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CHRISTMAS 
AT STABLE LODGE

Available from Nov. 28 -  Dec.20. SAT&SUN
Stable Lodge’s CHRISTMAS LUNCH 

12.00 PM - 15.00 PM
Scandinavian buffet w/warm & cold cuts BHT. 

795.-Net

Private Christmas buffet Smørrebrød, as you request 
Any day from Nov. 28

(10 or more people can set   795.- B. net per person)

Dec. 24
 Traditional X-mas dinner from 07.00 PM

Pickled Salmon, Roasted Duck /Pork and Rice Pudding 
THB. 1295.- Net. Children (4-10 Year) 695.- Net 

Ticket Available for sale at the reception.

Dec. 25 
Stable Lodge’s Famous

 CHRISTMAS LUNCH Buffet BHT. 895.-Net. 
Please book your table, limited space.

12.00 PM - 15.00 PM
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Editorial

A sigh of relief, but Europe cannot relax

The American midterm elections on 3 November 
brought a welcome demonstration of the strength 
of American democracy. When enough voters be-

come frustrated with those in power, the ballot box can 
still change the political direction of the country. Even a 
president determined to concentrate power in the White 
House can be challenged by the electorate.

That is probably the greatest relief reflected in the 
reactions from the Nordic countries. In Denmark, politi-
cians across the political spectrum welcomed the Demo-
crats’ victory. Norwegian Prime Minister Jonas Gahr Støre 
saw the result as an encouraging indication that American 
voters wanted a change of direction.

But after the initial relief comes hesitation. It is not 
over yet.

President Donald Trump remains in the White 
House for another two years. Although the Democrats 
have won control of both the House of Representatives 
and the Senate, the new Congress will not take office 
until January, and even then the president will retain sub-
stantial executive powers.

Indeed, some European observers fear that the 
worst could still be ahead. With his domestic ambitions 
frustrated by a hostile Congress, Trump may increasingly 
turn his attention to foreign policy, where presidential 
powers are far less constrained.

His approach to Russia’s invasion of Ukraine is of 
particular concern. A Democratic majority in Congress 
may offer stronger support for Ukraine, but it does not 
change the president’s position or his ability to shape 
American diplomacy.

For the Nordic countries, and for Europe as a whole, 
the election therefore offers reassurance without remov-
ing the underlying uncertainty.

The European Union and NATO’s European mem-
bers have already begun adjusting to a world in which 
American security guarantees and political commitments 
cannot be taken for granted.

With Finland and Sweden having joined NATO, all 
five Nordic countries now belong to the alliance. Their 
shared commitment to European security has never 
been stronger. But neither has the need for Europe to 
strengthen its own capabilities.

A stronger Europe does not mean a weaker NATO. 
On the contrary, greater European responsibility for de-
fence would strengthen the transatlantic alliance.

For Nordic businesses and citizens in Asia, America’s 
policies towards China, international trade and regional 
security will also continue to have consequences.

The midterm elections have shown that American 
democracy can correct its political course. That is wel-
come news.

But Europe cannot afford to relax whenever an 
American election offers hope.

The Nordic countries, together with their European 
partners and within NATO, must continue strengthening 
their ability to stand on their own feet.

Not to turn away from America, but because Eu-
rope’s security, prosperity and democratic values are too 
important to depend on any one American president.

Gregers A.W. Møller
Editor-in-Chief, ScandAsia
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News brief

Aalborg University Hospital to train 
Vietnamese doctors under new 
partnership

Sweden and Vietnam mark 50 years 
of healthcare cooperation
Sweden and Vietnam are mark-

ing 50 years of healthcare co-
operation with Sweden–Viet-

nam Health Week 2026, held from 
16 to 18 November in Hanoi, Bac 
Ninh and Ho Chi Minh City.

The programme brings to-
gether healthcare leaders, hospitals, 
researchers, universities and life sci-
ence companies to explore coop-
eration in digital health, precision 
medicine, medical technology and 
hospital modernisation.

The partnership dates to 1976, 
when construction began on Viet-
nam–Sweden Hospital in Uong Bi, 
Quang Ninh province. Sweden also 
supported the development of the 
National Children’s Hospital in Ha-

noi, which opened in 1981.
Since then, cooperation has 

expanded beyond hospital develop-
ment to include medical research, 
healthcare technology and profes-
sional training.

The anniversary programme 
focuses on how Swedish expertise 
and Vietnamese experience can sup-
port improvements in healthcare ac-
cess and quality as Vietnam continues 
to develop its health system.

joint research and the exchange 
of medical exper tise. Planned ar-
eas include molecular diagnostics 
for cancer screening and treatment, 
genome sequencing, and the use 
of ar tificial intelligence to support 
clinical decision-making.

Danish specialists will also as-
sist Vietnamese doctors in designing 
research studies and preparing sci-
entific papers for international pub-
lication, according to the ministry.

Vietnamese President Tô Lâm 
and Denmark’s King Frederik X wit-
nessed the exchange of the agree-
ment.

The par tnership was among 
15 agreements announced by the 
Confederation of Danish Industry 
following the Vietnam–Denmark 
Business Forum.

Doctors from Vietnam’s Hos-
pital 19-8 are set to receive 
training in Denmark under 

a new par tnership with Aalborg 
University Hospital.

The two hospitals signed a 
memorandum of understanding in 
Copenhagen on 20 October during 

the Vietnamese state visit to Den-
mark. The agreement covers short- 
and long-term training programmes 
for doctors and medical specialists 
from Hospital 19-8, which operates 
under Vietnam’s Ministry of Public 
Security.

The cooperation also includes 



November 2026 • ScandAsia   9   

News brief

Sweden and Laos discuss investment 
and continued development 
cooperation

Swedish Ambassador Anna 
Hammargren met Lao Deputy 
Prime Minister and Foreign 

Minister Thongsavanh Phomvihane 
in Vientiane on 26 October to dis-
cuss bilateral relations, investment 
and development cooperation.

According to the Lao News 
Agency (KPL), Thongsavanh encour-
aged Swedish companies to invest 
in Laos, particularly in clean energy 
and tourism, and called for closer 
people-to-people exchanges.

He also thanked Sweden for 
its development assistance through 
the European Union and expressed 
hope that Sweden and the EU would 
continue their support as Laos pre-
pares to graduate from the United 

Nations’ Least Developed Country 
category at the end of 2026.

According to the Swedish Em-
bassy in Bangkok, which handles 
Sweden’s diplomatic relations with 
Laos, the discussions also covered 
trade, tourism and regional and in-

ternational developments.
Hammargren expressed her 

commitment to strengthening bi-
lateral relations and cooperation. 
Sweden and Laos have maintained 
diplomatic relations for more than 
six decades.

At Asian Tigers Group, we cater
to your custom move requirements, 
blending excellence and fairness for 
a move by highly trained 
professionals.

...your move becomes 
extraordinary.
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News brief

Norway eyes Philippine opportunities 
in offshore wind and electric ferries

per BusinessMirror in an interview 
published on 28 October.

Netland highlighted opportu-
nities for Norway to share its ex-
per tise in renewable energy and 
cleaner maritime transport as the 
Philippines seeks to strengthen en-
ergy security and reduce emissions.

Electric ferries and low-emis-
sion shipping could be particularly 
relevant for Metro Manila and in-
ter-island routes. A recent Philip-
pine delegation visit to Norway also 
provided an opportunity to study 
electric ferry systems and cleaner 
maritime transport.

Maritime cooperation is al-
ready an established part of bilateral 
relations, supported by Norwegian 
shipping companies and the Norwe-

gian Training Center in Manila, which 
trains Filipino seafarers.

Netland also identified trade 
and investment opportunities in re-
newable energy, seafood, agriculture 
and environmental technology. The 
Philippines and the European Free 
Trade Association (EFTA), which 
includes Norway, have had a free 
trade agreement in place since 2018.

Norway also continues to 
support peacebuilding in Mindan-
ao, including the decommissioning 
of former combatants and effor ts 
to strengthen the par ticipation of 
women and young people.

The interview highlighted po-
tential areas for closer cooperation 
but announced no new investment 
or agreement.

Norway sees potential to ex-
pand cooperation with the 
Philippines in offshore wind 

energy, floating solar and electric fer-
ries, Norwegian Ambassador Kris-
tian Netland told Philippine newspa-

Denmark–Vietnam trade grows 35 
percent in first nine months of 2026

Trade between Denmark and 
Vietnam reached US$672.6 
million in the first nine months 

of 2026, up 35.2 per cent year on 
year, as the two countries seek to 
expand economic and technological 
cooperation.

The figures were discussed at 
the sixth meeting of the bilateral 
intergovernmental committee in 
Copenhagen on 26 October, co-
chaired by Vietnamese Deputy Min-
ister of Finance Tran Quoc Phuong 
and Danish State Secretary for Trade 
and Investments Susanne Hyldelund.

B i la ter a l  t r ade exceeded 
US$720 million in 2025. As of 30 
September 2026, Denmark had 180 
active investment projects in Viet-
nam, with registered capital totalling 
US$2.47 billion.

The meeting covered coopera-
tion in trade, science and technology, 
maritime affairs, agriculture and en-
vironmental protection. Both sides 
also agreed to advance negotiations 
on a framework loan agreement to 
support infrastructure and strategic 
projects in Vietnam.

The discussions followed the 
elevation of Denmark–Vietnam re-
lations to a Comprehensive Stra-
tegic Par tnership during Vietnam-
ese President Tô Lâm’s state visit to 
Denmark in October.



November 2026 • ScandAsia   11   

News brief

Finland to require citizenship test for 
applicants from March 2027
Foreign nationals applying for 

Finnish citizenship will face a 
new civic knowledge test from 

1 March 2027, as Finland introduces 
stricter requirements under amend-
ments to its Citizenship Act.

The Finnish Immigration Ser-
vice (Migri) announced on 9 Oc-
tober that preparations for the 
examination are underway. The re-
quirement will apply to applicants 
aged 18 to 64 who submit their ap-
plications on or after 1 March 2027. 
Although the legislative changes take 
effect on 1 January, applications sub-
mitted in January and February will 
not be subject to the test.

The multiple-choice examina-
tion will assess knowledge of Finnish 
society, including legislation, funda-
mental and human rights, equality, 
history and culture. Applicants can 
take it in Finnish or Swedish.

The University of Helsinki is 
developing the questions and study 
materials, which will be available free 
of charge through Migri around the 
beginning of 2027. Initial examina-
tions are planned in several cities, in-
cluding Helsinki, Tampere, Turku and 
Oulu. Registration details and the 
examination schedule are expected 
by the end of 2026.

Applicants with qualifying Finn-
ish- or Swedish-language matricula-
tion examinations or higher educa-
tion degrees completed in Finland 
will be exempt.

