanded its business to 
more than 130 countries worldwide.
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News brief

Norwegian-Thai actress Urassaya set 
to star in new movie “The Interest”

The Bangkok-based media 
production company, GM-
MTV, announced its new up-

coming projects for 2023 on Tues-
day, 22 November 2022 and one of 
the releases is a new movie, “The 
Interest” starring Norwegian-Thai 
actress Urassaya Sperbund (Yaya) 
and Bright Vachiravit.

According to the movie’s trail-
er, the plot tells a story of a hidden 
world of loan sharks, debt collectors, 
and debtors.

Urassaya is set to portray the 
role of the debtor while Bright is to 
play the debt collector before the 
time comes when their forbidden 
love story occurs.

Norwegian jazz trio John Pål 
Inderberg performed in 
Singapore throughout De-

cember 2022. 
The Norwegian Embassy in 

Singapore described on its Face-
book page the trio as being a “para-
mount and unparalleled facet of the 
jazz diaspora” and said it “swings, 

sings and swaggers in a way incom-
parable.”

The tour commenced on 4 
December with a free Jazz Appreci-
ation Talk while concerts were held 
on 7, 9 and 10 December.

Source: https://www.facebook.
com/NorwayinSG

Norwegian jazz trio toured Singapore

Photo: Norwegian Embassy in Singapore
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News brief

The Thai publisher “Fah Deaw 
Kan” or known as “Same Sky 
Publishing” won the Prix Vol-

taire award given by the Internation-
al Publishers Association (IPA) for its 
continued efforts in standing up for 
freedom of speech and against the 
threats imposed by the Thai military 
government and monarchy-related 
individuals.

“Same Sky Publishing is a per-
fect example of a publisher dem-
onstrating their bravery by standing 
up to intimidation and continuing to 
publish works they believe in,” said 
Kristenn Einarsson, chair of the IPA’s 
Freedom to Publish Committee and 
chief of the Norway-based World 
Expression Forum, WEXFO, in his 
speech.

According to The Jakarta Post, 

the award was presented in Jakarta, 
Indonesia this past weekend and 
well-received by Thanapol Eawsakul, 
executive editor of Fah Deaw Kan.

During the ceremony, he stated 
how the publishing house will per-
sistently work according to their 
principles and create critical works 
related to all the uncomfor table 
topics in Thailand, for instance, the 
Thai political establishment and Thai 
monarchy.

“In Thai society the monar-
chy is the elephant in the room. 
No one wants to talk about it be-
cause there’s a lese majeste law, also 
known as Article 112… but one of 
our objectives is to continue gener-
ating critical monarchy studies and 
questioning other social phenom-
ena,” said Eawsakul.

In addition, he also shared grat-
itude to the IPA for the award, saying 
that it is “an honor and encourage-
ment for us to walk further down 
this road, because at least it is a clear 
indicator that we do not walk alone,” 
reported Prachatai News Agency.

Fah Deaw Kan (Same Sky Pub-
lishing) was founded in Bangkok in 
2002 by three former student activ-
ists; Thanapol Eawsaku, Thanathorn 
Juangroongruangkit, and Chaithawat 
Tulatol.

Most of its published works 
include academic journals and books 
in the area of social sciences and 
humanities.

Thai publisher “Fah Deaw Kan” 
awarded for rooting for freedom 
of speech

Photo by Prachatai.
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News brief

Thailand recently announced 
that the Thai e-Visa service 
would be available at nine 

additional embassies and consul-
ates; therefore now, Thai visas can 
be applied online in 23 countries 
worldwide.

According to The Thaiger, the 
service is now available at 38 Em-
bassies and Consulates in 23 coun-

tries including Canada, US, UK, Swe-
den, Norway, Netherlands, Belgium, 
Denmark, Hungary, Finland, Poland, 
Austria, Romania, Czech Republic, 
Germany, Italy, Spain, Greece, France, 
Portugal, Switzerland, South Korea, 
China, and Hong Kong.

The application process can be 
completed via the official website 
of Thai E-Visa and after the e-Visa 

application has been approved, a 
confirmation email will be sent to 
applicants.

Please note that passport hold-
ers of 23 countries are required to 
print a copy of the confirmation 
email in order to present to airline 
and Thai Immigration officials when 
traveling to Thailand.

Thailand expands e-Visa service 
to 23 countries
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News brief

The Deputy Head of Mission 
of the Embassy of Finland in 
Hanoi, Mr. Touko Piiparinen 

and the Regional Education and Sci-
ence Counsellor of the Embassy of 
Finland in Singapore, Ms. Anna Korp 
previously had a meeting with edu-
cation actors and companies in Ho 
Chi Minh City, Vietnam.

According to the Embassy of 
Finland in Hanoi Facebook page, the 
meeting was aimed to promote the 
Finnish education system.

All participants actively shared 
their perspectives on the Finnish 
education service and discussed so-
lutions to expand the educational 
style to other par ts of the world 
more potentially.

Meeting with Finnish education 
actors and companies in Vietnam

Singapore Economic Development 
Board briefed DABS on global 
talent attraction

Danish Business Associa-
tion Singapore (DABS) re-
ported full house when the 

Singapore Economic Development 
Board (EDB) updated on recent 
changes made in underscoring Sin-
gapore’s position as global talent 
hub.