The test is part of a wider re-
form that has also tightened citi-
zenship requirements concerning 
residence, financial resources and 
applicants’ conduct.
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News brief

Carlsberg signs letters of intent for 
investment in Hue and Da Nang

IKEA turns to Douyin as it reshapes 
retail strategy in China

Swedish furniture retailer IKEA 
has opened an official flagship 
store on Douyin, China’s pop-

ular short-video and e-commerce 
platform, as par t of its effor ts to 
reach consumers through new digi-
tal shopping channels.

The store, launched on 11 Oc-
tober 2026, offers more than 6,500 
home furnishing products across 
179 categories, with delivery avail-
able to customers in 301 Chinese 
cities.

The move is not IKEA’s first 
venture into Chinese online retail. 
The company already sells through 
its own digital channels, Alibaba’s 
Tmall and JD.com, where it opened 
a flagship store in 2025.

What makes Douyin different 
is its combination of entertainment 

that lend themselves to demonstra-
tions and spontaneous purchases.

The launch also reflects a 
broader adjustment of IKEA’s retail 
strategy in China. The Swedish re-
tailer has been developing smaller 
store formats and strengthening its 
online distribution as it responds to 
changing shopping habits and com-
petition in the Chinese market.

Earlier in 2026, IKEA announced 
plans to close seven stores in China 
while continuing to invest in new 
retail formats and digital services.

The Douyin launch gives IKEA 
another way to connect with Chi-
nese consumers, although it remains 
to be seen whether the new chan-
nel will generate additional sales or 
primarily shift purchases from its 
existing online stores.

and shopping. Consumers can dis-
cover products through short vid-
eos and livestreams, allowing IKEA 
to reach potential customers who 
may not have been actively search-
ing for furniture or home acces-
sories.

The platform could be par-
ticularly useful for promoting smaller 
household products, storage solu-
tions, decorations and other items 

rate agreement with Da Nang City 
People’s Committee outlines the 
company’s investment commitments 
in the city over the next five years.

Neither announcement speci-
fies investment amounts or a con-
struction schedule. The documents 
are letters of intent, and fur ther 
details about implementation have 
not been disclosed.

The Hue expansion would 
build on Carlsberg’s previous invest-
ment of nearly US$90 million in Phu 
Bai Brewery, inaugurated in August 
2025. That project increased the 
facility’s brewing capacity by 50 per 
cent, making it Carlsberg’s largest 
beer production site in Asia.

Carlsberg first invested in Viet-
nam in 1993. Its local portfolio in-
cludes Huda, Carlsberg and Tuborg.

Danish brewer Carlsberg has 
signed two letters of intent 
covering a planned brew-

ery expansion in Hue and invest-
ment commitments in Da Nang for 
2026–2030.

The documents were ex-
changed in Copenhagen on 20 Oc-
tober during the Vietnam–Denmark 

Business Forum, attended by Viet-
nam’s General Secretary and Presi-
dent Tô Lâm and Denmark’s King 
Frederik X.

According to Vietnam’s gov-
ernment, the agreement with Hue 
City People’s Committee concerns 
expanding Carlsberg’s brewery in 
Phu Bai Industrial Zone. The sepa-
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News brief

Volvo to cut 2,500 jobs amid 
pressure from China

Danish companies expand offshore 
wind cooperation with Vietnam

Danish companies Copenha-
gen Infrastructure Partners 
(CIP) and Semco Maritime 

have strengthened cooperation with 
Vietnamese energy businesses to 
suppor t offshore wind develop-
ment and expand international sup-
ply chains.

The agreements were ex-
changed at the Vietnam–Denmark 
Business Forum in Copenhagen on 
20 October 2026, during Vietnam-
ese President Tô Lâm’s state visit to 
Denmark.

CIP and Vietnam’s state-owned 
energy group Petrovietnam signed 
an agreement to advance the South 
Central Region 1 offshore wind 
project. The companies have coop-
erated on the project since August 
2025. With a planned capacity of ap-
proximately 1,000 MW, it forms part 
of Vietnam’s national power devel-
opment plans. Discussions between 

the partners have focused on invest-
ment incentives, power purchase 
agreements, risk allocation, financing 
and implementation schedules.

In a separate agreement, Sem-
co Maritime and PTSC Mechani-
cal & Construction (PTSC M&C), a 
subsidiary of Petrovietnam Technical 
Services Corporation, established a 
strategic cooperation framework for 
2026–2030. The partnership aims to 
combine their expertise and expand 

their involvement in international 
offshore wind substation projects.

Petrovietnam also held dis-
cussions with Danish wind turbine 
manufacturer Vestas on developing 
local supply chains and increasing 
Vietnamese participation in manu-
facturing, engineering and technical 
services. Vestas highlighted the im-
portance of stable regulations and a 
predictable project pipeline to sup-
port long-term investment.

reductions announced in 2025.
Volvo’s revenue in China fell by 

almost half during the third quarter 
amid difficult market conditions and 
competition from domestic carmak-

Swedish automaker Volvo Cars 
plans to cut 2,500 jobs world-
wide as it faces falling revenue, 

weaker electric-vehicle demand and 
intensifying competition in China.

Announced on 23 October, 
the cuts follow an adjusted operat-
ing loss of SEK 3.7 billion (approxi-
mately US$373 million) in the third 
quarter of 2026, compared with a 
profit of SEK 5.8 billion a year earlier.

Around 2,000 job reductions 
will be in Sweden. Measures will 
include ending consultant contracts, 
relying on natural staff turnover and 
offering voluntary exit packages. The 
cuts follow approximately 3,000 job 

ers. In the United States, tariffs and 
weaker demand are adding pressure 
on sales and profit margins.

Major ity-owned by China’s 
Geely Holding, Volvo Cars also 
plans to reduce indirect spending 
and variable costs by a further SEK 
5 billion by the end of 2027. The 
company has withdrawn its full-year 
sales and cash-flow guidance, citing a 
deteriorating market outlook.

The restructuring highlights the 
challenges facing European auto-
makers as they seek to remain com-
petitive while investing in electric 
vehicles and responding to changing 
global market conditions.
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Patana School

Our Platinum Year

On a quiet stretch of Plo-
enchit Road in 1957, long 
before Bangkok became 

the global metropolis it is today, a 
British woman named Rosamund 
Stuetzel opened the doors of a small 
school in the garden bungalow be-
hind her home. There were just 28 
pupils. Most were the children of 
expatriates. Having already sent two 
of her children to boarding school in 
Britain, Stuetzel was unwilling to do 
the same with her youngest daugh-
ter. Determined to keep her family 
together while providing a British 
education, she created a school of 
her own.

Few could have imagined that 
the modest experiment would be-
come Bangkok Patana School, now 
Thailand’s oldest British internation-
al school and one of Southeast Asia’s 
most established educational institu-
tions. Nearly seven decades later, the 
school educates more than 2,300 

students from over 60 nationalities, 
yet remains remarkably faithful to 
the ideals with which it began.

The story of Bangkok Patana 
is, in many ways, also the story of 
modern Thailand.

When the school opened, 
Bangkok was beginning to emerge 
onto the international stage. The 
decades that followed brought eco-
nomic growth, increasing diplomatic 
influence and the arrival of multi-
national companies, embassies and 
international organisations. As Thai-
land changed, so too did the school, 
serving generations of families who 
arrived from around the world and 
made Bangkok their home.

Yet from the beginning, Bang-
kok Patana was never simply British.

Long before diversity became 
a corporate aspiration, it was al-
ready part of daily life at the school. 
Historical records show that by the 
early 1960s students represented 

28 nationalities. In an era when in-
ternational education was still rel-
atively uncommon, children from 
vastly different backgrounds shared 
classrooms, playgrounds and friend-
ships.

For many alumni, that diversity 
remains one of the school’s defining 
characteristics. Former student Tim 
Blackburn described an environ-
ment that fostered curiosity and 
understanding of other cultures. “Pa-
tana was incredibly international,” he 
recalled. “It taught tolerance, curios-
ity and a genuine appreciation for 
different cultures.”

That outlook would, over 
time, attract visitors who reflected 
the school’s growing place within 
Thailand’s international community. 
Alongside members of the Thai Roy-
al Family and national leaders, the 
school welcomed figures including 
Nelson Mandela, Baroness Margaret 
Thatcher, Queen Elizabeth II and 
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Patana School

Prince Philip, and football legend Sir 
Bobby Charlton.

The institution grew through 
successive campuses before set-
tling in Bang Na, where its mod-
ern grounds now include theatres, 
sports facilities, science centres and 
libraries. Yet beneath that physi-
cal expansion lies a structure that 
has remained largely unchanged. 
Bangkok Patana operates as a not-
for-profit foundation, reinvesting in-
come into educational programmes, 
community initiatives, staff and facili-
ties rather than distributing profits 
to owners or shareholders.

Community, too, extends be-
yond rhetoric. The Bangkok Patana 
School Foundation exists not only to 
operate the school but also to im-
prove the lives of children and fami-
lies in need across Thailand. Chari-
table initiatives, alumni networks and 
community events have helped shape 
school life for decades. For many 

families, the school serves not only as 
an educational institution but also as 
a social anchor, helping newcomers 
navigate life in a foreign country while 
building relationships that endure 
across cultures and generations.

That continuity remains visible 
today. Marking the school’s 70th 
anniversary, Head of School Chris 
Sammons reflected on its enduring 
foundations: community, friendship, 
kindness and a love of learning. His 
remarks echoed themes that could 
easily have belonged to Rosamund 
Stuetzel herself nearly seven de-
cades earlier.

There is, of course, measur-
able success. Bangkok Patana con-
sistently sends graduates to leading 
universities around the world and 
is recognised internationally for its 
educational standards. It is also the 
only school in Thailand to have been 
included in the Spear’s Schools In-
dex for six consecutive years, placing 

it among a select group of leading 
independent schools globally.

But perhaps the school’s most 
enduring legacy lies elsewhere.

In a city transformed almost 
beyond recognition since 1957, 
Bangkok Patana remains shaped by 
the same conviction that inspired 
its founder : that education can 
strengthen families, build commu-
nity and prepare young people not 
merely for examinations, but for life 
in an interconnected world.

The garden bungalow on Plo-
enchit Road has long since disap-
peared. The idea that began there 
endures. Seventy years on, Bangkok 
Patana has become more than a 
school. It is a lens through which to 
view the evolution of modern Thai-
land, and a reminder that some of the 
most influential institutions begin not 
with grand plans, but with a parent’s 
determination to create something 
better for the next generation.
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Royal hospitality 
and family ties mark 
Vietnamese state visit 
to Denmark
A sunny autumn welcome, a royal carriage procession, a state 
banquet and a personal connection stretching back generations 
marked Vietnamese President Tô Lâm’s three-day state visit 
to Denmark from 19 to 21 October 2026. King Frederik X and 
Queen Mary hosted the President and his wife, Ngô Phương Ly, 
in a programme combining royal traditions with Danish culture, 
science and hospitality.