The Association said it was in-
teresting to learn how Singapore 
facilitates global talent to live and 
work in the country and thanked 
EDB and Singapore Global Network 
(SGN) for being transparent while 
answering relevant questions.
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New Estonian 
Ambassador 
to Singapore
Estonia strongly views itself 
as belonging to the Nordics. 
And for Estonia debuting 
in Southeast-Asia means 
business! Learn more about 
the brand new embassy and 
the first ambassador on the 
posting – Mr Priit Turk!

By Joakim Persson

For the first time ScandAsia features a Baltic coun-
try in Asia, as Estonia is also the first such country 
to enter the region, with new embassies in Singa-
pore and South-Korea. The Baltics are very much 

part of the Nordics these days and in particular Estonia 
is now looking towards South-east Asia in order to drive 
new business.

Since the embassy of Estonia was established in 
February 2021, the mission has been located in rented 
premises from Business Sweden. But in a few months 
time, it will open in its own premises. Estonia will then 
be able to also issue long-term visas for digital nomads, 
work permits and permissions to study in Estonia. Am-
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bassador Priit Turk, who presented his credentials to the 
President of Singapore on 1 September 2021, is also his 
country’s ambassador to Indonesia, and to the ASEAN 
organisation.

Covid-19 obstacles are over
Priit Turk in fact arrived to Singapore already in June 2021, 
when Covid-19 to a large extent was putting a dent on 
normal operations. But since June 2022 Singapore is back 
to its normal self, as we learn from the ambassador, with 
smooth ways for building contacts and networking once 
again possible.

“There are many new contacts happening now, that 
in normal times would have occurred earlier. For arriving 
diplomats and ambassadors to come, and when in our 
case not having an own embassy yet, Covid-19 was not 
the easiest of times to get going, but we still managed 
to organize visits to both countries, including the first 
ever Estonian president’s visit to Singapore in July 2021,” 
explains Priit Turk.

“The difficult part at the beginning has been to cre-
ate contacts because of Covid-19, but since this last sum-
mer, I can understand better what the real Singapore feels 
like and how it functions as a hub for travel and business.”

For his family it has been uncomplicated to settle 
down, despite the special circumstances upon arrival.

“Covid made life a bit more complicated, but oth-
erwise it has been relatively easy. One thing similar to 
Estonia is also that most processes and services are digital 
in Singapore. As Estonians we enjoy that 99% of our gov-
ernment services are online – including voting or getting 
prescriptions from your doctor and that makes us a bit 
digitally spoiled. But the very developed digital infrastruc-
ture of Singapore helped in settling in and to feel at home 
quickly. Of course the small size of the country and similar 
digital mentality helped as well,” adds the Ambassador.

His wife Pirjo and two sons arrived with him; just 
as they have done previously on previous foreign assign-
ments. Pirjo is an expert on gender and family planning 
issues, areas in which she hopes to contribute also while 
living in South-east Asia.

“One son is 18 the other one 13 years old. They are 
attending international school here and are excited to 
be part of a multicultural community. The older son will 
leave next summer to join the Estonian army, as Estonia 
has conscription. Actually understanding of the security is 
another common view we share with Singapore as they 
also have compulsory military service. Our younger son 
was born during my first posting in New York and we 
were four already during my time in Georgia.”

In terms of exploring the region the family has so far 
visited Cambodia and Indonesia, but overall limited so far.

“Most Estonians, like Nordic people in general, like 
to go hiking and exploring the wilderness - and that’s 
what we used to do back home every weekend. Sin-
gapore I must say is greener than I expected! You really 
have green spots in the city where one can go and have 

a walk, which gives the hiking feeling and makes you 
detached from the busy city itself. Especially during the 
Covid period we did it a lot. Otherwise as Estonia just 
got the first snow especially my sons miss that already,” 
tells the ambassador and adds: “Probably we also miss 
the seasons. I realise for us from the Nordic countries 
with very precise seasons how much our lives adapts to 
and follows the four seasons, whereas in Singapore the 
weather is very similar throughout the year.”

20 years experience as diplomat
When it comes to previous Asian experience it was 
very limited for the ambassador. He has travelled to 
Asia before, but only privately. “I have come in contact 
with Central Asia during my previous positions but not 
Southeast-Asia much.”

“Singapore - I approached a bit like a global city 
in Asia. And I think I can conclude that it was a correct 
assumption; it’s a very global place with a strong Asian 
touch, but also reminding me of the time spent in New 
York City, where I’ve been posted as well. It’s a very 
dynamic, multicultural and business-oriented, so it was 
something I expected. But of course it’s a melting pot of 
Asia, while at the same time even the countries in the 
region are all very different and I realise that this is an 
exciting global concentrate of Asia.”

“The motivator for me to apply for this job was 
exactly to be able to start a new embassy in a country, 
which is small, very ambitious and dynamic, but weighs 
well above its size like Estonia and in the region, which is 
new not only for me but for Estonia too. So I’m learning,” 
he continues.

Being a seasoned diplomat Priit Turk is on a new 
kind of mission in the sense that the posting in Singapore 
is very business-centric.