By Gregers Møller
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Copenhagen greeted the Vietnamese presidential 
couple with sunshine on the morning of 19 Octo-
ber. Although temperatures were only around 10 

degrees Celsius, the weather provided a pleasant autumn 
setting as King Frederik and Queen Mary welcomed their 
guests at Copenhagen Airport.

The Royal Life Guards played the Vietnamese na-
tional anthem before the King and President inspected 
the guard of honour. The two couples then travelled to 
Kastellet for a wreath-laying ceremony before continu-
ing by horse-drawn carriage, escorted by the mounted 
Guard Hussars, to Amalienborg Palace.

The presidential couple stayed at Christian VII’s Pal-
ace at Amalienborg during their visit.

A special connection through Prince 
Henrik
For King Frederik and Queen Mary, the visit had a per-
sonal dimension.

King Frederik’s late father, Prince Henrik, spent the 
first five years of his life in Hanoi and returned to Vietnam 
as a young man. His memories of the country helped 
shape Frederik’s own childhood impressions of Vietnam.

Speaking at the state banquet at Christiansborg 
Palace on the evening of 19 October, the King recalled 
how his father’s stories had inspired his imagination long 
before he first visited Vietnam in 1997.

Frederik and Mary subsequently accompanied 
Queen Margrethe II and Prince Henrik on a state visit 
to Vietnam in 2009. They returned for an official visit in 
2022, when they were still Crown Prince and Crown 
Princess.

In his banquet speech, the King said that he and 
Queen Mary had looked forward to reciprocating the 
warmth they had experienced during their own visits to 
Vietnam.

The King also presented President Tô Lâm with the 
Order of the Elephant, Denmark’s highest royal order.

Queen Mary introduces Vietnamese 
First Lady to Danish culture
While the President attended political and scientific en-
gagements, Queen Mary accompanied Ngô Phương Ly 
on a programme offering a closer look at Danish cultural 
life.

During the first day of the visit, they visited Biblioteket 
at Rentemestervej, a public library and cultural centre in 
Copenhagen, where they learned about activities for chil-
dren and school classes and met local residents.

They also visited the historic Cour t Theatre at 
Christiansborg, where dancers from the Royal Danish 
Ballet demonstrated the distinctive Bournonville ballet 
tradition.

Meanwhile, King Frederik accompanied President Tô 
Lâm to the Niels Bohr Institute, where the visitors were 
introduced to Danish quantum research and shown a 
laboratory.

The formal highlight of the first day was a state 
banquet hosted by the King and Queen at Christiansborg 
Palace. Crown Prince Christian joined the royal couple, 
the presidential delegation and invited Danish guests.

Lunch in a rooftop greenhouse
The following day’s programme offered a more informal 
setting for the First Lady.

Ngô Phương Ly visited Copenhagen Contemporary, 
where she explored an exhibition featuring artists con-
nected to Greenland and took part in an artistic work-
shop with schoolchildren.

Looking back at the Royal visit in November 2022. 
Photo : Nguyen Khanh  Tuoi Tre.

The visit ended 
with a renewal of 
that longstanding 

connection, this time 
with King Frederik and 
Queen Mary as hosts.
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Queen Mary later joined her for lunch at Gro Spi-
seri, a restaurant situated in a greenhouse on the roof 
of ØsterGro, an urban farm in Copenhagen’s Østerbro 
district.

The rooftop farm grows organic vegetables, herbs 
and flowers, while the restaurant serves seasonal food 
using local produce.

For the Vietnamese First Lady, the visit offered an 
introduction to a small-scale Danish approach to urban 
farming and sustainable food production.

The presidential couple also met Vietnamese resi-
dents from Denmark, Iceland and southern Sweden at a 
gathering organised by the Vietnamese Embassy.

The meeting provided an opportunity to recognise 
the Vietnamese communities living in the Nordic coun-
tries and their contribution to relations between Vietnam 
and their adopted home countries.

Vietnamese music in Copenhagen
On the evening of 20 October, the Vietnamese presiden-
tial couple reciprocated the royal hospitality by hosting a 
cultural event and concert at the Ny Carlsberg Glyptotek 
museum in Copenhagen.

King Frederik and Queen Mary attended the event, 
which celebrated the 55th anniversary of diplomatic rela-
tions between Denmark and Vietnam.

President Tô Lâm  and his wife Ngô Phương Ly arrived at the Royal Palace Amalienborg in Copenhagen together with King 
Frederik and Queen Mary by open horse drawn carriage. Photo : Thomas Traasdahl_Ritzau Scanpix
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Denmark was among the first Western countries 
to establish diplomatic relations with North Vietnam in 
1971.

Today, more than 18,000 Danish citizens have Viet-
namese roots, providing another important human con-
nection between the two countries.

A final tour of Copenhagen Harbour
On the final morning of the visit, 21 October, King 
Frederik accompanied President Tô Lâm on a boat tour 
of Copenhagen Harbour.

The programme included views of the Middelgrun-
den offshore wind farm and Lynetteholm, the new arti-
ficial peninsula being developed to protect Copenhagen 
against storm surges and eventually provide space for a 
new urban district.

The King and President were briefed on the proj-
ects and Denmark’s experience in renewable energy and 
climate adaptation.

After the harbour tour, the two men walked back 
towards Amalienborg, where King Frederik explained the 
history of the palace complex and its four buildings.

The visit concluded with an official farewell at Chris-
tian VII’s Palace, where King Frederik and Queen Mary 
said goodbye to President Tô Lâm and Ngô Phương Ly 
before their departure from Copenhagen.

A friendship renewed
Beyond the royal ceremonies and cultural encounters, 
the visit also produced a significant diplomatic result.

During talks with Prime Minister Mette Frederiksen, 
Denmark and Vietnam agreed to elevate their relation-
ship to a Comprehensive Strategic Partnership.

A series of agreements between Danish and Viet-
namese companies was also announced, covering re-
newable energy, transpor t, healthcare, education and 
industrial cooperation.

ScandAsia has also covered the new strategic part-
nership and the individual business agreements con-
cluded during the visit.

For the Danish Royal Family, however, the three days 
represented something more personal: an opportunity to 
welcome guests from a country that has been part of the 
family’s history since Prince Henrik’s childhood in Hanoi.

The visit ended with a renewal of that longstand-
ing connection, this time with King Frederik and Queen 
Mary as hosts.
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Strong Ties in Changing 
Times: Nordic 
Cooperation and Nordic 
Month in Malaysia

By Subateeswarran Looganaden

What happens when four Nordic countries 
decide that one day is simply not enough?

This October, Denmark, Finland, Nor-
way and Sweden are turning Nordic Day into Nordic 
Month: a month of business, ideas, culture and connec-
tions designed to bring the Nordic region and Malaysia a 
little closer together.

Behind the programme is something bigger. The 
four Nordic Embassies in Kuala Lumpur are strengthen-
ing the way they work together in Malaysia, building on 
shared values and common interests while drawing on 
the different expertise, networks and perspectives of 
each country.

Four countries. Four sets of strengths. One increas-
ingly coordinated Nordic presence in Malaysia.

And that cooperation is already moving beyond 
embassy walls.

In February 2026, the Nordic Ambassadors met 
Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of Energy Transition 
and Water Transformation Datuk Amar Sri Haji Fadillah 
Haji Yusof together with Nordic business representa-
tives. The discussion focused on strengthening trade and 
investment in renewable energy and clean technology, 
aligned with Malaysia’s National Energy Transition Road-
map and wider ASEAN efforts to accelerate the energy 
transition.
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shapes how cities, businesses and societies function.
Taking the Conversation to Penang
One of the highlights is the Nordic Smar t City 

Roadshow, which takes the conversation beyond Kuala 
Lumpur to Penang, one of Southeast Asia’s important 
centres for industry, technology and innovation.

Nordic companies and business representatives will 
meet Malaysian counterparts to exchange experiences 
around smart-city development and explore where new 
opportunities for collaboration might emerge.

The point is not to arrive in Penang carrying a suit-
case of Nordic answers.

Nordic companies bring experience from differ-
ent cities, markets and industries. Penang brings its own 
knowledge, priorities, challenges and ambitions. The value 
lies in putting those perspectives in the same room and 
seeing what can grow from the conversation.

Beyond October
Nordic Month is a chance to open more doors: 

between businesses, institutions, experts and people who 
might otherwise never meet.

Some of those encounters may lead to new com-
mercial par tnerships. Others may spark an exchange 
of knowledge, a cultural connection or simply a better 
understanding of each other.

That is where the real value of Nordic Month lies. 
Not in filling a calendar with activities, but in creating con-
nections worth continuing after October is over.

Because ultimately, Nordic Month is only a month.
Nordic-Malaysian cooperation is the longer story.

The point is not to arrive 
in Penang carrying 
a suitcase of Nordic 
answers. The value 
lies in putting those 

perspectives in the same 
room and seeing what 

can grow from the 
conversation.

It was a reflection of growing Nordic business inter-
est in Malaysia, but also of a broader ambition: to build 
partnerships that contribute to an economically strong, 
environmentally responsible and socially inclusive future.

Government meetings, however, are only one part 
of the story. Nordic cooperation in Malaysia is increas-
ingly happening between companies, experts, universities, 
cultural communities and people.

From Nordic Day to Nordic Mont
For years, Nordic Day has provided a meeting 

point for the four Nordic countries in Malaysia, bringing 
together government representatives, business leaders, 
academics and civil society around sustainability, innova-
tion, business and culture.

This year, one day became too small for the idea

Throughout October, the four embassies are joining 
forces for a month-long programme of online and in-per-
son activities, creating more opportunities for Malaysians 
and Nordics to meet, exchange ideas and explore what 
they can do together.

Under the theme “Sustainable Nor th”, Nordic 
Month looks beyond the familiar image of the Nordic re-
gion to explore how Nordic cities work and how Nordic 
societies live.

That means smart cities and mobility, but also food 
and design. Digitalisation alongside culture. Technology 
alongside lifestyle. And sustainability not simply as an en-
vironmental ambition, but as something that increasingly 
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New Norwegian 
Ambassador Frode 
Solberg on trade ties 
with Thailand

Norway’s new Ambassador to Thailand, Frode Solberg, aims to strengthen economic cooperation and trade ties between the 
two countries. Photo: Mille Tanya Andersen

In an exclusive interview with ScandAsia, Norway’s new ambassador
to Thailand, Frode Solberg, shares his ambitions to strengthen 
trade and economic cooperation between the two countries.

By Mille Tanya Andersen

After more than 30 years in diplomacy, with post-
ings in countries including the United Arab Emir-
ates, Sweden, Austria, Germany and, most re-

cently, South Korea, Frode Solberg was eager to return 
to Asia when the opportunity arose.