“First I worked a lot with multilateral issues and also 
humanitarian work with developing countries – as Esto-
nia started to become a donor country at that time. Then 
I went to over tor security issues and worked mainly with 
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Ukraine and Georgia. But the business promotion is quite 
new. As an ambassador you do such work everywhere 
but here, posted to Singapore, it’s the main part of our 
portfolio and our aim here so it’s a new area for me on 
such a scale and in-depth - and extremely exciting,” he 
elaborates.

Setting the stage for a career in the Estonian Foreign 
Ministry he previously studied international relations and 
then a Masters in international economics at the Univer-
sity of Birmingham. Joining the Foreign Service he says 
was a natural place to start his career.

As for foreign missions he has been in New York, in 
the mission to the UN; and Ambassador to Georgia and 
Armenia during four years.

“And now it has been almost 20 years already – I 
cannot believe it!” he smiles.

Business in focus for Team Estonia
And at this moment in his diplomatic career the time has 
come to play an instrumental role in building up Estonia’s 
relationship with Singapore, Indonesia and the rest of 
Southeast-Asia, which is a team effort by small but incred-
ibly talented and motivated Team Estonia.

“It had been a few years in the planning – although 
challenging for a small country as Estonia – that we should 
expand in Asia, and especially looking at interests of our 
businesses and business sectors where they felt that 
our embassy could be present and provide support. Of 
course Southeast-Asia is one of the regions with strong 
growth potential for the long term. The decision was to 
open two new embassies – one in South Korea and one 
in Singapore,” the ambassador explains the arrival to Asia.

“In Singapore I think business and export promo-

tion is one of the areas, but with the country being 
highly digitalised I think we have bilaterally a very strong 
dialogue between governments on many issues, such as 
cyber security, smart city development or e-government 
issues, where there are quite strong interaction already. 
Bilateral MoUs have been signed. Minister of IT and Com-
munication of Singapore Josephine Teo was in Tallinn this 
September already or the second time participating in 
Tallinn Digital Summit and similarly Estonian Minister of 
IT and Entrepreneurship Mr Andres Sutt participated in 
AsiaTechX conference in Singapore this June.”

“And of no less importance is the political side, 
where this region is getting more prominent because of 
the global attention and rivalry of the US and China, for 
example. Then, Singapore is definitely one of the places 
where the expertise of broader Asia is very much pres-
ent, with think tank and research institutions communities 
and international conferences like Shangri-La Dialogue. 
The devastating war in Ukraine, which has changed the 
security situation not only in Europe but for the whole 
world, has increased also our work with ASEAN coun-
tries to bring our views to them. That is also one of the 
reasons to be present here,” he continues.

As Estonia and Singapore have world top level 
education systems according OECD PISA assessments, 
the education and research are promising topics of mu-
tual interest as well. Estonia has very long experience of 
e-schooling and with many research-based educational 
applications (edtech), where there is increased interest 
to learn from each other’s experiences after difficult 
Covid times.

“Probably the most natural and promising area is the 
interaction of our tech and start-up ecosystems; which 
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are lively and vibrant in both countries with great dynam-
ics between companies and people-to-people contacts. I 
see new opportunities also by increasing interoperability 
of our digital ecosystems.”

Our plan is to first increase knowledge and aware-
ness about Singaporean possibilities in Estonia – that our 
companies could come and either work with Singapor-
eans or find ways to spread their products and solutions 
in the region, while we at the same time want Singaporean 
companies or start-ups to expand via Estonia to Europe. 
Estonia for example has the quite unique e-residency 
program, which means as a person do not even have to 
move to Estonia to use our digital infrastructure, work 
remotely or open a company with presence in the EU. ”

Given this ease of doing business and secure digital 
infrastructure, Estonia and Singapore can be gateways 
to Asia and the EU/northern Europe respectively and 
benefit bilateral business between the two. “Exactly; that’s 
how I see it and encourage. I think as small countries, and 
with our governments being very agile to changing the 
ecosystem for start-up or tech companies, they would 
settle very easily, and expand easier.”

“In many fields our tech companies and start-ups 
had already been coming to explore. In the past few 
months for example the Singapore Week of Innovation 
and Technology SWITCH and Singapore International 
Fintech Festival have been perfect oppor tunities for 
Estonian companies to come and look for potential for 
their services from deeptech to greentech and fintech. It 
seems participating companies returned back home with 
lots of inspiration. And from some of our unicorns (Es-
tonia has 11), one of the biggest, Estonian-born unicorn 
WISE, is already here in Singapore since many years. Veriff 

Our embassy will 
have a business and 

innovation hub, similar 
to the Nordic countries’ 

Nordic Innovation 
House, to facilitate and 
support our SMEs and 

companies.

is another one probably opening up in Southeast Asia, so 
this is definitely a place to expand also for our unicorns.”

“Our embassy will have also a business and inno-
vation hub, similar to the Nordic countries’ Nordic In-
novation House here to facilitate and support our SMEs 
and companies, who wish to enter Southeast-Asia with 
practical help in terms of networks or regulatory advice.”

And there is Nordic collaboration as well. “Yes, we 
already work case by case with the Nordics; for example 
for the fintech festival we had a joint networking event 
with the Swedish and Danish Embassies, and on tourism 
promotion we cooperated with the Finnish Embassy. 
Finnair flying from Helsinki is a close as you get from here 
to Estonia, so that’s practically a direct flight for us as well.”

“We of course consider ourselves as part of the 
Nordic family, or Greater Nordics. Anyway, if you are in 
Tallinn or in Estonia’s countryside you feel it, but I think 
it’s even more evident when we are far away from home. 
If you look from Singapore towards Northern Europe 
we are part of the same area and business ecosystem, 
especially if we talk about tech companies like fintech, 
greentech etc. I think there’s a lot we can do jointly with 
the Nordics to support our companies here as well. The 
Estonian economy and our business sector is closely 
linked especially with Finland and Sweden; these are our 
main markets or investors, so it’s very natural that we also 
work together abroad,” thinks Priit Turk.

As for the region it is also important and Estonia is 
just establishing bilaterally in Singapore and is currently 
assessing how better to support Estonian businesses in 
the rest of ASEAN countries. “These are all very large, 
different countries with separate opportunities. Being in 
Singapore helps as it really functions as an international 
hub, but at the same time we need to increase our aware-
ness and presence in these countries to support busi-
nesses there as well. I am very excited also to explore 
the possibilities for Estonia in cooperating more with the 
regional superpower Indonesia – incredibly fast growing 
and with a dynamic digital market. But we are not in for-
tunate situation like the other Nordic countries to have 
embassies in these countries, so we have to do it more 
from a distance.”

“We have honorary consuls in those countries that 
are helping us a lot too. As a smaller country we have to 
plan our resources and priorities very well and find the 
best and sometimes out-of-the-box solutions to support 
our businesses.”

A lot also depends on how the region and the 
dynamics will work out here, what is the potential for 
our businesses in Southeast-Asia. At the moment I’m 
very positive. Especially a lot of business interest lies in 
our case in the digital service sector. Within digitalisation 
in Southeast-Asia, countries like Indonesia have done 
incredible growth during COVID. It has also increased 
the interest from the governments on cyber security and 
e-services, so I see a lot of potential in this regard for our 
solutions as well,” ends the ambassador.
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Top motivated
Secretary General of
Danes Worldwide
By Gregers Moller Michael Bach Petersen is the new Secretary 

General of Danes Worldwide. In November, 
he and legal advisor Lisbeth Kjersgaard vis-
ited Bangkok and Singapore on a roadshow 

to present the organization and the new rules affecting 
Danes living abroad.

For Danes living in South East Asia, this roadshow 
was the first tangible example of what Michael Bach 
Petersen wants to achieve in his new position. He wants 
to make Danes Worldwide more useful and relevant to 
Danes living outside of Denmark. And not only for those 
living abroad already, but also for Danes living in Denmark 
with a globalized mindset, maybe based on a past experi-
ence of having lived abroad.
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I have never written an easier application for 
a job in my life because it was just listing 

what I had done so far and adding 
what I wanted to do in this position.

The strategy is still underway, he says. Eventually it 
has to be worked out in more detail and passed by the 
members of the board of Danes Worldwide in Decem-
ber. But that should not be a problem since they all share 
Michael Bach Petersen’s overall vision to sharpen the 
focus on being relevant.

Michael grew up as a diplomat’s son in a home 
where the organization Danes Worldwide was part of 
the environment living as a Danish expat abroad. The or-
ganization had another name at that time but that doesn’t 
change the fact that he grew up with this organization. He 
later studied and lived in France, Belgium and Germany 
for several years. Eventually, he joined the Danish foreign 
service and was posted to Cairo, Egypt. This background 
was ideal for the job as the new Secretary General.

His second strength comes from leaving the foreign 
service and working for many years in the IT business 
before rejoining Danish government service as head of 
department in the Danish Agency for Digitisation and 
later on as Director in one Denmark’s leading digital 
agencies. This was also an ideal background for the suc-
cessful applicant for the job.

“When I read the announcement of what was ex-
pected of the new Secretary General, I literally felt like 
this job was written for me,” he laughs, admitting that he 
had mostly forgotten all about the organization during his 
years doing many other things.

“It turned out that I could more or less tick off ev-
ery item on the list of requirements. It was astonishing. I 
have never written an easier application for a job in my 
life because it was just listing what I had done so far and 
adding what I wanted to do in this position.”

The board was looking for someone to further de-
velop the services already being offered by the organiza-
tion and Michael Bach Petersen’s background was ideal 
for this. At the core of the services of Danes Worldwide 
are all the legal and practical issues before, during and 
after a period of living abroad when returning to Den-
mark. These services will be packaged and served via the 
website of Danes Worldwide, which will be re-designed 
in 2023.

The board also wants to increase the political im-
pact of the organization and also there he has a useful 
past experience working for a member organization and 
working almost 15 years as a civil servant in a political 
context.

Danes Worldwide has 15.000 family memberships 
but the potential is much larger. The official estimate is 
that there are 250.000 Danes living outside of Denmark. 
Reaching out to this audience is where his digital exper-
tise comes in handy.
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Danes Worldwide had for many years a popular 
magazine called Danes but the magazine was increasingly 
costly to maintain and was only published three times a 
year. The advertisers did not cover the cost of content, 
graphic production and distribution. Closing down the 
magazine was not first of all a cost saving operation, but 
more a question of re-prioritizing the spending of the 
budget. What was saved on discontinuing the magazine 
could more cost effectively be spent on increasing the 
digital communication and outreach thus improving the 
services to the organization’s members.