So, on 23 September 2026, when he assumed his 
duties as Norway’s new ambassador to Thailand, he did 

so with a sense of excitement and the privilege of taking 
up the posting he wanted most.

“I think it’s a very interesting part of the world to 
work in. I like the culture, I like the approach to people, 
I like the friendliness. It’s beyond doubt. That’s why I 
wanted to come back to Asia,” he says.

Although Solberg had visited Thailand before taking 
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up his new position, he is still discovering life in Bangkok. 
What stands out to him is the city’s energy, a striking 
contrast to life in Oslo.

“It’s very different from Oslo. Much bigger, of course. 
And there’s something happening everywhere. It’s a kind 
of energy that really appeals to me, because I think you 
don’t get tired in a way. It sort of gives you energy,” Sol-
berg says.

Now based in Bangkok, Solberg has a clear ambition 
for his new posting: to strengthen the ties between Nor-
way and Thailand, particularly through closer economic 
cooperation, increased trade and investment. By the 
time he leaves, he hopes to see tangible progress in the 
relationship between the two countries.

Strengthening economic ties in a 
changing world
For Solberg, one of the most exciting parts of his new 
role is the opportunity to get to know Thailand beyond 
Bangkok. He is also interested in the country’s position in 
Southeast Asia and the role it can play in an increasingly 
uncertain global environment.

“I’m looking forward to getting to know the coun-
try,” he says. “But it’s also, I think, to experience Thailand’s 
role in Southeast Asia, an important hub in many ways.”

Understanding Thailand’s position in the region 
goes hand in hand with strengthening the relationship 
between the two countries, Solberg explains. He believes 
closer cooperation is increasingly important in a changing 
international landscape, where countries need reliable 
partners and greater stability.

“I think it’s getting more and more important to un-
derstand and work together with countries and people 
that are the same and have the same approach as we do. 
We need to work together ; otherwise, we won’t succeed 
in continuing a world where rules exist and where small 
and big countries alike have the same possibility to raise 
our voice and say something.”

When it comes to Norway and Thailand specifically, 
Solberg sees economic cooperation as one of the areas 
with the greatest potential for development. The two 
countries already have established trade relations, with 
Norwegian businesses operating in Thailand and Thai 
goods finding their way to the Norwegian market.

In 2024, bilateral trade in goods between Norway 
and Thailand reached approximately NOK 12.2 billion. 
Norway exported goods worth NOK 5.6 billion to Thai-
land, primarily seafood, fertilisers, wood pulp, and iron 
and steel products. Imports from Thailand totalled NOK 
6.6 billion, including machinery, vehicles, agricultural prod-
ucts, and iron and steel goods. According to Norway’s 
parliamentary trade committee, trade between the two 
countries has grown in recent years. (Source: Norwegian 
Parliament)

Against this backdrop, Solberg believes there is 
room to expand the existing relationship.

“I do think there is potential for closer economic 
cooperation. There are investments, there are companies 

from both sides in their respective countries, and I think 
if I can contribute to increasing that cooperation, that’s 
good for Thailand and good for Norway.”

A free trade agreement could open 
new opportunities
One development that could help advance these am-
bitions is the free trade agreement between Thailand 
and the European Free Trade Association (EFTA), which 
includes Norway, Switzerland, Iceland and Liechtenstein.

The agreement was signed on 23 January 2025 and 
covers trade in goods and services, investment and other 
areas of economic cooperation. However, its entry into 
force is still pending, according to EFTA.

Solberg hopes the agreement will create new op-
portunities for businesses in both countries and make it 
easier to expand their commercial relationships.

“We have a free trade agreement that will enter into 
force hopefully quite soon. That will open new possibili-
ties both ways,” he says.

The agreement is expected to reduce tariffs on a 
significant share of Norwegian exports to Thailand. Ac-
cording to Norway’s Ministry of Foreign Affairs, 83 per 
cent of Norwegian exports to Thailand are set to be-
come tariff-free when the agreement enters into force, 
rising to 99.8 per cent after 15 years.

For Solberg, the aim is not simply to increase Nor-
wegian business activity in Thailand, but to strengthen 
economic ties in both directions. He sees closer trade 
relations as a way to bring the two countries closer to-
gether more broadly, creating a stronger foundation for 
cooperation beyond the economic sphere.

Looking towards the next four years
 Beyond trade, Solberg also sees potential for closer 
cooperation on green energy and climate issues. He 
recognises that such initiatives can take years to develop, 
but believes that building relationships and opening dis-
cussions now can help lay the groundwork for future 
progress.

Ultimately, he hopes his time in Bangkok will leave 
a lasting mark on the relationship between Norway and 
Thailand. While some developments may take longer 
than his diplomatic posting, he believes closer economic 
ties are an achievable goal.

“We have flights between our countries every day. 
There are lots of tourists travelling between the two 
countries. We have steady trade relations. But I think 
there’s room for more. So that’s going to be one of my 
main objectives over the next years.”

For Solberg, success will mean leaving Thailand with 
a stronger economic partnership than the one he inher-
ited. He hopes that, by the end of his posting, the two 
countries will have moved beyond their existing trade re-
lations towards a closer and more diversified partnership.

As he puts it, there is already a good foundation to 
build on. The challenge now is to turn that potential into 
tangible results.
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From Global Finance to 
Global Fashion – Bangkok 
takes centre stage
A major international gathering took place in Bangkok from 
October 12 to 18, when the World Bank and the International 
Monetary Fund (IMF) held their annual meetings at the Queen 
Sirikit National Convention Center.

Agneta’s
World

Thailand hosted the meetings for the first time since 
1991. Thirty-five years later, the country once again 
had an opportunity to present itself as an eco-

nomic and financial hub in Asia.
The official theme was “Thailand’s New Horizons: 

Empowering People, Building Resilience.” The meetings 
brought together thousands of participants from around 
the world, including finance ministers, government of-
ficials, representatives of international organisations, 
economists, academics, civil society representatives and 
members of the media.

The discussions focused on the global economy, while 
extensive security arrangements were put in place to ac-
commodate the many international delegations attending.

Alongside this important international gathering, a 
special initiative was launched to showcase Thai culture 
on the world stage. Designers from all 92 participating 
countries were invited to take part.

Each designer was given the opportunity to create 
a garment using black Thai silk, incorporating fabric from 
their own country to produce a unique fusion of Thai and 
international design.

The choice of black Thai silk carried deep symbolic 
meaning. Black was selected as a mark of respect and 
mourning, honouring the much-loved Queen Sirikit, the 
Queen Mother, as well as Princess Bajrakitiyabha.

The project was therefore not only a celebration 
of international fashion and creativity, but also a tribute 
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Each designer was given 
the opportunity to create 

a garment using black 
Thai silk, incorporating 
fabric from their own 
country to produce a 

unique fusion of Thai and 
international design.

to the Thai Royal Family and the country’s rich cultural 
heritage.

Representing Sweden was one of the country’s 
most beloved and respected designers, Göran Alfredsson.

For many years, Göran has dressed women from 
the Swedish Royal Family, as well as prominent figures in 
Stockholm society and Swedish government ministers. 
His atelier, THALIA, located in Östermalm, Stockholm, 
has for decades been a destination for women seeking 
something truly special for weddings, royal banquets and 
the Nobel festivities.

With his longstanding reputation for exquisite 
craftsmanship and timeless elegance, Göran was a natural 
choice to represent Sweden in this international celebra-
tion of fashion, culture and Thai silk.

Göran has also participated in THE THAI SILK WAY, 
a special annual fashion show organised by Khun Edward 
Kitti, President of the Association of Thai Silk and Culture 
Promotions and organiser of the annual “Celebration of 
Silk – Thai Silk Road to the World” fashion event. The 
event has grown into a major celebration of Thai silk and 
international fashion.

Khun Edward is a Thai fashion and modelling indus-
try professional. Having grown up in Singapore and the 
United States, he returned to Thailand in the 1990s. With 
extensive experience in the modelling industry, he is a 
well-respected figure in Asia.

Göran’s participation in the project was particularly 
fitting, as he speaks Thai fluently and has maintained a 
close relationship with Thailand, visiting the country fre-
quently over the years. His genuine appreciation of Thai 
culture and craftsmanship adds another dimension to his 
involvement in this international initiative.

At 1.30 p.m. on Monday, October 12, guests began 
arriving at The Living Hall on the third floor of Siam 
Paragon.

Khun Edward Kitti and his team welcomed a large 
gathering of ambassadors and their partners, along with 
many other distinguished guests. Sweden’s Ambassador, 
H.E. Anna Hammargren, attended with her husband, 
Henrik.

Of the 92 garments exhibited across two floors, 
six selected creations were brought to life on live mod-
els. Before the fashion presentation began, guests were 
treated to a performance of traditional Thai dance.

The dancers wore costumes designed by Khun 
Theeraphan Wannarat, Thailand’s 2019 National Artist 
in Visual Arts (Fashion Design), and presented by the 
Queen Sirikit Museum of Textiles.

As a global landmark, Siam Paragon is committed to 
presenting the best of Thailand to the world. Alongside 
its world-class shopping and lifestyle experiences, it pro-
vides a space where Thai heritage, creativity and global 
experiences come together to create lasting impressions 
for visitors.

Through this initiative, Siam Paragon also helps 
showcase Bangkok and Thailand as global destinations 
rich in culture, creativity and distinctive charm.

It is hardly surprising that a trip to Thailand often 
features high on people’s wish lists. Name something you 
cannot find in Thailand – snow, for example. Yet, over the 
past few days, many of us here have experienced hail. 
And that is no small thing. Thailand is a country that never 
ceases to surprise!
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Lars became obsessed 
with Beijing locals’ stories
Outside, tourists and electric scooters squeeze through the 
narrow hutong alleyways of Beijing’s old Dashilar neighbourhood.

By Freja Nanna Mogensen

Inside a small, tucked-away shop packed with old maps, 
archive photos and dusty newspapers, Danish historian 
Lars Ulrik Thom is trying to explain China in a com-

pletely different way.
Not through giant skyscrapers. Not through politics. 

And not through huge numbers.
Instead, he wants people to understand China 

through forgotten streets, old newspaper stories and 
conversations with elderly Beijing locals.

So many numbers
For nearly 20 years, Beijing Postcards has explored Bei-
jing’s history through archival research and local storytell-
ing.

“We collect old photos and maps of Beijing, and 
then we interview old Beijing locals,” Lars says.

The idea is not to tell the story of China through big 
numbers or sweeping clichés.

“Everything is so big. So many people, so many cars, 
so many numbers. But those numbers can be very hard 
to relate to,” he says.

Instead, the goal is to help people connect with the 
city through details and personal stories. That is also why 
Beijing Postcards focuses almost entirely on Beijing rather 
than trying to explain all of China.
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Not satisfied with just happy 
customers
Lars first arrived in China in 1996 while travelling with 
a friend.