“We need to reach out to more people with the 
wide range of services that Danes Worldwide offers. We 
have the products on the shelf. We can serve a mem-
ber from their very first exploration into whether living 
abroad is a good idea and until they later return and want 
to reintegrate in Denmark.”

There are several levels of involvement, rang-
ing from a Standard Membership, which includes the 
whole household including children until the age of 18, 
a Student Membership for young people under the age  
of 26, over a Passive Membership for people who have 
returned to Denmark, but still want to support Danes 
Worldwide, to ultimately a Corporate Par tnership, 
where the whole company, including employees and 
their families, receive a number of benefits in one single 
membership.

Danes Worldwide has branded a number of issues 
as cornerstone issues. The top priority issue is that Danes 
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living abroad lose their right to vote in Danish elections. 
But of equal importance is the facilitation of Danes living 
abroad who want to bring their family back to Denmark 
with them, and the situation where a Danish citizen born 
abroad wants to retain their Danish citizenship. The right 
to receive a full Danish pension while living in a country 
outside Europe is also high on the list of almost 30 identi-
fied key areas of focus.

Recently, many Danes had major trouble install-
ing and activating a new public identification app called 
MitID. This was picked up by the press and became an 
area where Danes Worldwide could profile itself as the 
spokesperson for Danes living outside of Denmark.

“It turned out that when the new app was devel-
oped, it was overlooked that not all Danes live in Den-
mark. It is hard to believe, but that was the case. So now 
they are looking for a solution that can help Danes living 
abroad installing the app,” Michael Bach Petersen explains.

“We are an organization representing our members, 
but in order to do that we must focus wider than that. 
We need to influence the authorities in order to improve 
conditions for all Danes living outside of Denmark re-
gardless if they are members.”

“Next, we have to present our cases to the press 
and eventually, we need to communicate what we did and 
what we are still doing to the members.”

Coordinating the efforts of Danes Worldwide with 
the efforts of other organizations serving part of the 

same audience is an important element in the strategy to 
strengthen the usefulness of Danes Worldwide. Michael 
Bach Petersen mentions - apart from the Ministry for 
Foreign Affairs - the Danish churches abroad and the 
Danish business organizations abroad. One less self-evi-
dent partnership is with the Danish trade unions, he says.

“We have already formalized a relationship with 
Djøf, which is a union for graduates within law, business 
economics, political and social science. One of the events 
in November in Singapore was in partnership with them,” 
Michel Bach Petersen says.

One of Michael Bach Petsersen’s ongoing tasks is 
to hold meetings with the extensive network of Danes 
Worldwide representatives around the globe to help 
them be active and engage them in the strategy on a local 
level to work together with the other actors in the field 
of serving Danes abroad.

“Most of the organizations that we have reached 
out to have responded positively, since we focus on differ-
ent aspects of the members’ life situation and therefore 
complement each other more than we overlap each 
other. Our strength has traditionally been focusing on 
the family.”
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Why not take a day out 
and explore Talat Noi?
Talat Noi is a historic neighbourhood in Bangkok. Located 
on the periphery of Bangkok’s Chinatown, Talat Noi has 
been home to various ethnic Chinese communities since 
soon after the foundation of Bangkok.

By Agneta de Bekassy

Agneta’s
World
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unique place. The hostel has momentarily 4 guest rooms, 
but another one is under construction. All rooms have 
a private bathroom and there is a common room with 
washing machine and dryer for the guests to use.

In the little photo café, you can enjoy almost any 
kind of coffee, but also other soft drinks, like milk shakes 
etc. If you feel a bit hungry, there is a selection of sand-
wiches and cakes too.

You can also come to the café and sit down to work 
and if you need to organize a meeting, you can book the 
old office. This building is often used for film shoots and 
it is easy to understand why. Why not go for a workshop 
and combined walking tour? This part of Chinatown is 
worth a visit.

Now it’s the time of the year when your fam-
ily and friends like to come and visit you in 
Bangkok. This amazing city offers the visitors 
everything you can ask for. One day, a friend 

of mine, asked me if I would like to join her on a trip to 
Talat Noi. I had been there once before but didn’t know 
much about the area. My friend had read about a restau-
rant called Hong Sieng Kong and she wanted us to try it 
out for lunch.

We went by car and were dropped of on a small 
street that was supposed to be close to the restaurant.  
On our way to Hong Sieng Kong, we passed a very in-
teresting building that caught our eyes, The PhotoHostel 
& PhotoCafé. We had to take a closer look. The hostel 
is located in a 200 year old building. We were lucky to 
find the owner/manager standing on the doorstep and 
he had us take a look inside and explained about this 
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Not far from the hostel you will find the restaurant 
Hong Sieng Kong. This huge café was shut down for a 
while, but opened again June 2nd. This house is 150 years 
old and the owner has created  a Chinese influenced 
venue for café-hoppers. Here you can enjoy eating and 
drinking sitting inside or outside next to the busy river 
Chao Phraya. Inside you will find many 20-50 old deco-
ration objects. Both the hostel and restaurant are easy 
to reach and if you take the MRT to Hua Lampong and 
walk only a short distance, you’ll find this great place on 
soi Wanit 2. Next to the restaurant is the Shrine Chow-
suekung.

We had a delicious lunch outside, admiring all the 
old  trees with their huge roots dating many years back 
and the river.

We were surprised to find a big selection of both 
beers and wines. The dishes were a kind of combination 
of Thai and Chinese.

This is a really nice and interesting place to take your 
friends and family to.

ENJOY!
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Training on elephant collaring was recently held 
in Srepok Wildlife Sanctuary and at the Elephant 
Valley project in Mondulkiri Province, Cambodia.

The project was supported by the Ministry 
of Environment and NGOs working on wildlife conser-
vation including WWF-Sweden, the US Fish and Wildlife 
Service (USFWS), and WWF-Belgium.

According to The Phnom Penh Post, many experts 
on the field joined the training, including representatives 
from the Mondulkiri provincial Department of Environ-
ment, the community research team, WWF-Cambodia, 
WWF-Vietnam, WCS and the Royal University of Ag-
riculture. At the conclusion of the project, a joint press 
statement was released.

The joint press statement said that elephants are 
one of most intelligent and social animals and that they 
have a personal space, like humans. To understand their 
movements across a vast territory of forested landscape 
can be challenging if there is no electronic tracking via 
collaring.

“Through both theoretical and practical sessions, 
the participants learned all of the technical collaring tech-
niques to understand how to plan and implement every 
step of elephant collaring safely.” 

Mondulkiri’s Eastern Plains landscape has the largest 
population of Asian elephants in Cambodia, with more 
than 300 individuals, the statement said, based on results 
from fecal DNA-based surveys in 2015.

The Ministry of Environment said Cambodia cur-
rently has between 400 and 600 wild Asian elephants 
living in the Cardamom Mountains, Prey Lang and the 
Eastern Plains of Mondulkiri and Ratanakkiri provinces. 
There are also about 70 domesticated elephants.

Source: https://www.phnompenhpost.com/national/
ministry-ngos-work-elephant-collaring-techniques

International 
collaboration on 
elephant collaring 
in Cambodia
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Around the world 
in 80 days with Fred. 
Olsen Cruise Lines:

Explorers looking for their 
next adventure can take 
advantage of two new 
shorter sailings unveiled 
by Fred. Olsen Cruise Lines 
today, as part of its ‘Around 
the World in 80 Days’ cruise 
in 2023 – with up to 352 
USD per person for guests 
to enjoy on board. The route 
goes to India, Singapore, 
Japan and the USA.

The cruise ship Borealis will set sail from South-
ampton on 23rd February 2023, following as 
closely as possible in the footsteps of fictional 
explorer Phileas Fogg in the Jules Verne novel 

Around the World in Eighty Days.
Those wishing to experience part of the adventure 

can join one of two shorter cruises that will visit many 
of the wonders included within the 80-day voyage. A 
26-night journey from Southampton to Singapore will 
see Borealis cruise the world-famous Suez Canal, with 
guests able to explore the majestic temples of Luxor 
and Karnak in the Egyptian port of Safaga, visit the secret 
bazaars, hidden temples and the lesser known Elephanta 
Caves in bustling Mumbai or, in Singapore, witness the 
indigenous wildlife and the UNESCO-listed World Heri-
tage Botanic Gardens.

From Singapore, Borealis will depart on a 53-night 
cruise, where guests will enjoy a call into Japan in time 
to witness the cherry blossom in bloom and delve into 
the Samurai heritage at Fukuoka and Osaka Castle. On 
the way the ship will stop in Nha Trang, Vietnam, and 
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Our Around the World 
in 80 Days cruise 

has already proven 
popular, and there 

are some exceptional 
opportunities to be had 

as we follow 
as closely as possible in 

the footsteps 
of fictional explorer 

Phileas Fogg.

Hong Kong to experience the temples, street food and 
architecture. After Japan, they will also enjoy a taste of 
paradise in Hawaii, with its iconic Aloha Tower, authentic 
farmers’ markets, and traditional Hawaiian dance shows 
at seaside lūʻau. 

The two new sectors will be available exclusively 
to members of Fred. Olsen Cruise Lines Oceans loyalty 
scheme on Wednesday 9thand Thursday 10th November, 
ahead of general release on Friday 11thNovember.

Claire Ward, Director of Product and Customer 
Services at Fred. Olsen Cruise Line’s said:

“Our Around the World in 80 Days cruise has al-
ready proven popular, and there are some exceptional 
opportunities to be had as we follow as closely as pos-
sible in the footsteps of fictional explorer Phileas Fogg.

“These shorter sailings will enable even more of 
our guests to share these experiences, with every port 
offering a fascinating insight into history, culture, art, ar-
chitecture or the chance for spectacular encounters with 
wildlife.”

“Plus, with up to £300 on board spend per person, 
guests can really make the most of their time with us, 
whether it’s to take their explorations to the next level 
with one of our immersive short excursions, or relax in 
one of our lounges as we enjoy scenic sailing between 
destinations.”