What was meant to be a temporary stay eventually 
turned into decades.

He studied Chinese, later worked as a tour guide 
and gradually became interested in the gap between 
how China describes itself and how it is often described 
abroad.

Over time, however, he became frustrated with how 
superficial many tours felt.

“As a guide, the most important thing is happy cus-
tomers,” he says.

“And there’s nothing wrong with that. But I really 
wanted to understand things more deeply.”

According to Lars, many tours focused on quick 
impressions rather than genuine curiosity about Chinese 
history and society.

“I felt like I couldn’t really dig properly into the his-
tory,” he says.

“I wanted to go much deeper.”

Not the China many foreigners expect
Lars Ulrik Thom believes many international conversa-
tions about China become trapped in extremes, either 
fascination or fear, without leaving much room for ordi-
nary human stories.

“I often feel there are two parallel histories,” he says.
“There’s the Chinese version and the Western ver-

sion, and they almost never overlap.”
Despite assumptions many foreigners may have 

about censorship in China, Lars says many locals are sur-
prisingly open to sharing their experiences.

“People are actually very willing to share their sto-
ries,” he says.

“Of course, we don’t ask them to criticise the gov-

ernment. We ask them about their lives in China through 
the years.”

Some of these stories eventually become public 
walks, exhibitions or research projects. Others become 
another piece in what Lars describes as a giant puzzle: 
understanding Beijing from as many different angles as 
possible.

“It’s a passion project,” he says, adding that the 
deeper they research a subject, the more aware they 
become of how complex it really is.

Running through the history – literally

Beijing Postcards attracts a mix of expats, diplomats, stu-
dents, tourists and Chinese visitors curious about Beijing’s 
history from a different perspective.

The project organises themed walks exploring sub-
jects ranging from the Forbidden City and the Boxer Re-
bellion to women’s history, old newspapers, opium dens 
and the transformation of Beijing during the 20th century.

Two popular tours are History of the Hutong and 
A Crash Course to the Forbidden City.

Beijing Postcards also occasionally organises histori-
cal runs through the city, allowing participants to experi-
ence its history while moving through the places where 
it unfolded.

“Moving ignites your brain,” Lars explains.
“When we try to understand something, the physi-

cality of it should not be ignored.”
Building a community around Beijing’s history
Beyond its walks, Beijing Postcards hosts movie 

nights, book clubs, archive exhibitions and talks on sub-
jects ranging from old Beijing newspapers and women’s 
history to the Boxer Rebellion and the transformation of 
the city’s hutongs.

Its small shop in Dashilar also serves as a public his-
tory hub, where visitors can browse old maps, historical 
photographs and souvenirs inspired by Beijing’s past.
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Noon found her 
own way in Sweden
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When Noon talks about her life in Sweden, it 
does not sound like the result of a carefully 
laid-out plan. Her path from northeastern 

Thailand to Scandinavia has instead been shaped by de-
cisions made whenever something no longer felt right.

She left home young. She walked away from a prom-
ising first job when formal degrees began to count more 
than proven ability. She moved into the golf business 
despite considering the sport a waste of land. She moved 
to Sweden for a relationship, but later ended it when they 
realized they wanted different futures. Years later, when 
she felt she had learned everything her restaurant job 
could teach her, she returned to school—this time study-
ing hotel management entirely in Swedish.

Today, after more than two decades in Sweden, 
Noon has a Swedish husband, Peter, two sons, Melvin and 
Luke, and a thriving career in the hotel industry. Sweden, 
she says without hesitation, is home.

Leaving Home at 13
Noon was born into a family of eight children in Nong 
Khai province. Her father passed away when she was 
only two, and Noon was the seventh child. She attended 
local primary school until, at age 13, she moved to Samut 
Prakan near Bangkok to live with her eldest sister and 
help care for her four-year-old nephew.

There was another, more personal reason why the 
young Noon was ready to leave. Her mother was receiv-
ing attention from men, and Noon felt hurt and jealous. 
In the mind of a 13-year-old girl, it became a question of 
whether her mother still loved her. Today, Noon sees it 
differently. Her relationship with her mother is strong, and 
she knows her childhood feelings belonged to a young girl 
trying to make sense of an adult world.

Life with her older sister was strict. Freedom was 
limited, curfew was strictly enforced, and dating was out 
of the question. After lower secondary school, Noon 
followed her sister’s advice and studied accounting and 
Chinese for two years.

Her first job was with Hi-Tech Apparel. Although 
young, Noon was quickly entrusted with responsibilities 
well beyond routine bookkeeping. She became assistant 
head of the packing department, managed suppliers, and 
led major projects.

“They could see that I had potential and could take 
responsibility for big projects,” she recalls.

Somsong “Noon” Saraban left her childhood home in Nong Khai 
when she was only 13. She had no idea that Sweden would one 
day become the place she called home. Her journey has taken 
many twists and turns, but along the way, she has repeatedly 
made the same choice: when life stops challenging her,  
it is time to learn something new.

By Disraporn “Dao” Yatprom

Then the company began recruiting university 
graduates for supervisory roles. Noon found herself 
judged not on what she could accomplish, but on what 
she lacked: a bachelor’s degree. After nearly three years, 
the work lost its appeal, and she left. At another firm, 
her vocational diploma resulted in an offer to manage 
the photocopy machine. Knowing she was capable of far 
more, she declined.

Then a friend suggested she work as a golf caddie.

The Woman Who Disliked Golf
Her friend mentioned that the income was good and that 
foreign customers would help improve her English. Noon 
applied, but instead of hiring her as a caddie, Eastern Star 
Country Club & Resort offered her a role as a reception-
ist collecting green fees.

The irony was clear : Noon was strongly anti-golf. 
She viewed it as a pointless sport that occupied vast 
areas of land at a time when so many lacked housing. But 
when an instructor offered free lessons to staff, Noon 
decided to try it.

“It was actually fun!” she admits.
Golf changed her life in another way. One regular 

customer was a Swedish man in Thailand on a temporary 
assignment. Noon was 23 and had little experience with 
foreigners, worrying she might be taken advantage of. He, 
on his first trip to Thailand, held similar concerns.
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However, he was polite and invited her to dinner. 
Noon took a chance. They enjoyed each other’s com-
pany, she practiced her English, and they soon traveled 
together to Phuket, Hua Hin, and Chiang Mai. When he 
returned to Sweden, they stayed in touch by email. He 
promised to visit Thailand again in two months.

Two weeks later, he was back.
He asked Noon to come to Sweden. Noon brought 

him to meet her older sister to ask for permission, and 
her visa application was approved without difficulty. Hav-
ing never traveled abroad, the 23-year-old boarded a 
plane alone.

Finding Her Feet
The early days were tough. Noon felt lonely and home-
sick, but she gradually adapted and committed to learning 
the language. When her initial visa expired, she returned 
temporarily to Thailand to stay with her mother and 
study English. Back in Sweden, she secured the neces-
sary residency paperwork, enrolled in Swedish language 
classes, and found a job as a cashier at a Thai restaurant.

As Sweden felt increasingly familiar, Noon and her 
partner realized their goals were diverging. Despite their 
age difference, the core issue was their vision for the 
future. Noon wanted children and a settled life in Swe-
den; he envisioned a freer life in Thailand. They ultimately 
decided to separate.

His reaction revealed a side of Swedish culture 
Noon grew to deeply respect: when one person no 
longer wants to remain in a relationship, the other may 

be hurt, but ultimately respects the decision and the in-
dividual’s right to choose their path.

Looking for Someone Serious
Noon remained single for nearly four years while con-
tinuing her restaurant work. A friend suggested online 
dating. Noon decided to try, stating her criteria clearly: 
a serious relationship with a kind, stably employed man 
with no children.

Then she received a message from Peter inviting 
her to dinner.

Before their date, Peter conducted a bit of light 
reconnaissance. He sent a friend into the Thai restaurant 
where Noon worked. The friend asked for a menu and 
sat observing Noon without ordering a thing.

When Noon met Peter, she was initially under-
whelmed. He was exceptionally tall and quiet, almost 
overly gentle. She briefly questioned whether he was as-
sertive enough. But as they talked, her impression shifted. 
She appreciated his respect, his intellect, and the way his 
thinking challenged hers.

“I realized this man could take care of me—for the 
rest of my life.”

Starting a Family
Noon moved into Peter’s home, where they still live 
today. After nearly two years together, Noon raised 
the topic of children. She was 31 and wanted her first 
child before 35. Peter agreed, but his job required  
extensive travel. He asked for time to transition into 
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a role that kept him local, wanting to be fully present  
during the pregnancy. They also chose to postpone their 
wedding so their future child could be in the wedding  
photographs.

Noon was 32 when Melvin was born. Two years 
later came Luke, as Noon wanted Melvin to have a sibling 
to share life with.

After 15 years together, Noon says she and Peter 
have never had a fight serious enough to make either 
consider separation. She attributes this to mutual respect, 
strong communication, and personal freedom.

One of Noon’s deliberate choices was not insisting 
her sons learn Thai. While she recognized the benefits of 
bilingualism, Noon was working hard to master Swedish 
and wanted the family to share one common language at 
home. Swedish became the household language, which 
accelerated Noon’s own fluency.

Starting Again in Swedish
After raising her young children, Noon wanted a new 
professional challenge. Peter suggested hotel manage-
ment—a sector where her hospitality background would 
shine in a larger, dynamic environment. She enrolled in a 
one-year hotel course, setting a clear boundary: she did 
not want to work in housekeeping.

“Not because cleaning is low-status,” she explains, 
“but because I wanted a job where I was forced to use 
Swedish every single day.”

Out of 21 students, Noon was the only Thai national. 
She thrived in the interactive environment and proved 

her fluency during three-hour written exams in Swedish, 
ultimately earning an A in every subject.

She completed her internship at Quality Hotel Winn 
near her home, balancing work with her sons’ school 
schedules. Six weeks into the eight-week internship, the 
general manager offered her a permanent position.

Noon later moved to Quality Hotel 11 as Breakfast 
and Conference Supervisor, eventually stepping into 
the role of Culture Ambassador—a position focused 
on employee engagement, internal communication, and 
workplace culture.

A Place Called Home
When asked how much of her Thai heritage shapes her 
work, Noon says it happens naturally. She associates Thai 
culture with warmth, friendliness, and a strong work ethic. 
In over 20 years in Sweden, she has felt welcomed and 
values the country’s equal workplace protections and fair 
standards.

Ask Noon today where home is, and the answer is 
immediate: Sweden. Her immediate family is there, and 
she and Peter plan to spend their retirement traveling 
Europe in a motorhome once their sons are independent.

Reflecting on her journey, Noon views her choices 
as an ongoing lesson in self-reliance.

“My life is mine. My body is mine,” she says. “Do 
what you are best at and what you enjoy most. You will 
be happy, the results will be excellent, and you will never 
stop growing.”