Details of the new sectors are as 
follows:

Borealis’ 26-night S2306 ‘A Journey from Southampton 
to Singapore’ cruise, departing from Southampton on 
23rd February 2023 (flights returning to London Heath-
row). Prices start from £3,799 per person, with up to 
£300 per person to spend on board.

Itinerary: Southampton, England – Lisbon Portugal – 
Cruising Strait of Messina, Italy – Brindisi, Italy – Port Said, 
Egypt – Suez Canal Transit, Egypt – Safaga, Egypt – Mum-
bai, Maharashtra, India – Mormugão, Goa, India – Kochi, 
Kerala, India -Singapore, Singapore

For more details: Visit www.fredolsencruises.com/
cruise/southampton-to-singapore-s2306

Borealis’ 53-night S2307 ‘A Journey from Singapore to 
Southampton’ cruise, departing from Singapore (flights 
departing from London Heathrow) on 21st March 2023. 
Prices start from £7,499 person, with up to £300 per 
person to spend on board.

Itinerary: Singapore, Singapore – Nha Trang, Vietnam 
– Hong Kong, China – Shanghai, China – Hakata Fukuoka, 
Japan – Osaka, Japan – Nagoya Aichi, Japan – Yokohama 
(Tokyo), Japan – Crossing International Date Line At 
sea – Honolulu, Oahu, HI, United States of America – 
Lahaina, Maui, HI, United States of America – Hilo, HI, 
United States of America – San Francisco, CA, United 
States of America – San Diego, CA, United States of 
America – Acapulco, Guerrero, Mexico -Puerto Caldera, 
Costa Rica – Panama Canal Transit, Panama – Cartagena 
de Indias, Colombia – Santa Marta Colombia – Road 
Town, Tortola, British Virgin Islands – Basseterre St Kitts 
and Nevis – Ponta Delgada, São Miguel, Azores, Portugal 
– Southampton, England

For more details: Visit www.fredolsencruises.com/cruise/
singapore-to-southampton-s2307

For fur ther information on Fred. Olsen’s Around the 
World in 80 Days cruise, visit www.fredolsencruises.com/
cruise/around-the-world-in-80-days-s2305. Book online, 
call our Reservations team on 0800 0355 242 (Monday 
to Saturday, 9am to 5pm), or contact your ABTA travel 
agent.
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Danish company signed deal 
for future offshore wind power 
in Philippines

Finnish “SLUSH” creates next 
generation of entrepreneurs

projects including the Buhawind 
Energy Northern Luzon, the Buha 
Wind Energy Nor thern Mindoro, 
and Buhawind Energy East Panay.

The three projects are ex-
pected to generate a total capacity 
of 4GW of clean and indigenous 
power.

“This investment and joint 
venture […] testifies to Denmark’s 
strong belief in the potential of off-
shore wind in the Philippines and to 
our support for President Marcos 
Jr.’s high priority on renewable en-
ergy to increase power supply and 
to reduce carbon emissions in the 
country,” said the Danish Ambas-
sador designated to Vietnam Franz-
Michael Mellbin in a statement.

Copenhagen Energy is a Dan-
ish energy trader and developer of 
solar, onshore and offshore wind 
projects across Denmark, Australia, 
Ireland, Italy, and the Philippines.

The Embassy of Finland in Sin-
gapore shared information 
about the start-up and tech 

event, “SLUSH,” which was held in 
Helsinki, Finland on 17-18 Novem-
ber 2022. 

The event gathered start-ups 
and investors, operators, executives, 
media, and talents from all over the 
world - including Finnish Prime Min-
ister, Sanna Marin. The participants 
joined to share their expertise as 

well as establishing new par tner-
ships. Plus, there were some side 
events and exhilarating programs 
available for participants also. 

SLUSH is student-driven, non-
profit movement on a mission to 
create and help the next generation 
of entrepreneurs.

Here is the additional informa-
tion of the event: https://www.slush.
org/events/helsinki/

Danish company, Copenha-
gen Energy (CE) recently 
signed incorporation docu-

ments with the Philippines’ Petro-
Green Energy Corp. (PGEC) for 
laying the groundwork for offshore 

wind power in the Philippines.
According to Business World, 

both companies plan to form sepa-
rate special purpose vehicles (SPVs) 
to oversee the investment and de-
velopment of three offshore wind 

Photo: Embassy of Finland in Singapore.

Photo by the Embassy of Denmark in the Philippines Facebook Page.
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Norwegian companies share 
knowledge on green business 
in Vietnam

by 2050 that Prime Minister Phạm 
Minh Chính announced at COP26 
Glasgow in 2021 and confirmed in 
the updated National Determined 
Contributions (NDCs) submitted 
at COP27 in Cairo,” said Norwe-
gian Deputy Head of Mission Mette 
Møglestue.

According to VOV.VN, rep-

resentatives from the companies 
shared their perspectives on how 
they see that Vietnam has more 
room for improvement in the field.

Plus, they emphasized that 
Norway and Norwegian business 
communities are willing to support 
and collaborate with the country on 
the green movement forward.

The Norwegian companies in-
cluding Equinor, Norsk Solar, 
Scatec, Empower, TerraMa-

rine, Tomra, Jotun, Vard, Yara, Ema-
rasia, and Visco came together at 
the 2022 Green Economy Forum 
& Exhibition (GEFE 2022) to share 
their expertises in green technolo-
gies and solutions to implement sus-
tainable economy in Vietnam on 28 
November 2022.