Do what you are 
best at and what you 
enjoy most. Then you 
will be happy with it, 
and the result will be 

excellent. And never stop 
developing yourself.
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Topsoe and Petrovietnam expand 
green energy cooperation

Vietnam and Finland discuss data 
centres and green infrastructure

Topsoe has signed a new co-
operation agreement with 
Vietnam’s PetroVietnam Fer-

tilizer and Chemicals Corporation 
(PVFCCo–Phú Mỹ) to expand their 
longstanding partnership into low-
carbon energy and advanced chemi-
cal technologies.

Signed in Copenhagen on 19 
October 2026, the agreement was 

exchanged at the Vietnam–Den-
mark Business Forum the following 
day during Vietnamese President Tô 
Lâm’s state visit, attended by King 
Frederik X.

The agreement builds on more 
than two decades of cooperation. 
Topsoe supplied the ammonia pro-
duction technology for the Phú Mỹ 
Fer tilizer Plant in southern Viet-

nam, and the companies have since 
worked together on operations and 
technical improvements.

According to PVFCCo, the 
plant’s ammonia production unit 
has achieved 678 consecutive days 
of operation and received three 
operational excellence cer tificates 
from Topsoe.

Under the new agreement, the 
companies will explore more ef-
ficient production methods, energy 
recovery and emissions reduction. 
They will also evaluate technologies 
for low-carbon ammonia and green 
hydrogen, alongside technical coop-
eration and staff training.

The partnership supports PVF-
CCo’s plans to diversify beyond tra-
ditional fer tiliser production into 
higher-value chemicals and cleaner 
energy. No investment value or proj-
ect timetable has been announced.

nership and Miltton Group met 
Deputy Minister of Construction 
Nguyễn Tường Văn to discuss smart 
transport, digitalisation, green cities, 
aviation, maritime transport and in-
frastructure financing.

The Finnish delegation pre-
sented technologies aimed at re-
ducing construction time and costs. 
Văn said his ministry was ready to 
facilitate contacts between Finnish 
companies and Vietnamese busi-
nesses, including through confer-
ences and workshops.

The meetings identified po-
tential areas for cooperation, but no 
new contracts or financing agree-
ments were announced.

Vietnam and Finland have 
discussed oppor tunities for 
Finnish companies to sup-

port Vietnam’s development of data 
centres, artificial intelligence facilities 
and sustainable infrastructure.

During a meeting in Hanoi 
on 15 October, Vietnamese Dep-
uty Minister of Industry and Trade 
Nguyễn Việt Sơn told Finnish Minis-
ter for Foreign Trade and Develop-
ment Ville Tavio that Vietnam was 
interested in reliable, low-emission 
electricity supplies that could meet 
the growing energy demands of data 
centres and AI facilities.

The discussions also covered 
potential financing through Finn-

vera, Finland’s official export credit 
agency. Finnish representatives high-
lighted the impor tance of stable 
and predictable electricity prices in 
attracting investment.

In a separate meeting, Tavio 
and representatives from Nokia 
Vietnam, Vaisala, Finnvera, Finnpart-
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Myanmar survivor files war crimes 
complaint in Denmark

Sweden and Singapore explore 
cooperation on AI-powered 6G 
technology

A Myanmar woman living in 
Denmark has filed a criminal 
complaint against members 

of Myanmar’s military leadership, 
asking Danish authorities to inves-
tigate alleged war crimes in Chin 
State.

Filed in Copenhagen on 26 
October, the complaint concerns al-
leged killings, the burning of homes 
and the forced displacement of civil-
ians. According to The Diplomat, the 
woman, whose identity has been 
withheld for security reasons, wit-
nessed the destruction of homes in 
her village and lost family members 
and friends to military-linked vio-
lence.

The allegations have not been 
established in court. Danish authori-

ties must assess the evidence and 
decide whether to pursue the case.

The complaint invokes Dan-
ish legislation that came into force 
in 2025, criminalising war crimes, 
crimes against humanity and geno-
cide. According to the woman’s law-
yer, Eddie Omar Rosenberg Khawaja, 
the law provides a potential route 
for Danish authorities to examine 
alleged crimes committed abroad.

Myanmar Action Group Den-
mark and Chin Community Den-
mark are suppor ting the case by 
helping identify survivors and gather 
evidence in Denmark.

Myanmar has been embroiled 
in conflict since the military seized 
power in a February 2021 coup. 
The complaint adds to international 

efforts to seek accountability for al-
leged abuses, as domestic avenues 
for justice remain severely con-
strained.

The filing does not mean a 
criminal investigation or prosecu-
tion has begun.

Sweden and Singapore are ex-
ploring closer cooperation in 
next-generation telecommuni-

cations, with Ericsson and universi-
ties in both countries expected to 
collaborate on positioning technol-
ogy using artificial intelligence (AI) 
and 6G networks.

Singapore President Tharman 
Shanmugaratnam announced the 
proposed cooperation during a 
speech at Stockholm’s Royal Pal-
ace on 19 October. The initiative 
involves Swedish telecommunica-
tions company Ericsson, KTH Royal 
Institute of Technology in Sweden 
and Nanyang Technological Univer-
sity in Singapore.

Tharman also said the two gov-
ernments planned to conclude a 

Enterprise are examining options 
for low-carbon electricity genera-
tion through the direct combustion 
of ammonia. Tharman described the 
proposal as a potential world first if 
found feasible, but it remains under 
investigation.

In education, Singapore’s Lee 
Kuan Yew School of Public Policy 
will strengthen par tnerships with 
KTH and the Stockholm School of 
Economics, creating opportunities 
for research collaboration and aca-
demic exchanges.

The announcements were 
made during Tharman’s state visit 
to Sweden, which marked 60 years 
of diplomatic relations between the 
two countries.

joint declaration covering emerg-
ing technologies, including quantum 
technology. The declaration had not 
yet been confirmed as signed.

Cooperation is also being ex-
plored in the energy sector. Singa-
pore’s Energy Market Authority and 
Sweden’s Ministry of Climate and 
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Nokia and Vietnam discuss 
cooperation on secure 5G networks

Vietnam’s Minister of Public 
Security, Lương Tam Quang, 
has discussed potential co-

operation with Nokia on private 5G 
networks, ar tificial intelligence and 
secure communications.

Quang met Nokia’s Asia-Pacific 

head, Andrew Cope, in Hanoi on 15 
October. According to Voice of Viet-
nam, he invited the Finnish company 
to explore dedicated 5G networks 
for security forces operating at loca-
tions and events with specific secu-
rity requirements.

The discussions also covered 
resilient telecommunications in-
frastructure to maintain commu-
nications during emergencies and 
natural disasters. Quang highlighted 
Nokia’s experience in communica-
tions systems for public safety, rail-
ways and airports.

He also proposed coopera-
tion in research, technology transfer 
and training in advanced 5G, 6G, AI 
and cybersecurity. This could include 
specialist training and exchanges to 
help ministr y personnel develop 
and operate new technologies.

Cope said Nokia was willing 
to share its experience, introduce 
solutions suited to the ministry’s 
needs and explore joint research 
opportunities.

The meeting focused on po-
tential areas of cooperation. No 
contract, investment amount or de-
ployment timetable was announced.

Swedish consular representatives 
from four countries meet in Bangkok

Swedish honorar y consuls 
and consular assistants from 
Thailand, Cambodia, Laos and 

Myanmar met in Bangkok on 8–9 
October 2026 for a conference on 
consular support for Swedish citi-
zens abroad.

Hosted by the Swedish embas-
sy in Bangkok, the two-day meeting 
also included the head of the Swed-
ish Office in Taiwan. Par ticipants 
shared experiences, discussed day-
to-day consular work and explored 
ways to strengthen cooperation in 
assisting Swedish citizens.

The embassy highlighted the 
honorary consuls’ role in supporting 
Swedish residents and travellers, as 
well as maintaining connections with 
local communities. Their responsi-

bilities also include promoting trade 
and cultural exchange.

Honorary consuls have also 
assisted the embassy in organising 
advance voting for Swedish elec-
tions in their respective areas.

Sweden’s consular network 
across the region helps Swedish 
citizens access information and as-
sistance while abroad. The honorary 
consuls and consular assistants work 
under the guidance of the Swedish 
embassy, suppor ting people who 
live in or travel through their areas 
of responsibility.
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Vietnam Airlines signs cooperation 
agreements with SAS and 
Copenhagen Airport
Vietnam Airlines has signed co-

operation agreements with 
Scandinavian airline SAS and 

Copenhagen Airport to strengthen 
air links between Vietnam and the 
Nordic region.

The memorandums of under-
standing were exchanged at the 
Vietnam–Denmark Business Forum 
in Copenhagen on 20 October, dur-
ing Vietnamese President Tô Lâm’s 
state visit to Denmark.

The agreement with SAS covers 
potential cooperation in codeshare 
flights, frequent flyer programmes, 
cargo services, distribution systems 
and corporate customers. The air-
lines will also share market informa-
tion and explore fur ther business 
opportunities.

Under the agreement with 
Copenhagen Airport, the partners 

will explore market development 
and ways to improve airport opera-
tions. Additional direct routes and 
increased flight frequencies may be 
considered, depending on passenger 
demand and commercial viability. 
However, no new routes or launch 
dates have been confirmed.

Vietnam Airlines already oper-
ates a direct service between Ho 

Chi Minh City and Copenhagen, 
launched in December 2025.

The air l ine also signed an 
agreement with the Confederation 
of Danish Industry to strengthen 
business ties and explore commer-
cial opportunities with Danish com-
panies. All three partnerships were 
among 15 agreements announced 
at the forum.

Vietnam and Norway explore trade 
and investment opportunities

Vietnam’s Ambassador to 
Norway, Le Thi Thu, met rep-
resentatives of Oslo Cham-

ber of Commerce / ICC Norway 
to discuss strengthening trade and 
investment ties between the two 
countries.

The meeting, held on 26 Oc-
tober, also included First Secretary 
Tran Thi Khanh Tra. According to 
the chamber, several of its mem-
bers already operate in Vietnam, 
while Norwegian business interest 
in the country is growing, particu-
larly in aquaculture and the circular 
economy.

The discussions followed the 

signing of a free trade agreement 
between Vietnam and the European 
Free Trade Association (EFTA), com-
prising Norway, Iceland, Switzer-
land and Liechtenstein. Norway and 
Iceland signed the agreement with 
Vietnam on 18 October.

The agreement is expected 
to improve market access, reduce 
trade barriers and provide a stron-
ger framework for commercial co-
operation once it enters into force.

Oslo Chamber of Commerce / 
ICC Norway said it would continue 
dialogue and support closer coop-
eration between Norwegian and 
Vietnamese businesses.
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Finland takes business mission 
to Indonesia and Vietnam

Vietnam’s new ambassador to 
Sweden seeks closer business and 
community ties

Finland has taken a business del-
egation to Indonesia and Viet-
nam to strengthen trade rela-

tions and explore opportunities in 
digital technology, energy, healthcare 
and sustainable infrastructure.