“Together with 11 Norwe-
gian companies in the Pavilion, the 
Norwegian Embassy and Innovation 
Norway in Hanoi want to show our 
readiness and interest to support 
the Government of Vietnam in its 
green growth efforts as well as im-
plementation of the net-zero target 

energy sector in transitioning from 
coal-based to sustainable-based.

As Indonesia committed to ef-
fectively reduce carbon emission by 
2037, the fund would sustain a clos-
ing of Indonesia’s coal power plants 
and a minimization of energy sector 
emissions to 290 million ton faster, 
by 2030. 

At the same time, the speed of 
the green transition should be dou-
bled for the green energy sources to 
count for at least 34 percent of the 
total energy production.

This project was led by the 
United States, Japan and Indonesia 

on behalf of the rest of the coali-
tion which included the UK, Canada, 
France, Germany, Italy, Norway and 
Europe.

The United States’ Special 
Envoy for Climate Change, John 
Kerry, called it a “groundbreaking 
announcement” and expressed the 
collaboration had fought through 
several obstacles to reach its goals.

“This partnership would be a 
valuable experience for the global 
society in general and possibly rep-
licated by other countries to reach 
our common climate goals,” said 
Indonesia’s President, Joko Widodo.

Denmark and coalition of countries 
to raise 20 billion for sustaining 
Indonesia in green transition

Denmark and a coalition of 
several other countries col-
laborated in raising 20 bil-

lion dollars fund from the public and 
private finances to build a platform 
which would suppor t Indonesia’s 
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Dutch court convicts three men 
of shooting down Malaysian Airline 
flight MH17

On 17 July 2014, flight MH17 
(a Boing 777) of Malaysian 
Air lines was shot down 

above the Eastern Ukraine with a 
Russian buk missile. The flight was 
on its way from Amsterdam to Kuala 
Lumpur and all 298 passengers were 
killed of which 196 were Dutch.

As reported by Danish news-
paper, Nordjyske, a Dutch cour t 
had found three men guilty of the 
shoot down of the Malaysian Airline 
plane saying it was above reasonable 
doubt the flight was hit by a missile 
of the Russian BUK missile system. A 
fourth man who stood accused had 
been cleared of charges.

The men, former Russian in-
telligence officers, Igor Girkin and 
Sergej Dubinskij, and Ukrainian sep-
aratist leader, Leonid Khar tjenko, 
was accused of arranging and placing 
the BUK missile system, although not 
for firing the missile.

All three had been convicted 
of murder and of intentionally caus-
ing an airplane disaster. They had 
been sentenced to life in prison in 
absentia which currently is located 
in Russia.

The Malaysian Airline flight was 
shot down during fights between 
pro-Russian separatists and Ukrai-
nian government forces. Russia sub-

sequently declined to have anything 
to do with the incident and had ac-
cused Ukraine of shooting down the 
passenger flight. The investigation 
was led by the Netherlands with 
the suppor t of Ukraine, Malaysia, 
Australia and Belgium.

Ukrainian President, Volody-
myr Zelenskyj, applauded the Dutch 
criminal justice system of pronounc-
ing an important judgement.

“Holding the instigates ac-
countable is essential as new crimi-
nal acts will follow if someone be-
lieves they can avoid conviction,” the 
President said to Reuters.
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The 3rd Thai Silk International 
Fashion Week is to be held 
on 7 to 11 December 2022 

at Royal Paragon Hall, 5th floor Siam 
Paragon.

Fashion designers from over 60 
countries will join the event includ-
ing the Finnish designer, Mr. Mer t 
Otsamo. His show is scheduled to 
be on Saturday, 10 December 2022 
at 2.30 PM (BKK time).

Explore more of Mr. Otsamo’s 
previous works on his website.

Photo by Thai Silk Fashion Week 
Facebook page.

Finnish designer 
to join Thai Silk 
International 
Fashion Week 2022
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Album “Carbon” by Sirintip Phasuk 
created with Thai and Swedish 
influences 
The latest album, “Carbon” by 

the New York based ar tist, 
Sirintip Phasuk, is a combined 

work of jazz and her Thai and Swed-
ish influences in communicating 
about causes and effects of climate 
change.

The artist grew up in Bangkok, 
Thailand, singing and playing Thai 
instruments and then she went to 
music school in Sweden and in the 
United States.

Sirintip told The Concordian 

that “there are 13 songs in the al-
bum and each song is a specific 
cause or effect of climate change. 
So what I did was research, among 
other topics, plastic pollution: what 
is it? How does it affect us?, ” before 
it all led to “How do we turn this air 
pollution data into music?”

In addition, she also shared that 
for her next project, she might be 
going to Greenland to study ice-
bergs and glaciers and do other 
research trips to create her music 

and present “the work that I’ve dis-
covered with scientists, and to help 
tell the narrative of scientists.”

Sirintip’s album “Carbon” was 
first released in October 2022 and 
can be listened to now. Her debut 
album is titled “Tribus.”

Check out more of her albums here.
Source: https://theconcordian.
com/2022/11/a-conversation-with-
sirintip-about-her-latest-album-carbon/