Minister for Foreign Trade and 
Development Ville Tavio led the 
Team Finland mission to Indonesia 
from 12 to 14 October and Vietnam 
on 15 and 16 October. The del-
egation included Finnish companies 
seeking commercial par tnerships 
and opportunities to introduce their 
technologies to Southeast Asian 
markets.

In Jakarta, the programme fo-
cused on bilateral trade, Indonesia’s 

efforts to join the Organisation for 
Economic Co-operation and Devel-
opment (OECD), and the EU–In-
donesia Comprehensive Economic 
Par tnership Agreement (CEPA). 
Finnish companies also explored 

opportunities linked to Indonesia’s 
investments in digital infrastructure, 
cybersecurity, smart energy systems 
and healthcare.

In Hanoi, discussions focused 
on digital infrastructure, data centres, 
sustainable energy, circular economy 
solutions and smart cities. Tavio also 
met representatives from Vietnam-
ese ministries and businesses.

Vietnam is Finland’s largest 
trading par tner in Southeast Asia, 
according to Finland’s Ministry for 
Foreign Affairs. The mission aimed 
to build on existing trade relations 
and strengthen practical coopera-
tion between Finnish and Southeast 
Asian companies.

nity to play a greater role in relations 
between the two countries.

Hoa presented her credentials 
to King Carl XVI Gustaf at the Royal 
Palace in Stockholm on 15 October 
2026, formally beginning her diplo-
matic mission. The King welcomed 
her appointment and expressed 
hope that bilateral cooperation 
would continue to deepen.

According to the Vietnam 
News Agency, Hoa thanked Sweden 
for its longstanding support for Viet-
nam and pledged to strengthen con-
tacts between government agencies, 
businesses, universities and research 
institutions.

She also highlighted the Viet-
namese community in Sweden, 
which numbers more than 22,000 
people, as an impor tant link be-

tween the two countries. She said 
she would promote cultural and 
people-to-people exchanges and 
encourage the community to con-
tribute to closer bilateral relations.

Her appointment comes as 
Sweden and Vietnam seek to ex-
pand cooperation in science, tech-
nology and innovation. The two 
countries established a Strategic 
Partnership in Science, Technology 
and Innovation in June 2025, provid-
ing a framework for closer collabo-
ration in these fields.

Sweden was the first Western 
country to establish diplomatic rela-
tions with Vietnam, on 11 January 
1969. Relations have since expanded 
to include commercial, scientific and 
educational cooperation.

Vietnam’s new ambassador to 
Sweden, Pham Thi Kim Hoa, 
has pledged to strengthen 

cooperation in business, technology, 
education and culture, while en-
couraging the Vietnamese commu-



November 2026 • ScandAsia   37   

News brief

Finland and Singapore expand 
cooperation in AI and quantum 
technology
Finland and Singapore have 

agreed to strengthen coop-
eration in artificial intelligence, 

quantum technologies and digital 
infrastructure, with a focus on re-
search, commercial par tnerships 
and international standards.

The commitment was out-
lined in a joint statement issued 
on 13 October following a meet-
ing in Singapore between Finnish 
Foreign Minister Elina Valtonen and 
Singaporean Foreign Minister Vivian 
Balakrishnan.

Both countries plan to expand 
research partnerships and commer-
cial cooperation while working to-
gether internationally to promote 
AI safety, transparency and common 
standards. Singapore contributes ex-
perience in AI governance, while 
Finland brings expertise in secure 
digital infrastructure and advanced 
technologies.

The statement builds on a 
2022 memorandum of understand-
ing on quantum technology involv-
ing Singapore’s National Quantum 
Office, Finland’s VTT Technical Re-
search Centre, IQM and CSC IT 
Center for Science.

It also refers to a bilateral 
health-sector memorandum signed 
in 2026, covering medical research, 

health technology and artificial in-
telligence. Both countries fur ther 
expressed support for research into 
open AI models and closer coopera-
tion in international forums.

The statement sets out a 
broader commitment to collabora-
tion but does not announce new 
investments, specific projects or 
implementation deadlines.

Thai ambassador visits Aalborg 
organisation supporting 
vulnerable women
Thailand’s ambassador to Den-

mark, Suphanvasa Chotikajan 
Tang, visited Reden Aalborg 

on 27 September to learn about its 
work supporting women in vulner-
able situations.

During the visit, she met the 
organisation’s director, Jeanette Dam 
Kaastrup, and Thai cultural employee 
Pattinee Frederiksen. Reden Aalborg 
maintains close ties with the local 
Thai community.

The visit was part of a wider 

programme of embassy activities 
in Aalborg, including mobile con-
sular services for Thai nationals in 
the city and surrounding areas. The 
team assisted 56 people, handling 

27 passport applications, eight cases 
involving notarial services and civil 
registration, and 21 consular con-
sultations.

The ambassador also attended 
the opening of Thai Kultur Festival 
2026, which featured Thai music, 
classical dance, cultural performanc-
es and stalls selling food and other 
products.

Thailand’s Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs reported on the visit on 26 
October.
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LEGO signs education cooperation 
agreement with Hanoi

The LEGO Group has signed 
an education cooperation 
agreement with Hanoi’s Peo-

ple’s Committee as part of efforts 
to strengthen Danish-Vietnamese 
business and institutional ties.

The agreement was among 
15 partnerships announced by the 
Confederation of Danish Industry 
(DI) during the Vietnamese state 
visit to Denmark. The documents 
were exchanged at Industriens Hus 
in Copenhagen on 20 October, dur-
ing the Vietnam–Denmark Business 
Forum.

DI identifies education as the 

focus of the LEGO agreement but 
has not provided details about spe-
cific projects, funding or an imple-
mentation schedule.

LEGO was also among six 
Danish companies par ticipating in 
a roundtable with Vietnamese Presi-
dent Tô Lâm and Denmark’s King 

Frederik X during the forum.
The company already supports 

educational initiatives in Vietnam. In 
April 2025, LEGO repor ted that 
its par tnership with the National 
Centre for Special Education had 
distributed more than 2,500 LEGO 
Braille Bricks toolkits to educational 
institutions. It has also suppor ted 
the Build the Change programme 
in primary schools and community 
spaces in Binh Duong province.

However, no details have been 
released indicating whether these 
existing initiatives are connected to 
the new Hanoi agreement.

Nordic education cooperation in 
Shanghai to continue after WorldSkills

Nordic consulates in Shang-
hai will continue discussions 
on vocational education 

and lifelong learning through March 
2027, following their joint exhibition 
at WorldSkills Shanghai 2026.

In an update published on 21 
October, the Danish Embassy in 
China said several thousand people 
had visited the Nordic Circle pa-

vilion. Denmark, Finland, Norway 
and Sweden jointly presented their 
approaches to practical skills and 
adapting to a changing labour mar-
ket.

Suppor ted by the Nordic 
Council of Ministers, the initiative 
brought together education organ-
isations and professionals to ex-
change experiences and explore 

opportunities for international co-
operation.

Visitors to the pavilion could 
take a vir tual bicycle ride through 
Copenhagen using VR headsets, an-
swer questions about the Nordic 
countries and watch videos from 
their national Skills organisations.

Official visitors included Den-
mark’s Ambassador to China, Mi-
chael Starbæk Christensen, Finnish 
Education Minister Anders Adler-
creutz and Faroese Education and 
Culture Minister Bárður á Lakjuni.

SkillsDenmark also took part in 
a Nordic panel discussion on lifelong 
learning. Its deputy chair, Michael 
Boas Pedersen, shared Danish expe-
riences in continuing education and 
vocational training.

Wor ldSkil ls Shanghai 2026 
took place from 22 to 27 Septem-
ber. The embassy’s update did not 
specify the dates or topics of the 
remaining discussions.
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Swedish man wanted over alleged 
cyber fraud arrested in Koh Samui

Vietravel and Denmark’s NTA sign 
tourism cooperation agreement

Vietnamese travel company 
Vietravel Tourism and Danish 
tour operator Nordic Travel 

Associates (NTA) have signed a 
cooperation agreement covering 
strategy and tourism product devel-
opment.

The agreement was among 
several cooperation documents 
exchanged in Copenhagen on 20 
October, witnessed by Vietnam’s 
General Secretary and President Tô 
Lâm and Denmark’s King Frederik X, 
according to Vietnam’s government 
news portal.

The agreement identifies strat-
egy and product development as 
the main areas of cooperation but 
does not specify destinations, travel 
packages or a timetable for launch-
ing new products.

Copenhagen-based  NTA 
works with travel businesses across 
the Nordic region and Asia, with 
offices, branches or sales teams in 

countries including Norway, Swe-
den, Vietnam, Thailand, Malaysia and 
Indonesia.

The company specialises in tai-
lor-made trips to Northern Europe 
for leisure and corporate clients. 
Its destinations include Scandinavia, 
Iceland, Greenland, the Faroe Islands 

and the Baltic states.
The partnership brings togeth-

er Vietravel’s experience in the Viet-
namese tourism market and NTA’s 
network across Nordic and Asian 
destinations, potentially creating op-
portunities for closer cooperation in 
travel product development.

A Swedish national wanted in 
connection with an alleged 
cyber fraud case in Sweden 

has been arrested on the Thai island 
of Koh Samui.

Thai immigration police arrest-
ed the man following a request from 
Swedish authorities. He is suspected 
of involvement in a fraud scheme in 
which remote-access software was 
allegedly used to steal more than six 
million Swedish kronor.

The case reportedly involves 
AnyDesk, a software application that 
allows users to access computers 
remotely. Such tools can be used le-

gitimately but may also be exploited 
by criminals to gain access to victims’ 
devices and financial information.

The man is being held pending 

extradition proceedings, according 
to the report.

The arrest highlights coopera-
tion between Thai and Swedish au-
thorities in cases involving alleged 
financial crime across national bor-
ders. Thailand is home to a substan-
tial international expatriate com-
munity, including Swedish residents 
and visitors.

The allegations against the man 
have not been established as facts 
in court. Further details about the 
charges and the extradition process 
have not been confirmed in this 
report.
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Hong Kong suspends poultry 
imports from Danish municipality 
after bird flu outbreak

Vietnamese community launches áo 
dài association in Finland

The suspension took effect on 
27 October, according to China’s 
Xinhua News Agency, citing Hong 
Kong’s Centre for Food Safety (CFS).

The food safety author ity, 
which operates under Hong Kong’s 
Food and Environmental Hygiene 
Department, instructed the trade to 
halt imports from the affected Dan-
ish municipality as a precautionary 
measure to protect public health.

A CFS spokesperson said the 
decision followed notifications from 
the Danish Veterinary and Food Ad-
ministration and the World Organ-
isation for Animal Health (WOAH) 

concerning H5N1 outbreaks in Lol-
land and Jackson County in Minne-
sota, United States.

The centre has contacted Dan-
ish and US authorities and will con-
tinue monitoring updates from the 
relevant authorities and WOAH.

The suspension applies to 
poultry products originating from 
the affected area. The announce-
ment does not establish that Danish 
poultry products already available in 
Hong Kong pose a health risk.

Hong Kong authorities have 
not announced when the restric-
tions might be lifted.

Hong Kong has suspended 
impor ts of poultr y meat 
and products, including eggs, 

from Lolland Municipality in Den-
mark following an outbreak of highly 
pathogenic H5N1 avian influenza.

Gina Tran, speaking on behalf of the 
founders, said the association aims 
to connect áo dài enthusiasts and 
strengthen community ties, accord-
ing to The World and Vietnam Re-
port.

V ie tnamese  Ambassador 
Nguyen Hoang Dieu Tam attended 
the launch, which featured áo dài 
presentations and cultural perfor-
mances. She highlighted the tra-
ditional dress’s role in maintaining 
connections with Vietnam and pass-
ing cultural heritage on to younger 
generations.

The association aims to create 
opportunities for people in Finland 
to learn about and experience Viet-
namese culture through the áo dài, 
a garment widely regarded as a sym-
bol of Vietnamese identity.

The Vietnamese community 
in Finland has launched a 
traditional dress association 

to bring generations together and 
introduce Finnish residents to Viet-

namese culture through the áo dài.
The Vietnamese Ao Dai As-

sociation in Finland was launched in 
Helsinki on 24 October, with sup-
port from the Vietnamese Embassy. 
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Swedish healthtech company Encare 
partners with Thailand’s National 
Cancer Institute

Norwegian ambassador urges local 
solutions to Philippine waste challenges
Norwegian Ambassador Kris-

tian Netland called for re-
cycling solutions tailored 

to Philippine conditions at a confer-
ence in Makati on 22 October, at-
tended by 180 participants.

The Norwegian Embassy or-
ganised the event in par tnership 
with the Philippine Depar tment 
of Environment and Natural Re-
sources, Innovation Norway and the 
Philippines Norway Business Coun-
cil. Government officials, businesses 
and experts discussed ways to im-
prove waste collection and recycling.

Netland said Norway could 
share its experience but stressed 
that Norwegian models needed to 
be adapted to local conditions. Solu-

tions must make both environmen-
tal and economic sense.

Representatives from Nor-
wegian companies TOMRA, DNV, 
ORKEL, INFRAMAR and Hoppsann 
Technology presented technolo-
gies and approaches including plastic 
recovery, waste baling and bottle-
to-bottle recycling. Discussions also 
covered deposit return systems, 
which encourage consumers to re-
turn used beverage containers for 
a refund.

Philippine Environment Sec-
retary Juan Miguel Cuna said his 
department would help Norwegian 
companies connect with local au-
thorities and potential pilot par t-
ners, according to the Philippine 

News Agency.
Netland also outlined a pro-

posed university pilot project for a 
deposit return system, tentatively 
scheduled for early 2027. However, 
GIZ said the project remained un-
der development and depended 
on a successful assessment of the 
potential partner.

Swedish healthtech company 
Encare AB has signed an agree-
ment with Thailand’s National 

Cancer Institute to introduce a sys-
tem aimed at improving surgical 
care and patient recovery, marking 
the company’s entry into the Thai 
market.

The Bangkok-based special-
ist oncology hospital, which oper-
ates under Thailand’s Ministr y of 
Public Health, will be Encare’s first 
hospital partner in the country. The 
initial collaboration will focus on 
colorectal surgery and the imple-
mentation of Enhanced Recovery 
After Surgery (ERAS) guidelines, 
which aim to reduce complications 
and shorten hospital stays through 
evidence-based care before and af-
ter operations.

Encare will provide its ERAS 
Interactive Audit System, enabling 
medical teams to monitor compli-
ance with recommended proce-
dures, track patient outcomes and 
compare results with those of other 
hospitals. The hospital’s colorectal 
surgery team will also take part in 
an implementation programme and 
work towards ERAS Qualification, 
awarded by the international ERAS 
Society following independent as-
sessment.

The agreement, announced on 
13 October 2026, expands Encare’s 
presence in Asia-Pacific, where it 
works with 22 hospitals across 11 
countries. Its regional par tners in-
clude Tan Tock Seng Hospital in Sin-
gapore, Gleneagles Hospital Johor in 
Malaysia and FV Hospital in Vietnam.

Headquartered in Sweden, En-
care is the commercial par tner of 
the ERAS Society and supports the 
implementation of evidence-based 
surgical care in hospitals worldwide. 
The company reports working with 
more than 140 hospitals in over 30 
countries.

The Thai collaboration could 
eventually expand to other surgical 
specialties, although no further areas 
have been confirmed.
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Finnish F1 driver Valtteri Bottas cycles 
420 km from Malaysia to Singapore

Norway brings its folklore to Manila 
book fair

to experience a different side of 
Malaysia. He also praised the friend-
liness and encouragement of local 
people.

“I’m really glad I did it because 
I saw pretty much the whole of 
Malaysia in a few days,” Bottas told 
reporters after arriving in Singapore.

Bottas shared updates from 
the journey on social media, attract-
ing attention from fans. He com-
pleted the ride in time for the Sin-
gapore Grand Prix, held from 9 to 
11 October.

Norwegian literature and 
folklore took centre stage 
at the Manila International 

Book Fair, where illustrator and au-
thor Malin Falch presented her fan-
tasy graphic novel series Nordlys.

The event also marked the first 
public engagement in the Philippines 
by Norway’s new ambassador, Kris-
tian Netland.

Falch’s Nordlys, known inter-
nationally as Northern Lights, draws 
inspiration from Norwegian folklore 
and mythology. The series combines 
fantasy storytelling with Nordic land-
scapes and supernatural elements, 
introducing international readers to 
stories rooted in Norway’s cultural 
traditions.

The series has reportedly sold 
more than 300,000 copies world-
wide, reflecting the growing interna-
tional audience for illustrated fantasy 
literature from the Nordic region.

The appearance forms par t 
of Norway’s cultural engagement 

in the Philippines, where literary 
events provide opportunities to in-
troduce Norwegian authors and 
stories to local audiences.

For Norway, cultural diplomacy 
offers a way to build connections 
beyond traditional political and eco-
nomic relations. Literature and sto-

rytelling can also introduce younger 
readers to Nordic culture and my-
thology.

The book fair appearance 
comes as Norway continues to 
maintain diplomatic and cultural ties 
with the Philippines through its em-
bassy in Manila.

Finnish Formula 1 driver Valtteri 
Bottas took an unconvention-
al route between two Grand 

Prix races in Southeast Asia, cycling 
nearly 420 kilometres from Malaysia 
to Singapore.

The 37-year-old Cadillac driver 
spent four days riding through Ma-
laysian countryside, plantations and 
jungle roads after the race at Sepang, 
arriving in Singapore on 7 October 
ahead of the Singapore Grand Prix.

The journey was longer than 
his originally planned 350 kilometres. 
Along the way, Bottas encountered 

snakes, lizards and dogs, and cycled 
through parts of the jungle after dark.

An enthusiastic endurance cy-
clist, Bottas said the trip allowed him 
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EFTA countries sign free trade 
agreement with Vietnam, opening 
market access for Nordic exporters

Norway and Iceland have 
joined Switzer land and 
Liechtenstein in signing a 

free trade agreement with Vietnam, 
creating new opportunities for Nor-
dic exporters through lower tariffs 
and improved market access. Nor-
wegian seafood producers, particu-
larly those expor ting salmon and 
mackerel, are among the expected 
beneficiaries.

The agreement between Viet-
nam and the four members of the 
European Free Trade Association 
(EFTA) was signed in Hanoi on 18 
October 2026, following negotia-
tions that began in 2012. It establish-
es a preferential trade framework 
with Vietnam for the four coun-
tries, complementing the European 
Union’s separate free trade agree-
ment with Vietnam, which entered 
into force in August 2020.

According to Norway’s Minis-
try of Foreign Affairs, approximately 
half of Norwegian goods expor ts 
to Vietnam will become tariff-free 
when the agreement enters into 
force. Within seven years, more 
than 98 per cent will be covered 

by zero tariffs. The agreement has 
been signed but remains subject to 
approval procedures in the partici-
pating countries.

Norwegian seafood 
among the main 
beneficiaries
Seafood is one of the sectors ex-
pected to gain from the new ar-
rangements. Vietnam currently im-
poses impor t duties of up to 15 
per cent on Norwegian salmon and 
mackerel. Under the agreement, tar-
iffs on salmon will be eliminated 
when it enters into force, while 
those on mackerel will be phased 
out over three years.

Norwegian Minister of Fish-
eries and Ocean Policy Marianne 
Sivertsen Næss said the agreement 
would give Norwegian seafood ex-
porters trading conditions compa-
rable to those of important com-
petitors and create opportunities to 
increase exports to Vietnam.

Norwegian Foreign Minister 
Espen Bar th Eide welcomed the 
agreement as a way to diversify the 
country’s international trade rela-

tionships. “In a more unpredictable 
world, Norway needs to diversify its 
trade relations,” he said.

Bilateral trade in goods be-
tween Norway  and V ie tnam 
amounted to approximately NOK 
19 billion in 2025, according to the 
Norwegian government.

Opportunities for 
Icelandic businesses
Iceland also expects improved ac-
cess to Vietnam’s market, par ticu-
lar ly for seafood. Bilateral goods 
trade exceeded ISK 10 billion in 
2025, according to Iceland’s Ministry 
for Foreign Affairs. Icelandic exports 
amounted to approximately ISK 452 
million, consisting mainly of seafood, 
particularly mackerel. Imports from 
Vietnam reached almost ISK 9.8 bil-
lion, primarily electronics, footwear 
and clothing.

Icelandic Foreign Minister 
Þorgerður Katrín Gunnarsdóttir, 
who signed the agreement in Hanoi, 
met Vietnamese Foreign Minister Lê 
Hoài Trung on 18 October to dis-
cuss closer cooperation in trade, in-
vestment and energy infrastructure. 
She said Icelandic businesses had 
high expectations for the opportu-
nities created by the agreement.

Beyond tariffs, the agreement 
covers trade in services, investment, 
intellectual proper ty, government 
procurement, technical barriers to 
trade and sustainable development. 
Norwegian business organisation 
SMB Norge also pointed to poten-
tial opportunities for smaller com-
panies in machinery, industrial prod-
ucts, chemicals, food production, 
technology and services.

Total trade between EFTA’s 
four member countries and Vietnam 
reached approximately EUR 4.8 bil-
lion in 2025, according to EFTA.
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